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66/231. Oceans and the law of the sea

The General Assemhly

Recallingits annual resolutions on the law of the sea amd@eans and the law
of the sea, including resolutions 65/37 A of 7 Dmber 2010 and 65/37 B of 4 April
2011, and other relevant resolutions concerning Wné&ed Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (“the Conventior™),

Having consideredhe report of the Secretary-Genetahe recommendations
of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal Working Groupstoidy issues relating to the
conservation and sustainable use of marine bioklgdiversity beyond areas of
national jurisdiction (“the Ad Hoc Open-ended Infoal Working Group”§ and the
reports on the work of the United Nations Open-ehdaformal Consultative
Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea (“therm#bConsultative Process”) at
its twelfth meeting on the twenty-first Meeting of States Parties toe t
Convention; and on the work of the Ad Hoc Working Group of t¢hole on the
Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessménhe State of the Marine
Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects (“fhegular Process™,

Noting with satisfactiorthe upcoming thirtieth anniversary of the openfog
signature of the Convention on 10 December 198Rahtego Bay, Jamaica, and
recognizing the pre-eminent contribution provideg the Convention to the
strengthening of peace, security, cooperation andndly relations among all
nations in conformity with the principles of justicand equal rights and to the
promotion of the economic and social advancemendalbpeoples of the world, in
accordance with the purposes and principles ofith#ged Nations as set forth in the
Charter of the United Nations, as well as to thstaunable development of the
oceans and seas,
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Emphasizingthe universal and unified character of the Conient and
reaffirming that the Convention sets out the leflamework within which all
activities in the oceans and seas must be carniciod is of strategic importance as
the basis for national, regional and global actemd cooperation in the marine
sector, and that its integrity needs to be mairddjnas recognized also by the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Depeient in chapter 17 of
Agenda 271/

Recognizing the important contribution of sustainable develemtn and
management of the resources and uses of the oeeahseas to the achievement of
international development goals, including thoseitained in the United Nations
Millennium Declaratior,

Consciousthat the problems of ocean space are closely riefizted and need
to be considered as a whole through an integramdrdisciplinary and intersectoral
approach, and reaffirming the need to improve coapen and coordination at the
national, regional and global levels, in accordamdéth the Convention, to support
and supplement the efforts of each State in promgotihe implementation and
observance of the Convention, and the integratechagament and sustainable
development of the oceans and seas,

Reiterating the essential need for cooperation, including tigto capacity-
building and transfer of marine technology, to emsuthat all States, especially
developing countries, in particular the least depeld countries and small island
developing States, as well as coastal African Staaee able both to implement the
Convention and to benefit from the sustainable dgvment of the oceans and seas,
as well as to participate fully in global and regéb forums and processes dealing
with oceans and law of the sea issues,

Emphasizingthe need to strengthen the ability of competerterimational
organizations to contribute, at the global, regiosabregional and bilateral levels,
through cooperation programmes with Governmentshédevelopment of national
capacity in marine science and the sustainable gwmant of the oceans and their
resources,

Recallingthat marine science is important for eradicatiogegrty, contributing
to food security, conserving the world’s marine gaiment and resources, helping
to understand, predict and respond to natural evant promoting the sustainable
development of the oceans and seas, by improvingwkedge, through sustained
research efforts and the evaluation of monitoriresults, and applying such
knowledge to management and decision-making,

Reiterating its deep concerat the serious adverse impacts on the marine
environment and biodiversity, in particular on vefable marine ecosystems and
their physical and biogenic structure, includingraloreefs, cold water habitats,
hydrothermal vents and seamounts, of certain huatdivities,

Emphasizinghe need for the safe and environmentally soucgialeng of ships,

Expressing deep concerat the adverse economic, social and environmental
impacts of the physical alteration and destructtdrmarine habitats that may result

7 Report of the United Nations Conference on Envireminand Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3—-14 June
1992, vol. |, Resolutions Adopted by the Conferefideited Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 an
corrigendum), resolution 1, annex II.

8 See resolution 55/2.
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from land-based and coastal development activities, particular those land
reclamation activities that are carried out in anmer that has a detrimental impact
on the marine environment,

Reiterating its serious concerat the current and projected adverse effects of
climate change on the marine environment and marbiediversity, and
emphasizing the urgency of addressing this issue,

Expressing concerthat climate change continues to increase therggvand
incidence of coral bleaching throughout tropicahseand weakens the ability of
reefs to withstand ocean acidification, which colildve serious and irreversible
negative effects on marine organisms, particulanyals, as well as to withstand
other pressures, including overfishing and pollatio

Reiterating its deep concerat the vulnerability of the environment and the
fragile ecosystems of the polar regions, includthg Arctic Ocean and the Arctic
ice cap, particularly affected by the projected exdbe effects of climate change,

Recognizinghe need for a more integrated and ecosystem-bagptbach to,
further study of and the promotion of measures fmhanced cooperation,
coordination and collaboration relating to the camnvation and sustainable use of
marine biodiversity beyond areas of national juigsidn,

Recognizing alsdhat the realization of the benefits of the Convem could
be enhanced by international cooperation, techniaasistance and advanced
scientific knowledge, as well as by funding and aeipy-building,

Recognizing furtherthat hydrographic surveys and nautical charting ar
critical to the safety of navigation and life ataseenvironmental protection,
including the protection of vulnerable marine ecstgyns, and the economics of the
global shipping industry, and encouraging furthBoms towards electronic charting,
which not only provides significantly increased kéts for safe navigation and
management of ship movement, but also provides dathinformation that can be
used for sustainable fisheries activities and otkectoral uses of the marine
environment, the delimitation of maritime boundarend environmental protection,
and noting the entry into force of amendments te hternational Convention for
the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974n requirements for ships on international voyages
to carry an electronic chart display informatiorstsgm,

Recognizingthat ocean data buoys deployed and operated iardance with
international law are critical for saving lives dgtecting storm surges and tsunamis
and for improving understanding of weather, climatel ecosystems, and reiterating
its serious concern at intentional and unintentiatemage to such buoys,

Emphasizingthat underwater archaeological, cultural and hised heritage,
including shipwrecks and watercraft, holds esséritiformation on the history of
humankind and that such heritage is a resource tleads to be protected and
preserved,

Noting with concernthe continuing problem of transnational organizeine
committed at sea, including illicit traffic in nastic drugs and psychotropic
substances, the smuggling of migrants and traffigkin persons, and threats to
maritime safety and security, including piracy, adwrobbery at sea, smuggling and
terrorist acts against shipping, offshore instadlas and other maritime interests,

% United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1184, No. 18961.
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and noting the deplorable loss of life and adveirmpact on international trade,
energy security and the global economy resultimgnfisuch activities,

Recognizingthat fibre-optic submarine cables transmit mosttloé world’s
data and communications and, hence, are vitallyoimgnt to the global economy
and the national security of all States, conscithat these cables are susceptible to
intentional and accidental damage from shipping attter activities, and that the
maintenance, including the repair, of these cali$efmportant, noting that these
matters have been brought to the attention of State various workshops and
seminars, and conscious of the need for Stateddptanational laws and regulations
to protect submarine cables and render their witfamage or damage by culpable
negligence punishable offences,

Noting the importance of the delineation of the outerilgrof the continental
shelf beyond 200 nautical miles and that it is e tbroader interest of the
international community that coastal States withcantinental shelf beyond
200 nautical miles submit information on the oulienits of the continental shelf
beyond 200 nautical miles to the Commission onltimits of the Continental Shelf
(“the Commission”), and welcoming the submissioms the Commission by a
considerable number of States Parties on the direts of their continental shelf
beyond 200 nautical miles, that the Commission bastinued to fulfil its role,
including of making recommendations to coastal &afnd that the summaries of
recommendations are being made publicly availdble,

Noting also that many coastal States Parties have submittedingnary
information indicative of the outer limits of themtinental shelf beyond 200 nautical
miles, as provided for in the decision of the eagrith Meeting of States Parties to
the Convention regarding the workload of the Consiaia and the ability of States,
particularly developing States, to fulfil the regainents of article 4 of annex Il to
the Convention, as well as the decision contaime8RLOS/72, paragraph)(**

Noting further that some coastal States may continue to faceicpéat
challenges in relation to preparing and presensimgmissions to the Commission,

Noting that financial and technical assistance may begkbly developing
countries for activities in relation to preparingdapresenting submissions to the
Commission, including through the voluntary trushd established by resolution 55/7
of 30 October 2000 for the purpose of facilitatithge preparation of submissions to
the Commission for developing States, in particulae least developed countries
and small island developing States, and compliawdgéh article 76 of the
Convention, as well as other accessible internati@ssistance,

Recognizinghe importance of the trust funds establisheddgotution 55/7 in
facilitating the participation of members of the i@mission from developing States
in the meetings of the Commission and in fulfillitlge requirements of article 4 of
annex Il to the Convention, while noting with apgiagion the recent contributions
made to them,

Reaffirmingthe importance of the work of the Commission fomastal States
and for the international community,

10 Available from www.un.org/depts/los/index.htm.
1 SPLOS/183.
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Recognizingthe significant workload of the Commission in vief the large
number of submissions already received and a nunaliesubmissions yet to be
received, which places additional demands and ehgls on its members and the
secretariat as provided by the Secretary-GenerahefUnited Nations through the
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sefatloe Office of Legal Affairs of
the Secretariat (“the Division”), and acknowledgititge decision of the twenty-first
Meeting of States Parties to the Convention regaydihe workload of the
Commission®?

Noting with concerrthe projected timetable of the work of the Comrtdason
the submissions already received by it and thosetyebe receivelf and, in this
regard, the consequences of the duration of theiees of the Commission and the
meetings of its subcommissions,

Recognizingsignificant inequities and difficulties for Statasising out of the
projected timetable, including with respect to fetag expertise, when there is a
considerable delay between preparation of submissiend their consideration by
the Commission,

Recognizing alsdhe need to take action to ensure that the Coniarissan
perform its functions under the Convention expeadisly, efficiently and
effectively, and maintain its high level of qualiijnd expertise,

Recallingits decision, in resolutions 57/141 of 12 Decemb@02 and 58/240
of 23 December 2003, to establish a regular proeesker the United Nations for
global reporting and assessment of the state ofnmheine environment, including
socioeconomic aspects, both current and foreseghbli&ding on existing regional
assessments, as recommended by the World SumnBustainable Developmefit,
and noting the need for cooperation among all St&tethis end,

Recalling alsoits decisions, in paragraphs 202, 203 and 209 esolution
65/37 A, regarding the Regular Process, as estaddisinder the United Nations and
accountable to the General Assembly,

Recalling furtherthat the Division has been designated to provieleretariat
support to the Regular Process, including its dithéd institutions,

Recognizingthe importance and the contribution of the worktloé Informal
Consultative Process established by resolution $468 24 November 1999 to
facilitate the annual review of developments inacaffairs by the General Assembly,

Noting the responsibilities of the Secretary-General urttie Convention and
related resolutions of the General Assembly, intipatar resolutions 49/28 of
6 December 1994, 52/26 of 26 November 1997, 54/8866/37 A and 65/37 B, and
in this context the substantial increase in adggitof the Division, in particular in
view of the growing number of requests to the Diwisfor additional outputs and
servicing of meetings, its increasing capacity-ing activities, the need for
enhanced support and assistance to the Commissidrihee role of the Division in
inter-agency coordination and cooperation,

2 SPLOS/229.
13 Available from www.un.org/depts/los/clcs_new/clasme.htm.

14 See Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Developmdohannesburg, South Africa,
26 August—4 September 20@Rnited Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.l1l.Aahd corrigendum),
chap. |, resolution 2, annex.
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Reaffirmingthe importance of the work of the InternationabBed Authority
(“the Authority”) in accordance with the Conventiamd the Agreement relating to
the Implementation of Part XI of the United NatioBsnvention on the Law of the
Sea of 10 December 1982 (“the Part XI Agreemefit”),

Reaffirming alsothe importance of the work of the Internationalblinal for
the Law of the Sea (“the Tribunal”) in accordanciévthe Convention,

Implementation of the Convention and
related agreements and instruments

1. Reaffirmsits annual resolutions on the law of the sea andoeans and
the law of the sea, including resolutions 65/37mWd&5/37 B, and other relevant
resolutions concerning the Conventibn;

2. Also reaffirmsthe unified character of the Convention and thé&alvi
importance of preserving its integrity;

3. Calls uponall States that have not done so, in order to eahithe goal
of universal participation, to become parties t@ tGonvention and the Part XI
Agreement?®

4. Calls uponStates that have not done so, in order to achikeegoal of
universal participation, to become parties to thgréement for the Implementation
of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention the Law of the Sea of
10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation amthdiement of Straddling Fish
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (“the FiStocks Agreement”}®

5. Calls upon States to harmonize their national legislation hwithe
provisions of the Convention and, where applicablelevant agreements and
instruments, to ensure the consistent applicatibthose provisions and to ensure
also that any declarations or statements that tteesee made or make when signing,
ratifying or acceding to the Convention do not pantpto exclude or to modify the
legal effect of the provisions of the Convention tireir application to the State
concerned and to withdraw any such declarationstatements;

6. Calls uponStates Parties to the Convention that have notdgee so to
deposit with the Secretary-General charts or listggeographical coordinates, as
provided for in the Convention, preferably usingngeally accepted and the most
recent geodetic datums;

7. Urgesall States to cooperate, directly or through coteptinternational
bodies, in taking measures to protect and presebjects of an archaeological and
historical nature found at sea, in conformity withe Convention, and calls upon
States to work together on such diverse challenged opportunities as the
appropriate relationship between salvage law antensidic management and
conservation of underwater cultural heritage, iasiag technological abilities to
discover and reach underwater sites, looting amavgrg underwater tourism;

15 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1836, No. 31364.
%8 bid., vol. 2167, No. 37924.



A/RES/66/231

8. Notesthe recent deposit of instruments of ratificatimd acceptance of
the 2001 Convention on the Protection of the Undeew Cultural Heritagé’ calls
upon States that have not yet done so to considsoring parties to that
Convention, and notes in particular the rules amumexo that Convention, which
address the relationship between salvage law anikntsiic principles of
management, conservation and protection of undeswatltural heritage among
Parties, their nationals and vessels flying thkigf

[
Capacity-building

9. Emphasizesthat capacity-building is essential to ensure tisdates,
especially developing countries, in particular tleast developed countries and
small island developing States, as well as coaafdcan States, are able to fully
implement the Convention, benefit from the sustblaadevelopment of the oceans
and seas and participate fully in global and regidiorums on ocean affairs and the
law of the sea;

10. Emphasizes alsdhe need for international cooperation for capacit
building, including cross-sectoral cooperation, retional, regional and global
levels, to address, in particular, gaps in capabiiiding in ocean affairs and the
law of the sea, including marine science;

11. Calls for capacity-building initiatives to take into accouthte needs of
developing countries, and calls upon States, irdtomal organizations and donor
agencies to make efforts to ensure the sustainglufisuch initiatives;

12. Calls upondonor agencies and international financial insiitas to keep
their programmes systematically under review toueaghe availability in all States,
particularly in developing States, of the econonégal, navigational, scientific and
technical skills necessary for the full implemerdat of the Convention and the
objectives of the present resolution, as well as shstainable development of the
oceans and seas nationally, regionally and globaltyl in so doing to bear in mind
the interests and needs of landlocked developiageSt

13. Encouragesntensified efforts to build capacity for develagicountries,
in particular for the least developed countries antall island developing States, as
well as coastal African States, to improve hydrqgdpia services and the production
of nautical charts, including electronic charts, asll as the mobilization of
resources and building of capacity with support nfranternational financial
institutions and the donor community;

14. Calls upon States and international financial institutionsicluding
through bilateral, regional and global cooperatippogrammes and technical
partnerships, to continue to strengthen capacityding activities, in particular in
developing countries, in the field of marine sciéntresearch by, inter alia, training
personnel to develop and enhance relevant experpseviding the necessary
equipment, facilities and vessels and transferangironmentally sound technologies;

15. Also calls uponStates and international financial institutions¢luding
through bilateral, regional and global cooperatippogrammes and technical

17 See United Nations Educational, Scientific and t@al Organization,Records of the General
Conference, Thirty-first Session, Paris, 15 OctefBeNovember 20Q1vol. 1 and corrigendum:
Resolutionsresolution 24.
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partnerships, to strengthen capacity-building atiés in developing countries, in
particular least developed countries and smallnidldeveloping States, to develop
their maritime administration and appropriate ledeAmeworks to establish or
enhance the necessary infrastructure, legislativéd anforcement capabilities to
promote effective compliance with, and implemerndatiand enforcement of, their
responsibilities under international law;

16. Emphasizeshe need to focus on strengthening South-Soutlpeiion
as an additional way to build capacity and as apeoative mechanism to further
enable countries to set their own priorities anddse

17. Recognizeshe importance of the work of the Internationalifiane Law
Institute of the International Maritime Organizatias a centre of education and
training of Government legal advisers, mainly framveloping States, confirms its
effective capacity-building role in the field oftarnational law, and urges States,
intergovernmental organizations and financial indions to make voluntary
financial contributions to the budget of the Insté;

18. Also recognizeshe importance of the World Maritime University tife
International Maritime Organization as a centre foraritime education and
research, confirms its effective capacity-buildingle in the field of maritime
transportation, policy, administration, managemeafety, security and environmental
protection, as well as its role in the internatibrexchange and transfer of
knowledge, and urges States, intergovernmental mzgdons and other bodies to
make voluntary financial contributions to the Unisity;

19. Welcomesongoing activities for capacity-building so as waldress
maritime security and safety needs and the pradactif the marine environment of
developing States, and encourages States and atienal financial institutions to
provide additional funding for capacity-buildingggrammes, including for transfer
of technology, including through the Internatiomdéritime Organization and other
competent international organizations;

20. Recognizedghe considerable need to provide sustained capacilding
assistance, including on financial and technicgleass, by relevant international
organizations and donors to developing States, withew to further strengthening
their capacity to take effective measures agaihstrhultiple facets of international
criminal activities at sea, in line with the relenainternational instruments,
including the United Nations Convention against ndmaational Organized Crime
and the Protocols theretd;

21. Also recognizeghe need to build the capacity of developing Sati@
raise awareness of and support the implementatidmproved waste management
practices, noting the particular vulnerability ahall island developing States to the
impact of marine pollution from land-based souraed marine debris;

22. Further recognizesthe importance of assisting developing States, in
particular the least developed countries and smséhd developing States, as well
as coastal African States, in implementing the Gurion, and urges States,
intergovernmental organizations and agencies, natimstitutions, non-governmental
organizations and international financial instituts, as well as natural and juridical
persons, to make voluntary financial or other cidnitions to the trust funds, as

18 United NationsTreaty Seriesvols. 2225, 2237, 2241 and 2326, No. 39574.
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referred to in resolutions 55/7, 57/141 and 64/T14 ®@ecember 2009, established
for this purpose;

23. Acknowledgeshe importance of capacity-building for developiftates,
in particular the least developed countries and Ikiiséand developing States, as
well as coastal African States, for the protectafrthe marine environment and the
conservation and sustainable use of marine ressurce

24. Recognizeghat promoting the voluntary transfer of technoloig an
essential aspect of building capacity in marineesce;

25. EncouragesStates to use the Criteria and Guidelines on trendfer of
Marine Technology adopted by the Assembly of thetedgovernmental
Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations REdional, Scientific and
Cultural Organization at its twenty-second sessiam,2003,'° and recalls the
important role of the secretariat of that Commissim the implementation and
promotion of the Criteria and Guidelines;

26. Notes with satisfactiothe efforts of the Division to compile information
on capacity-building initiatives, requests the Ssary-General to continue to
regularly update such information provided by Ssatmternational organizations
and donor agencies and include it in his annuabrepo the General Assembly,
invites States, international organizations and atomgencies to submit such
information to the Secretary-General for this pu@oand requests the Division to
post the information on capacity-building initia¢is from the annual report of the
Secretary-General on the website of the Divisiorameasily accessible manner so
as to facilitate the matching of capacity-buildingeds with opportunities;

27. Calls uponStates to continue to assist developing Stated,esmpecially
the least developed countries and small island ldgweg States, as well as coastal
African States, at the bilateral and, where appiadpr multilateral levels, in the
preparation of submissions to the Commission reigardhe establishment of the
outer limits of the continental shelf beyond 200utieal miles, including the
assessment of the nature and extent of the cortdahshelf of a coastal State, and
recalls that coastal States can make requestsetdCtimmission for scientific and
technical advice in the preparation of data foritls@bmissions, in accordance with
article 3 of annex Il to the Convention;

28. Calls upon the Division to continue to disseminate informati@n
relevant procedures related to the trust fund disttadbd for the purpose of
facilitating the preparation of submissions to femmission and to continue its
dialogue with potential beneficiaries with a view providing financial support to
developing countries for activities to facilitatieeir submissions in accordance with
the requirements of article 76 of the Conventionl avith the Rules of Procedufe
and the Scientific and Technical Guidelines of @G@mmission?

29. Requestghe Secretary-General, in cooperation with Stated relevant
international organizations and institutions, towtioue to support training and other
activities to assist developing States in the prapan and presentation of their
submissions to the Commission;

1% See Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commissianyrdent I0C/INF-1203.
20 CLCS/40/Rev.1.
2L CLCS/11 and Corr.1 and Add.1 and Add.1/Corr.1.
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30. Notes with appreciatiorthe contribution of the Division to capacity-
building activities at the national and regionaldé

31. Invites Member States and others in a position to do ssujpport the
capacity-building activities of the Division, inding, in particular, the training and
other activities to assist developing States ingheparation of their submissions to
the Commission and also invites Member States @hdre in a position to do so to
contribute to the trust fund established by ther8eay-General for the Office of
Legal Affairs to support the promotion of interraial law, and expresses its
appreciation to those who have contributed;

32. Recognizes with appreciatiadhe important contribution of the Hamilton
Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship on the Lafthe Sea to the capacity-
building of developing countries and the promotmmthe law of the sea, notes that
the twenty-fourth award, in 2011, was made possitiianks to the generous
contributions of Member States, further notes tha¢ fellowship fund balance
continues to be at a very low level, reiterategef@re its serious concern regarding
the continued lack of resources, appeals urgemtléember States and others in a
position to do so to contribute generously to thetHer development of the
Fellowship to ensure that it is awarded every yemrd takes due note of the
inclusion by the Secretary-General of the Felloywsbn the list of trust funds for
the United Nations Pledging Conference for DeveleptActivities;

33. Also recognizes with appreciatiothe important contribution that the
United Nations-Nippon Foundation of Japan FellowsRrogramme which, relying
on its network of more than 40 host institutiongshawarded 70 fellowships to
individuals from 54 Member States since 2005, aald irom 10 to 16 July 2011 its
third regional alumni meeting, in Nairobi, has made human resources
development for developing Member States in th&dftf ocean affairs and the law
of the sea and related disciplines and the promotib holistic and cross-sectoral
approaches, emphasizing the integration of physigaal social sciences and
promoting interlinkages among alumni and betweegirtbrganizations;

34. Further recognizes with appreciatiaime funding set aside by the Global
Environment Facility for projects relating to ocsaand marine biodiversity;
11
M eetings of States Parties

35. Welcomeghe report of the twenty-first Meeting of Statearfes to the
Conventiort and of the special meeting held on 11 August 2fiklthe purpose of
electing one member of the Commissign;

36. Requestshe Secretary-General to convene the twenty-seddaeting of
States Parties to the Convention, in New York frémto 11 June 2012, and to
provide full conference services, including docutagion, as required;

v
Peaceful settlement of disputes

37. Notes with satisfactiothe continued and significant contribution of the
Tribunal to the settlement of disputes by peacefuwtans in accordance with

2 3pPLOS/237.
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Part XV of the Convention, and underlines the intpat role and authority of the
Tribunal concerning the interpretation or applioatiof the Convention and the
Part XI Agreement;

38. Pays tributeto the important and long-standing role of theeln@ational
Court of Justice with regard to the peaceful seidat of disputes concerning the
law of the sea;

39. Notesthat States parties to an international agreemetdted to the
purposes of the Convention may submit to, intera,althe Tribunal or the
International Court of Justice any dispute concegnithe interpretation or
application of that agreement submitted in accocgawith that agreement, and
notes also the possibility, provided for in the tBtas of the Tribunal and the Court,
to submit disputes to a chamber;

40. EncouragesStates Parties to the Convention that have nodgee so to
consider making a written declaration choosing fritw@ means set out in article 287
of the Convention for the settlement of disputesia@rning the interpretation or
application of the Convention and the Part XI Agremt, bearing in mind
the comprehensive character of the dispute setthémeechanism provided for in
Part XV of the Convention;

\Y
TheArea

41. Encourages progress on the finalization of the regulationsr fo
prospecting and exploration for cobalt-rich ferrarganese crusts in the Area, and
reiterates the importance of the ongoing elaboraty the Authority, pursuant to
article 145 of the Convention, of rules, regulaioand procedures to ensure the
effective protection of the marine environment,,forter alia, the protection and
conservation of the natural resources of the Aeerl for the prevention of damage
to the flora and fauna of the marine environmentrfrharmful effects that may arise
from activities in the Area;

42. Acknowledgesthe activities undertaken by the Authority for the
dissemination of the advisory opinion on the resybilities and obligations of
States sponsoring persons and entities with resfoeattivities in the Area, issued
by the Seabed Disputes Chamber of the Tribunal &®eldruary 2011, at the request
of the Council of the Authority, pursuant to arécl91 of the Conventiof?;

43. Notesthe importance of the responsibilities entrustedhte Authority by
articles 143 and 145 of the Convention, which reti@rmarine scientific research
and protection of the marine environment, respedyiv

VI

Effective functioning of the Authority and the Tribunal

44. Appealsto all States Parties to the Convention to payirtlessessed
contributions to the Authority and to the Tribunial full and on time, and also
appeals to States Parties in arrears with theitrdmutions to fulfil their obligations
without delay;

B See ISBA/LTIAI9.
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45. Urges all States Parties to the Convention to attend gbgsions of the
Authority, and calls upon the Authority to continte pursue all options, including
making concrete recommendations on the issue oésdain order to improve
attendance in Kingston and to ensure global paraiton;

46. Calls uponStates that have not done so to consider ratifgingcceding
to the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunitiésthe Tribunaf* and to the
Protocol on the Privileges and Immunities of thetfarity;*

47. Emphasizeshe importance of the Tribunal's rules and stajulations in
promoting the recruitment of a geographically reyemtative staff in the
Professional and higher categories, and welcomesttions taken by the Tribunal
in observance of those rules and regulations;

48. Takes note with appreciationof the advisory opinion on the
responsibilities and obligations of States sponmsprpersons and entities with
respect to activities in the Area, issued by thalia Disputes Chamber of the
Tribunal on 1 February 2011, at the request ofGbencil of the Authority, pursuant
to article 191 of the Convention;

VI
The continental shelf and the work of the Commission

49. Recalls that, in accordance with article 76, paragraphd, the
Convention, information on the limits of the corgmtal shelf beyond 200 nautical
miles from the baselines from which the breadththsf territorial sea is measured
shall be submitted by the coastal State to the Cim®ion set up under annex Il to
the Convention on the basis of equitable geograihrepresentation, that the
Commission shall make recommendations to coasttkeSton matters related to the
establishment of the outer limits of their contitenshelf, and that the limits of the
shelf established by a coastal State on the bdsikese recommendations shall be
final and binding;

50. Also recalls that, in accordance with article 77, paragrapho8,the
Convention, the rights of the coastal State over ¢bntinental shelf do not depend
on occupation, effective or notional, or on any eegs proclamation;

51. Notes with satisfactiothat a considerable number of States Partiesdo th
Convention have submitted information to the Consite regarding the
establishment of the outer limits of the continérsfaelf beyond 200 nautical miles,
in conformity with article 76 of the Convention aratticle 4 of annex Il to the
Convention, taking into account the decision of thleventh Meeting of States
Parties to the Convention contained in SPLOS/72agaph é);

52. Also noteswith satisfactionthat a considerable number of States Parties
to the Convention have submitted to the Secretagypsal, pursuant to the decision
of the eighteenth Meeting of States Parties to tenvention?® preliminary
information indicative of the outer limits of theomwtinental shelf beyond
200 nautical miles and a description of the statugreparation and intended date of
submission in accordance with the requirementsrofla 76 of the Convention and

24 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 2167, No. 37925.
% bid., vol. 2214, No. 39357.
2 5pLOS/183, para. Y
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with the Rules of Procedure and the Scientific arethnical Guidelines of the
Commission;

53. Further notes with satisfactionthe progress in the work of the
CommissioR’ and that it is giving current consideration townber of submissions
that have been made regarding the establishmenthef outer limits of the
continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles;

54. Notes with satisfactiorthat the Commission, taking into account the
decision of the eighteenth Meeting of States Partie the Conventiorf® has
compiled lists of websites of organizations, datBimation portals and data
holders where general information and publicly #afalie scientific and technical
data can be accessed that may be relevant to gpamation of submissions, and has
made this information available on its website;

55. Takes noteof the recommendations made by the Commission hen t
submissions of a number of coastal States, andomeds the fact that summaries of
recommendations are being made publicly availdble;

56. Notes that the consideration by the Commission of sulsioiss by
coastal States in accordance with article 76 of andex Il to the Convention is
without prejudice to the application of other pandé the Convention by States
Parties;

57. Notes with concermhat the heavy workload of the Commission, owiag t
the considerable number of submissions, places tiatddi demands on and
challenges before its members and the secretasigr@avided by the Division, and
in that regard emphasizes the need to ensure flgaCobmmission can perform its
functions expeditiously, efficiently and effectiyebnd maintain its high level of
qguality and expertise;

58. Takes notef the decision of the twenty-first Meeting of &8 Parties to
the Convention regarding the workload of the Consiuig;*? in which, among other
measures, the Commission is requested to consigergoordination with the
Secretariat, as from 16 June 2012, within the éxgstesources made available to
the Secretariat, that the Commission, and its soboissions meeting
simultaneously as far as possible, meet in New Yorkup to twenty-six weeks but
not less than an intended minimum of twenty-one kgea year for a period of five
years, distributed in such a way that the Commissi@termines to be the most
effective, and that no two sessions be sequential;

59. Welcomedhe decision of the twenty-first Meeting of Statearties to the
Convention to review the measures proposed in papyl of the decisidf at the
twenty-sixth Meeting of States Parties to the Cartign, with a view to assessing
progress in reducing the projected timeline in Workload of the Commission;

60. Reiteratesthe duty of States under the Convention, whoseegspare
serving on the Commission, to defray the expenskghe experts they have
nominated while in performance of Commission dutisd urges these States to do
their utmost to ensure the full participation ofofle experts in the work of the

" See CLCS/70 and Corr. 1 and CLCS/72.
8 5pLOS/183, para. 3.
29 \www.un.org/depts/los/clcs_new/clcs_home.htm.
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Commission, including the meetings of subcommissjoim accordance with the
Convention;

61. Requestshe Secretary-General to continue to take appadprineasures,
within overall existing resource levels, to furthstrengthen the capacity of the
Division, serving as the secretariat of the Commoissin order to ensure enhanced
support and assistance to the Commission and itscaeumissions in their
consideration of submissions, as required by paly© of annex Il to the Rules of
Procedure of the Commission, in particular its hamasources, taking into account
the need for simultaneous work on several submisssio

62. Urges the Secretary-General to continue to provide adcessary
secretariat services to the Commission in accordamith article 2, paragraph 5, of
annex Il to the Convention;

63. Requestghe Secretary-General to take appropriate andlyinmeasures
to ensure secretariat services for the Commissioah ils subcommissions for the
extended duration of time requested in the decigibmhe twenty-first Meeting of
States Parties to the Conventith;

64. Also requests the Secretary-General, consequently, to allocate
appropriate and sufficient resources to the Diwisio provide adequate services and
assistance to the Commission in view of the inceeimsthe number of its working
weeks, including through the establishment of addil posts to reinforce the
geographic information system, legal and admintsteasupport to the Commission
by the Division;

65. Expresses its appreciatioto States that have made contributions to the
voluntary trust fund established by resolution 587 the purpose of facilitating the
preparation of submissions to the Commission anth&voluntary trust fund also
established by that resolution for the purpose efiralying the cost of participation
of the members of the Commission from developingt&t in the meetings of the
Commission, and encourages States to make additommaributions to these funds;

66. Approvesthe convening by the Secretary-General of the tywanth and
thirtieth sessions of the Commission, in New Yor&r 19 March to 27 April 2012
and from 30 July to 10 August 2012, respectivelythwfull conference services,
including documentation, for the plenary parts bése session8,as well as any
resumed twenty-ninth and thirtieth sessions as bmyequired by the Commission,
and requests the Secretary-General to make evéoyt ¢ meet these requirements
within overall existing resources, on the underdiag that the following periods of
the twenty-ninth session will be used for the tachhexaminations of submissions
at the Geographic Information System laboratorird ather technical facilities of
the Division: 19 March to 5 April 2012 and 23 to 2pril 2012;

67. Expresses its firm convictioabout the importance of the work of the
Commission, carried out in accordance with the Gaottion, including with respect
to the participation of coastal States in relevambceedings concerning their
submissions, and recognizes the continued needaftive interaction between
coastal States and the Commission;

68. Expresses its appreciatioto States that have exchanged views in order
to increase understanding of issues, including egtares involved, arising from

%0 From 9 to 20 April 2012 and from 30 July to 10 A2012.
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the application of article 76 of the Conventionushfacilitating the preparation of
submissions by States, in particular developingte3tato the Commission, and
encourages States to continue exchanging views;

69. Notesthe considerable number of submissions yet to desidered by
the Commission, and in this regard stresses thernirgeed for States Parties to the
Convention to take appropriate and prompt steps hi allow the Commission to
consider the increased number of submissions imaly, efficient and effective
manner;

70. Requestshe Secretary-General, in cooperation with MemBéates, to
continue supporting workshops or symposiums onrdifie and technical aspects of
the establishment of the outer limits of the coatital shelf beyond 200 nautical
miles, taking into account the need to strengthapacity-building for developing
countries in preparing their submissions, and tak&e of the workshop held by the
Government of Angola from 16 to 20 May 2011 in Ldarfor this purpose;

VI
Maritime safety and security and flag State implementation

71. Encourages States to ratify or accede to international agreets
addressing the safety and security of navigatienwall as maritime labour, and to
adopt the necessary measures consistent with thevebwion and other relevant
international instruments aimed at implementing @mdorcing the rules contained
in those agreements, and emphasizes the need fpacitg-building for and
assistance to developing States;

72. Recognizesthat the legal regimes governing maritime safetyd a
maritime security may have common and mutually fi@icing objectives that may
be interrelated and could benefit from synergies] ancourages States to take this
into account in their implementation;

73. Emphasizeshe need for further efforts to promote a cultofesafety and
security in the shipping industry and to address shortage of adequately trained
personnel, and urges the establishment of moreregnb provide the required
education and training;

74. Emphasizes alsothat safety and security measures should be
implemented with minimal negative effects on seafarand fishers, especially in
relation to their working conditions;

75. Notesthe 2010 amendments to the International Convantio Standards
of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for $aars, 1978% and to the
Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeepifor Seafarers Code,
otherwise known as the Manila amendmefisnd invites States that have not yet
done so to ratify or accede to that Convention, vasl as the International
Convention on Standards of Training, Certificatiand Watchkeeping for Fishing
Vessel Personnel, 1995;

76. Invites States that have not yet done so to ratify or decéo the
Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, the Work in Fishi Convention, 2007
(No. 188) and the Seafarers’ Identity Documents v&orion (Revised), 2003

31 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1361, No. 23001.
%2 See International Maritime Organization, docum&EEW/CONF.2/32—-34.
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(No. 185) of the International Labour Organization and téeefively implement
those Conventions, and emphasizes the need togwaw States, at their request,
technical cooperation and assistance in that regard

77. Welcomesongoing cooperation between the Food and Agricaltu
Organization of the United Nations, the InternatibMaritime Organization and the
International Labour Organization relating to thafety of fishers and fishing
vessels, underlines the urgent need for continuedkwn that area, and takes note of
the approval by the International Maritime Organiaa of the Guidelines to Assist
Competent Authorities in the Implementation of PRArbf the Code of Safety for
Fishermen and Fishing Vessels, the Voluntary Guissl for the Design,
Construction and Equipment of Small Fishing VesselBnd the Safety
Recommendations for Decked Fishing Vessels of ltkaa 12 Metres in Length and
Undecked Fishing Vessef8which were subsequently forwarded for approvathte
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Mas and the International
Labour Organization;

78. Encouragescontinued cooperation between the parties to theseB
Convention on the Control of Transboundary Moverseait Hazardous Wastes and
Their Disposal and the International Maritime Organization on ukgions on the
prevention of pollution from ships;

79. EncouragesStates to consider becoming parties to the 20XdoRol to
the 1996 International Convention on Liability a@bmpensation for Damage in
Connection with the Carriage of Hazardous and NosiSubstances by S&%;

80. Recallsthat all actions taken to combat threats to maugtisecurity must
be in accordance with international law, includitige principles embodied in the
Charter and the Convention;

81. Recognizeghe crucial role of international cooperation &k tglobal,
regional, subregional and bilateral levels in cotibg in accordance with
international law, threats to maritime securitycliuding piracy, armed robbery at
sea, terrorist acts against shipping, offshore altstions and other maritime
interests, through bilateral and multilateral imstrents and mechanisms aimed at
monitoring, preventing and responding to such tteeahe enhanced sharing of
information among States relevant to the detectigmevention and suppression of
such threats, and the prosecution of offenders wdie regard to national
legislation, and the need for sustained capacityding to support such objectives;

82. Notesthat piracy affects the entire range of vesselgaged in maritime
activities;

83. Emphasizesthe importance of promptly reporting incidents enable
accurate information on the scope of the problempofcy and armed robbery
against ships and, in the case of armed robberjnagahips, by affected vessels to
the coastal State, underlines the importance odcgiffe information-sharing with
States potentially affected by incidents of piramayd armed robbery against ships,
and takes note of the important role of the Intéiorel Maritime Organization;

%3 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 2304, No. 41069.

34 See International Maritime Organization, document\V8®/25/Add.1, annex 16.
35 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1673, No. 28911.

36 |nternational Maritime Organization, document LEGAIF.17/10.
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84. Urges all States, in cooperation with the Internation®aritime
Organization, to actively combat piracy and armedhrery at sea by adopting
measures, including those relating to assistanceh wapacity-building through
training of seafarers, port staff and enforcemewetrspnnel in the prevention,
reporting and investigation of incidents, bringitiee alleged perpetrators to justice,
in accordance with international law, and by adegtnational legislation, as well as
providing enforcement vessels and equipment anddjng against fraudulent ship
registration;

85. EncouragesStates to ensure effective implementation of imétional
law applicable to combating piracy, as reflectedthe Convention, and calls upon
States to take appropriate steps under their nakitaw to facilitate, in accordance
with international law, the apprehension and prosien of those who are alleged to
have committed acts of piracy, including the finemycor facilitation of such acts,
also taking into account other relevant instrumetitat are consistent with the
Convention;

86. Expresses grave concerat the threats posed by piracy and armed
robbery at sea to the safety and welfare of seedaard other persons;

87. Invites all States, the International Maritime Organizatio the
International Labour Organization and other releviaternational organizations and
agencies to adopt or recommend, as appropriatesumes to protect the interest and
welfare of seafarers and fishers who are victimgioétes, after their release from
captivity, including their post-incident care arglntegration into society;

88. Takes noteof the ongoing cooperation between the Internation
Maritime Organization, the United Nations Office @rugs and Crime and the
Division with respect to the compilation of natidregislation on piracy, and notes
that copies of national legislation received by Becretariat have been placed on
the website of the Divisioh’

89. Encouragescontinued national, bilateral and trilateral iatives as well
as regional cooperative mechanisms, in accordangé wmternational law, to
address piracy, including the financing or factiibm of acts of piracy, and armed
robbery at sea in the Asian region, and calls uptrer States to give immediate
attention to adopting, concluding and implementoapperation agreements at the
regional level on combating piracy and armed roptsgainst ships;

90. Reiterates its serious concemegarding continued incidents of piracy
and armed robbery at sea off the coast of Somabkpresses alarm in particular at
the hijacking of vessels, supports the recent &fféo address this problem at the
global and regional levels, notes the adoptiontry $ecurity Council of resolutions
1816 (2008) of 2 June 2008, 1838 (2008) of 7 OctoR808, 1846 (2008) of
2 December 2008, 1851 (2008) of 16 December 20887 X2009) of 30 November
2009, 1918 (2010) of 27 April 2010, 1950 (2010) &3 November 2010,
1976 (2011) of 11 April 2011 and 2015 (2011) of Qdtober 2011, as well as the
statement by the President of the Security CountiR5 August 201G and also
notes that the authorization in resolution 18160@0 and the provisions in
resolutions 1838 (2008), 1846 (2008), 1851 (200397 (2009) and 1950 (2010)
apply only to the situation in Somalia and do néfeet the rights, obligations or
responsibilities of Member States under internalolaw, including any rights or

%7 S/PRST/2010/16; séeesolutions and Decisions of the Security Couiodugust 2010-31 July 2011
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obligations under the Convention, with respect toy aother situation, and
underscores, in particular, the fact that they rmoeto be considered as establishing
customary international law;

91. Notes with appreciatiorthe report of the Secretary-General of 15 June
2011,% prepared pursuant to the request of the Securibpn€il in resolution
1976 (2011);

92. Notesthe continued efforts within the Contact Group Pmacy off the
Coast of Somalia, following the adoption of SecwrilCouncil resolution
1851 (2008), including the establishment under @entact Group of Working
Group 5 on the financial aspects of Somali pirazydcus on and coordinate efforts
to disrupt the pirate enterprise ashore, and condmerontributions of all States in
the efforts to fight piracy off the coast of Sonzgli

93. Recognizeghe primary role of the Transitional Federal Gaweent of
Somalia in combating piracy and armed robbery agfaghips, acknowledges the
importance of a comprehensive and sustainable ese¢tht of the situation in
Somalia, and emphasizes the need to address therlyimd) causes of piracy and to
assist Somalia and States in the region in streargtly institutional capacity to
fight piracy, including the financing or facilitam of acts of piracy, and armed
robbery against ships off the coast of Somalia snlring to justice those involved
in such acts;

94. Notes the approval by the International Maritime Orgatian of
guidelines to assist in the investigation of themas of piracy and armed robbery
against ships® revised interim guidance to shipowners, ship ofesa and
shipmasters on the use of privately contracted drisecurity personnel on board
ships in the high risk are® revised interim recommendations for flag States
regarding the use of privately contracted armedisgcpersonnel on board ships in
the high risk are& and interim recommendations for port and coastttes
regarding the use of privately contracted armedisgcpersonnel on board ships in
the high risk are&?

95. Also notesthe issuance by the International Maritime Orgatian of
Best Management Practices to Deter Piracy off tloms€ of Somalia and in the
Arabian Sea Are& developed by the industry, and notes the adoptior20 May
2011 by the International Maritime Organization ofie resolution on the
implementation of best management practice guidAhce

96. Recalls the adoption on 29 January 2009 of the Code of dooh
concerning the Repression of Piracy and Armed Roplegainst Ships in the
Western Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Aden (DjibaDtide of Conductf under the
auspices of the International Maritime Organizatidhe establishment of the
International Maritime Organization Djibouti Codeubt Fund, a multi-donor trust

% 5/2011/360.

3 See International Maritime Organization, documentM%Circ.1404.

0 See International Maritime Organization, documentM%Circ.1405/Rev.1.

41 See International Maritime Organization, documentM%Circ.1406/Rev.1.

42 See International Maritime Organization, document\M%Circ.1408.

% |nternational Maritime Organization, document MSCif¢.1337, annex 2.

“ International Maritime Organization, document MS@28%Add.4, annex 29.

45 See International Maritime Organization, documend@/14, annex, attachment 1.
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fund initiated by Japan, and the ongoing activities the implementation of the
Code of Conduct;

97. Urges States to ensure the full implementation of retoluA.1026(26),
adopted on 2 December 2009 by the Assembly of thterhational Maritime
Organization, on acts of piracy and armed robbeggimst ships in waters off the
coast of Somalia;

98. Calls upon States that have not yet done so to become paibiehe
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts imga the Safety of Maritime
Navigation and the Protocol for the Suppressiotyofawful Acts against the Safety
of Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Sfi®ifotes the entry into force on
28 July 2010 of the 2005 Protocol to the Conventifon the Suppression of
Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime Naviigm*’ and of the 2005 Protocol
to the 1988 Protocol for the Suppression of Unldwhiets against the Safety of
Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental SH&Ifvites States that have not yet
done so to consider becoming parties to those Bodsp and urges States parties to
take appropriate measures to ensure the effectimplementation of those
instruments through the adoption of legislation.endappropriate;

99. Calls upon States to effectively implement the Internatior&lip and
Port Facility Security Code and the amendmentsh®lhternational Convention for
the Safety of Life at Se#,and to work with the International Maritime Orgaation
to promote safe and secure shipping while ensufriegdom of navigation;

100. Notes the approval by the Maritime Safety Committee dfet
International Maritime Organization of the user dgito chapter XI-2 of the
International Convention for the Safety of Life &&a and to the International Ship
and Port Facility Security Cod;

101. Urges all States, in cooperation with the Internation®laritime
Organization, to improve the protection of offshonestallations by adopting
measures related to the prevention, reporting awedtigation of acts of violence
against installations, in accordance with interoasl law, and by implementing
such measures through national legislation to ensproper and adequate
enforcement;

102. Emphasizeghe progress in regional cooperation, including #iforts of
littoral States, on the enhancement of safety, sgcand environmental protection
in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore, and thkiecéve functioning of the
Cooperative Mechanism on safety of navigation angirenmental protection to
promote dialogue and facilitate close cooperati@ween the littoral States, user
States, shipping industry and other stakeholdersline with article 43 of the
Convention, notes with appreciation the conveninfgtioe fourth Cooperation
Forum, in Malaysia on 10 and 11 October 2011, tberth Project Coordination
Committee Meeting, in Malaysia on 12 October 204hd the seventh Aids to
Navigation Fund Committee Meeting, in Malaysia on dnd 18 October 2011, the
three events being key pillars of the Cooperativeechanism, notes with

8 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1678, No. 29004.
47 International Maritime Organization, document LEGMF.15/21.
“8 International Maritime Organization, document LEGNF.15/22.

“® International Maritime Organization, documents SGIBONF.5/32 and 34, as well as resolution
MSC.202(81) introducing the long-range identificatend tracking of ships system.

%0 See International Maritime Organization, document\V&9/WP.6/Add.1.
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appreciation the important role of the Informati8haring Centre of the Regional
Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and ArRethbery against Ships in
Asia, based in Singapore, and calls upon Stategite immediate attention to
adopting, concluding and implementing cooperatiaareaments at the regional
level,

103. Recognizeshat some transnational organized criminal adegitthreaten
legitimate uses of the oceans and endanger the b¥@eople at sea;

104. Notesthat transnational organized criminal activitiee diverse and may
be interrelated in some cases and that criminahmiptions are adaptive and take
advantage of the vulnerabilities of States, in jpatar coastal and small island
developing States in transit areas, and calls up$tates and relevant
intergovernmental organizations to increase codpmraand coordination at all
levels to detect and suppress the smuggling of amity and trafficking in persons,
in accordance with international law;

105. Recognizeghe importance of enhancing international cooperatt all
levels to fight transnational organized criminatiaities, including illicit traffic in
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, withenscope of the United Nations
instruments against illicit drug trafficking, as las the smuggling of migrants and
trafficking in persons and criminal activities agasfalling within the scope of the
United Nations Convention against Transnationalddiged Crime*

106. Calls uponStates that have not yet done so to consider beapparties
to the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrantg band, Sea and Air,
supplementing the United Nations Convention agaifisdnsnational Organized
Crime,* the Protocol against the lllicit Manufacturing @nd Trafficking in
Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunitsupplementing the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organigeiime > and the Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persdaspecially Women and
Children, supplementing the United Nations Convemtiagainst Transnational
Organized Crime>* and to take appropriate measures to ensure thééctve
implementation;

107. Calls upon States to ensure freedom of navigation, the safety
navigation and the rights of transit passage, @mlaigic sea lanes passage and
innocent passage in accordance with internaticenal In particular the Convention;

108. Welcomeghe work of the International Maritime Organizaticelating to
the protection of shipping lanes of strategic impoce and significance, and in
particular in enhancing safety, security and enwinental protection in straits used
for international navigation, and calls upon théehmational Maritime Organization,
States bordering straits and user States to coattheir cooperation to keep such
straits safe, secure and environmentally protectadl open to international
navigation at all times, consistent with internatb law, in particular the
Convention;

109. Calls uponuser States and States bordering straits usethfernational
navigation to continue to cooperate by agreementnatters relating to navigational

51 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 2225, No. 39574.
%2 |bid., vol. 2241, No. 39574.
%3 |bid., vol. 2326, No. 39574.
% Ibid., vol. 2237, No. 39574.
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safety, including safety aids for navigation, anuk tprevention, reduction and
control of pollution from ships, and welcomes deghents in this regard;

110. Calls upon States that have accepted the amendments to tegula
XI1-1/6 of the International Convention for the Sgfeof Life at Sea, 1974°to
implement the Code of International Standards amd¢dRnmended Practices for a
Safety Investigation into a Marine Casualty or Marilncident® which took effect
on 1 January 2010;

111. Calls upon States that have not yet done so to consider biewgpm
members of the International Hydrographic Orgaritmat and urges all States to
work with that Organization to increase the coverad hydrographic information
on a global basis to enhance capacity-building &mchnical assistance and to
promote safe navigation, particularly through th®duction and use of accurate
electronic navigational charts, especially in areasd for international navigation,
in ports and where there are vulnerable or prottatarine areas;

112. EncouragesStates to continue their efforts in the implemeiota of all
areas of the Action Plan for the Safety of Trans$pof Radioactive Material,
approved by the Board of Governors of the Interoral Atomic Energy Agency in
March 20043

113. Notesthat cessation of the transport of radioactive enats through the
regions of small island developing States is ammadte desired goal of small island
developing States and some other countries, anagrézes the right of freedom of
navigation in accordance with international law;atthStates should maintain
dialogue and consultation, in particular under thespices of the International
Atomic Energy Agency and the International Maritil@eganization, with the aim
of improved mutual understanding, confidence-buitgdi and enhanced
communication in relation to the safe maritime spart of radioactive materials;
that States involved in the transport of such miaterare urged to continue to
engage in dialogue with small island developingt&aand other States to address
their concerns; and that these concerns include ftirther development and
strengthening, within the appropriate forums, aiemmational regulatory regimes to
enhance safety, disclosure, liability, security arampensation in relation to such
transport;

114. Acknowledges in the context of paragraph 113 above, the paaént
environmental and economic impacts of maritime deeits and accidents on coastal
States, in particular those related to the transpdrradioactive materials, and
emphasizes the importance of effective liabilitgiraes in that regard;

115. EncouragesStates to draw up plans and to establish proceduoe
implement the Guidelines on Places of Refuge foip§ShHn Need of Assistance
adopted by the International Maritime Organizatam5 December 200%;

116. Invites States that have not yet done so to consider beapmparties to
the Nairobi International Convention on the RemosWrecks, 2007°

%5 International Maritime Organization, document MS@284Add.1, annex 3, resolution MSC.257(84).

%6 See International Maritime Organization, documentV&&/24/Add.1, annex 1, resolution MSC.255(84).
57 Available from www-ns.iaea.org/downloads/rw/actipians/transport-action-plan.pdf.

%8 International Maritime Organization, Assembly resinin A.949(23).

% International Maritime Organization, document LEGAIF.16/19.
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117. RequestsStates to take appropriate measures with regahijs flying
their flag or of their registry to address hazatdat may be caused by wrecks and
drifting or sunken cargo to navigation or the marenvironment;

118. Calls uponStates to ensure that masters on ships flying fiheg take the
steps required by relevant instruméfite provide assistance to persons in distress
at sea, and urges States to cooperate and to lakec@ssary measures to ensure the
effective implementation of the amendments to théerdnational Convention on
Maritime Search and Rescliand to the International Convention for the Safety
Life at Se&’ relating to the delivery of persons rescued atteem place of safety, as
well as of the associated Guidelines on the Treatrné Persons Rescued at Séa;

119. Recognizesthat all States must fulfil their search and rescu
responsibilities and the ongoing need for the Iméional Maritime Organization
and other relevant organizations to assist, inipaldr, developing States both to
increase their search and rescue capabilitiespydiof through the establishment of
additional rescue coordination centres and regisnalcentres, and to take effective
action to address, to the extent feasible, theessuunseaworthy ships and small
craft within their national jurisdiction;

120. Welcomeghe ongoing work of the International Maritime @rgzation
in relation to disembarkation of persons rescuedeat, and notes in this regard the
need to implement all relevant international ingtants;

121. Notes the adoption by the International Maritime Orgatian on
2 December 2010 of revised guidelines on the praganof access by stowaways
and the allocation of responsibilities to seek shkecessful resolution of stowaway
cases¥

122. Calls uponStates to continue to cooperate in developing aefmgnsive
approaches to international migration and developtnimcluding through dialogue
on all their aspects;

123. Also calls uponStates to take measures to protect fibre-optiarsuine
cables and to fully address issues relating to @heables, in accordance with
international law, as reflected in the Convention;

124. Encouragesgreater dialogue and cooperation among States thed
relevant regional and global organizations throwgdrkshops and seminars on the
protection and maintenance of fibre-optic submarmables to promote the security
of such critical communications infrastructure;

125. Encourageghe adoption by States of laws and regulationgesking the
breaking or injury of submarine cables or pipelinesneath the high seas done
wilfully or through culpable negligence by a shilyifg its flag or by a person
subject to its jurisdiction, in accordance withe@mational law, as reflected in the
Convention;

% The International Convention for the Safety ofeLifit Sea, 1974, the International Convention on
Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979, as amended, tivedUsations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
1982, and the International Convention on Salvag§89.

%1 International Maritime Organization, document MS@2B3Add.1, annex 5, resolution MSC.155(78).

%2 International Maritime Organization, document MS@2B3Add.1, annex 3, resolution MSC.153(78).

% International Maritime Organization, document MS@2B3Add.2, annex 34, resolution MSC.167(78).
54 See International Maritime Organization, document\V&8/26/Add.1, annex 6, resolution MSC.312(88).
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126. Affirms the importance of maintenance, including the repaf
submarine cables, undertaken in conformity witheinaitional law, as reflected in
the Convention;

127. Reaffirmsthat flag, port and coastal States all bear resjiwlity for
ensuring the effective implementation and enforcetr international instruments
relating to maritime security and safety, in acairde with international law, in
particular the Convention, and that flag Statesehgwimary responsibility that
requires further strengthening, including throughcreased transparency of
ownership of vessels;

128. Urges flag States without an effective maritime admimsion and
appropriate legal frameworks to establish or enkatite necessary infrastructure,
legislative and enforcement capabilities to enseffective compliance with, and
implementation and enforcement of, their respotisibs under international law, in
particular the Convention, and, until such actisrtaken, to consider declining the
granting of the right to fly their flag to new veds, suspending their registry or not
opening a registry, and calls upon flag and porat&t to take all measures
consistent with international law necessary to prevthe operation of substandard
vessels;

129. Recognizeshat international shipping rules and standardspaed by the
International Maritime Organization in respect ofamtime safety, efficiency of
navigation and the prevention and control of marpwlution, complemented by
best practices of the shipping industry, have ledat significant reduction in
maritime accidents and pollution incidents, encgesa all States to participate in
the Voluntary International Maritime Organizationekber State Audit Schenfg,
and notes the decision of the International Mar&i@rganization on a phased-in
introduction of the Audit Scheme as an institutitioed proces$®

130. Welcomeghe work of the International Maritime Organizatito develop
a mandatory code for ships operating in polar waté¢tPolar Code”), and
encourages States and competent international mgtons and bodies to support
continued efforts to finalize the Polar Code withlilre agreed framework, with an
entry into force as soon as possible;

131. Recognizeghat maritime safety can also be improved throedflective
port State control, the strengthening of regionatamgements and increased
coordination and cooperation among them, and ims@dainformation-sharing,
including among safety and security sectors;

132. Encouragedlag States to take appropriate measures suffidieachieve
or maintain recognition by intergovernmental arramgents that recognize
satisfactory flag State performance, includingaagropriate, satisfactory port State
control examination results on a sustained basith & view to improving quality
shipping and furthering flag State implementatidrrelevant instruments under the
International Maritime Organization as well as raat goals and objectives of the
present resolution;

% |nternational Maritime Organization, Assembly resinin A.946(23).
% |nternational Maritime Organization, Assembly resioin A.1018(26).
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I X
M arine environment and marine resour ces

133. Emphasize®nce againthe importance of the implementation of Part XlI
of the Convention in order to protect and preseitve marine environment and its
living marine resources against pollution and pbgbidegradation, and calls upon
all States to cooperate and take measures consigtdnthe Convention, directly or
through competent international organizations,tfar protection and preservation of
the marine environment;

134. Notes the work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Clim&bange,
including its findings on the acidification of oagg and in this regard encourages
States and competent international organizationd ather relevant institutions,
individually and in cooperation, to urgently pursderther research on ocean
acidification, especially programmes of observatiamd measurement, noting in
particular paragraph 4 of decision IX/20 adopted tla¢ ninth meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on @&jadal Diversity, held in Bonn,
Germany, from 19 to 30 May 2068and the continued work of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, and to increase national, i@tal and international efforts to
address levels of ocean acidity and the negatiyaghof such acidity on vulnerable
marine ecosystems, particularly coral reefs;

135. Encourages States, individually or in collaboration with refnt
international organizations and bodies, to enhatheér scientific activity to better
understand the effects of climate change on theimaaenvironment and marine
biodiversity and develop ways and means of adamtattaking into account, as
appropriate, the precautionary approach and ecesysipproaches;

136. Encourages States that have not yet done so to become pattes
international agreements addressing the protecaioth preservation of the marine
environment and its living marine resources agaitig introduction of harmful
aquatic organisms and pathogens and marine pofiutiom all sources, including
the dumping of wastes and other matter, and otben$ of physical degradation, as
well as agreements that provide for preparednessdgponse to and cooperation on
pollution incidents and that include provisions bability and compensation for
damage resulting from marine pollution, and to ad¢ipe necessary measures
consistent with international law, including the iv@ntion, aimed at implementing
and enforcing the rules contained in those agreésnen

137. Encourages States, directly or through competent internatlona
organizations, to consider the further developmamd application, as appropriate
and consistent with international law, includinget&onvention, of environmental
impact assessment processes covering planned téediwinder their jurisdiction or
control that may cause substantial pollution osmnificant and harmful changes to
the marine environment, and also encourages themuonication of the reports of
the results of such assessments to the competéetnational organizations in
accordance with the Convention;

138. EncouragesStates that have not done so to become partieggimnal
seas conventions addressing the protection andeprason of the marine
environment;

7 See United Nations Environment Programme, docutdbiEP/CBD/COP/9/29, annex I.
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139. EncouragesStates, in accordance with international law, uéhg the
Convention and other relevant instruments, eithikxtérally or regionally, to jointly
develop and promote contingency plans for respapdin pollution incidents, as
well as other incidents that are likely to havensigant adverse effects on the
marine environment and biodiversity;

140. Recognizeghe importance of improving understanding of thepact of
climate change on oceans and seas;

141. Welcomesthe activities of the United Nations Environmenmo§amme
relating to marine debris carried out in coopenatiwith relevant United Nations
bodies and organizations, notes the holding ofRHth International Marine Debris
Conference, organized by the United States of Aozernd the United Nations
Environment Programme, in Honolulu, United States Aamerica, from 20 to
25 March 2011, and encourages States to furtheeldpwartnerships with industry
and civil society to raise awareness of the extd#nthe impact of marine debris on
the health and productivity of the marine enviromh@nd consequent economic
loss;

142. Urges States to integrate the issue of marine debri® inational
strategies dealing with waste management in thesteabaone, ports and maritime
industries, including recycling, reuse, reductiardalisposal, and to encourage the
development of appropriate economic incentivesddrass this issue, including the
development of cost-recovery systems that provide imcentive to use port
reception facilities and discourage ships from Herging marine debris at sea, and
support for measures to prevent, reduce and corgodlution from any source,
including land-based sources, such as communitgdasoastal and waterway
clean-up and monitoring activities, and encouraf¢stes to cooperate regionally
and subregionally to identify potential sources awhstal and oceanic locations
where marine debris aggregates, and to developraptement joint prevention and
recovery programmes for marine debris;

143. Notesthe work of the International Maritime Organizatido prevent
pollution by garbage from ships, and welcomes thepiion of amendments to
annex V to the International Convention for the \Rmtion of Pollution from Ships,
1973, as modified by the Protocol of 1978 relatihgreto, on the prevention of
pollution by garbage from shig$;

144. Welcomesthe entry into force on 1 August 2011 of amendment
regarding special requirements for the use or ageiof oils in the Antarctic area to
annex | to the International Convention for the \Rmtion of Pollution from Ships,
1973, as modified by the Protocol of 1978 relatihgreto, on the prevention of
pollution by oil from ships, which prohibit the acégage in bulk as cargo or carriage
and use as fuel of heavy grade oils in the Antaratea®

145. EncouragesStates that have not yet done so to become partigbe
Protocol of 1997 (Annex VI-Regulations for the Peation of Air Pollution from
Ships) to the International Convention for the Rretion of Pollution from Ships,
1973, as modified by the Protocol of 1978 relatihgreto, and the 1996 Protocol to
the Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollatioy Dumping of Wastes and
Other Matter, 1972 (“the London Protocol”), andthermore to ratify or accede to

% International Maritime Organization, document MEPZI2@, annex 13, resolution MEPC.201(62).
% See International Maritime Organization, documentA@E0/22, annex 10, resolution MEPC.189(60).
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the International Convention for the Control and idgement of Ships’ Ballast
Water and Sediments, 206%thereby facilitating its early entry into force;

146. Notesthe ongoing work of the International Maritime @rgzation in
accordance with its resolution on International Mare Organization policies and
practices related to the reduction of greenhouseegaissions from ship;

147. Urges States to cooperate in correcting the shortfall port waste
reception facilities in accordance with the actiian to address the inadequacy of
port waste reception facilities developed by thetetnational Maritime
Organization®

148. Recognizeshat most of the pollution load of the oceans eatas from
land-based activities and affects the most prodectiareas of the marine
environment, and calls upon States as a matteriofity to implement the Global
Programme of Action for the Protection of the MarikEnvironment from Land-
based Activitie§’ and to take all appropriate measures to fulfil tsenmitments of
the international community embodied in the BeijiDgclaration on Furthering the
Implementation of the Global Programme of Actién;

149. Notesthat the third intergovernmental review of the Bdb Programme
of Action for the Protection of the Marine Enviroent from Land-based Activities
will be held in Manila on 25 and 26 January 2012;

150. Expresses its concenregarding the spreading of hypoxic dead zones in
oceans as a result of eutrophication fuelled bygniive run-off of fertilizers, sewage
outfall and reactive nitrogen resulting from thering of fossil fuels and resulting
in serious consequences for ecosystem functiordng, calls upon States to enhance
their efforts to reduce eutrophication and, to thffect, to continue to cooperate
within the framework of relevant international ongzations, in particular the
Global Programme of Action;

151. Calls upon all States to ensure that urban and coastal dpwedot
projects and related land-reclamation activitieg @arried out in a responsible
manner that protects the marine habitat and enwienmt and mitigates the negative
consequences of such activities;

152. Notesthe second and third sessions of the IntergovematéNegotiating
Committee to prepare a global legally binding instent on mercury, held in Chiba,
Japan, from 24 to 28 January 2011 and Nairobi fl@nOctober to 4 November
2011, respectively, pursuant to the agreement ef tthenty-fifth session of the
United Nations Environment Programme Governing QGuli@&lobal Ministerial
Environment Forunf?

153. Welcomeghe continued work of States, the United NatiomviEonment
Programme and regional organizations in the impletaton of the Global
Programme of Action, and encourages increased esiphan the link between
freshwater, the coastal zone and marine resourceghé implementation of

" |nternational Maritime Organization, document BWM/MB36, annex.
™ International Maritime Organization, Assembly resiain A.963(23).

2 |nternational Maritime Organization, document MER3931, annex 1.
S See A/51/116, annex Il.

" UNEP/GPAJIGR.2/7, annex V.

> See UNEP/GC.25/17, annex |, decision 25/5.
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international development goals, including thoseitained in the United Nations
Millennium Declaratiorf and of the time-bound targets in the Plan of
Implementation of the World Summit on SustainablevBlopment (“*Johannesburg
Plan of Implementation”}? in particular the target on sanitation, and thenkéorey
Consensus of the International Conference on Fimanfor Development?

154. Recalls the resolution of the thirtieth Consultative Meweti of
Contracting Parties to the Convention on the Préwenof Marine Pollution by
Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, 1972 (“the LomdConvention”) and the
third Meeting of Contracting Parties to the Lond®&motocol, held from 27 to
31 October 2008, on the regulation of ocean femtlion’” in which the Contracting
Parties agreed, inter alia, that the scope of tbadon Convention and Protocol
includes ocean fertilization activities and thaityen the present state of knowledge,
ocean fertilization activities other than for Idgiate scientific research should not
be allowed, and that scientific research proposalsuld be assessed on a case-by-
case basis using an assessment framework to bdogeekeby the scientific groups
under the London Convention and Protocol, and algreed that, to this end, such
other activities should be considered as contravythe aims of the London
Convention and Protocol and should not currentlaliy for any exemption from
the definition of dumping in article Ill, paragrafgh(b), of the London Convention
and article 1, paragraph 4.2, of the London Protoco

155. Also recallsthe resolution of the thirty-second Consultativeetfing of
Contracting Parties to the London Convention aral fifth Meeting of Contracting
Parties to the London Protocol, held from 11 toQd&ober 2010, on the Assessment
Framework for Scientific Research Involving Oceaartfization;’®

156. Further recalls decision 1X/16 C adopted at the ninth meeting bé t
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on d&jaal Diversity?” in which the
Conference of the Parties, inter alia, bearing indrthe ongoing scientific and legal
analysis occurring under the auspices of the Lon@omvention and Protocol
requested parties and urged other Governments, doordance with the
precautionary approach, to ensure that ocean ifeatibn activities were not carried
out until there was an adequate scientific basismhich to justify such activities,
including an assessment of associated risks, amad &hglobal, transparent and
effective control and regulatory mechanism was liacp for those activities, with
the exception of small-scale scientific researcldsts within coastal waters, and
stated that such studies should be authorized drjlystified by the need to gather
specific scientific data, should be subject to artugh prior assessment of the
potential impacts of the research studies on theimaaenvironment, should be
strictly controlled and should not be used for gatieg and selling carbon offsets
or for any other commercial purposes, and notessi@t X/29, adopted at the tenth
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to theweation on Biological Diversity,
held in Nagoya, Japan, from 18 to 29 October 26/i0, which the Conference of
the Parties requested parties to implement decis{éh6 C;

157. Reaffirms paragraph 119 of resolution 61/222 of 20 DecemB806
regarding ecosystem approaches and oceans, inglutlasnproposed elements of an

% Report of the International Conference on Financifigr Development, Monterrey, Mexico,
18-22 March 2002United Nations publication, Sales No. E.02.11.)AGhap. I, resolution 1, annex.

" International Maritime Organization, document LG1®) annex 6, resolution LC-LP.1 (2008).
8 International Maritime Organization, document LG1% annex 5, resolution LC-LP.2 (2010).
® See United Nations Environment Programme, docutdbiEP/CBD/COP/10/27, annex.
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ecosystem approach, means to achieve implementatican ecosystem approach
and requirements for improved application of an stem approach, and in this
regard:

(&) Notes that continued environmental degradationmiany parts of the
world and increasing competing demands requirergent response and the setting
of priorities for management actions aimed at covisg ecosystem integrity;

(b) Notes that ecosystem approaches to ocean managesteould be
focused on managing human activities in order tontan and, where needed,
restore ecosystem health to sustain goods andamwiental services, provide social
and economic benefits for food security, sustaimelihoods in support of
international development goals, including thosentamed in the Millennium
Declaration, and conserve marine biodiversity;

(c) Recalls that States should be guided in the appbn of ecosystem
approaches by a number of existing instrumentgainticular the Convention, which
sets out the legal framework for all activities the oceans and seas, and its
implementing Agreements, as well as other commitisiesuch as those contained in
the Convention on Biological Diversifyand the World Summit on Sustainable
Development call for the application of an ecosyst@pproach by 2010, and in this
context encourages States to enhance their efftotgards applying such an
approach;

(d) Encourages States to cooperate and coordinate #fforts and take,
individually or jointly, as appropriate, all meassr in conformity with international
law, including the Convention and other applicablstruments, to address impacts
on marine ecosystems within and beyond areas abmalt jurisdiction, taking into
account the integrity of the ecosystems concerned;

158. Encouragescompetent organizations and bodies that have ebtdpne
S0 to incorporate an ecosystem approach into thwindates, as appropriate, in
order to address impacts on marine ecosystems;

159. Invites States, in particular those States with advanaahrology and
marine capabilities, to explore prospects for impng cooperation with, and
assistance to, developing States, in particulastleeveloped countries and small
island developing States, as well as coastal Afridates, with a view to better
integrating into national policies and programmesstainable and effective
development in the marine sector;

160. Encourages the competent international organizations, the tébhi
Nations Development Programme, the World Bank attteiofunding agencies to
consider expanding their programmes within thespective fields of competence
for assistance to developing countries and to cioaité their efforts, including in
the allocation and application of Global Environmé&acility funding;

161. Notes the information compiled by the Secretaffain relation to the
assistance available to and measures that may ken thy developing States, in
particular the least developed countries and smséhd developing States, as well
as coastal African States, to realize the beneéitssustainable and effective
development of marine resources and uses of thans;eas provided by States and

8 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1760, No. 30619.
81 A/63/342.
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competent international organizations and global eegional funding agencies, and
urges them to provide information for the annugbae of the Secretary-General
and for incorporation on the website of the Divis§

162. EncouragesStates that have not yet done so to consideryiagf or
acceding to the Hong Kong International Conventidor the Safe and
Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009,facilitate its early entry into
force®?

163. Takes notef the role of the Basel Conventirin protecting the marine
environment against the adverse effects which nesylt from such wastes;

164. Notes with concerithe potential for serious environmental conseqesnc
resulting from oil spill incidents, urges Statesnsistent with international law, to
cooperate, directly or through competent internadloorganizations, and share best
practices, in the fields of protection of the marianvironment, human health and
safety, prevention, emergency response and mitigatiand encourages the
undertaking of scientific research, including mariscientific research, to better
understand the consequences of marine oil spills;

X
Marine biodiversity

165. Reaffirmsits central role relating to the conservation audtainable use
of marine biological diversity beyond areas of padl jurisdiction, notes the work
of States and relevant intergovernmental organirestiand bodies on those issues,
and invites them to contribute to its consideratadrithese issues within the areas of
their respective competence;

166. Welcomesthe meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal Wogk
Group, convened in New York from 31 May to 3 Jun@l® in accordance with
paragraph 163 of resolution 65/37 A, and endorseseicommendation$;

167. Decides accordingly, to initiate within the Ad Hoc Opended Informal
Working Group the process provided for in paragraph) of the recommendations
of the Working Group, that the process will address the issues idetifie
paragraph 1) of the recommendations and in the fashion describn that
paragraph, and that the process will take placg:inithe Ad Hoc Open-ended
Informal Working Group; and (ii) in the format ofhtersessional workshops as
described in paragraph t)(of the recommendations;

168. Requeststhe Secretary-General, consequently, noting papy73 of
resolution 59/24 of 17 November 2004, to convenetimgs of the Ad Hoc Open-
ended Informal Working Group in accordance with gzgaaph 167 of the present
resolution and paragraphs 79 and 80 of resoluti®f3® of 29 November 2005, and
in this regard to convene, with full conferenceviees, a meeting of the Ad Hoc
Open-ended Informal Working Group, to take placenir7 to 11 May 2012, to
provide recommendations to the General Assembliysagixty-seventh session, and
requests the Secretary-General to make every effoneet the requirement for full
conference services within existing resources;

169. Recognizeshe abundance and diversity of marine genetic ugsss and
their value in terms of the benefits, goods andises they can provide;

82 See International Maritime Organization, documdRtCONF/45.
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170. Also recognizeghe importance of research on marine genetic nessu
for the purpose of enhancing the scientific undemding, potential use and
application, and enhanced management of marineyst®ss;

171. EncouragesStates and international organizations, includitgough
bilateral, regional and global cooperation prograasnand partnerships, to continue
in a sustainable and comprehensive way to suppordmote and strengthen
capacity-building activities, in particular in ddeping countries, in the field of
marine scientific research, taking into account, particular, the need to create
greater taxonomic capabilities;

172. Notes the work under the Jakarta Mandate on Marine arahs@l
Biological Diversity®™ and the Convention on Biological Diversity elabiea
programme of work on marine and coastal biologichversity,® and, while
reiterating the central role of the General Assgmiglating to the conservation and
sustainable use of marine biological diversity beyareas of national jurisdiction,
notes the work done by the Conference of the Partee the Convention on
Biological Diversity;

173. Reaffirms the need for States, individually or through conepe
international organizations, to urgently consideayw to integrate and improve,
based on the best available scientific informataord the precautionary approach
and in accordance with the Convention and relaggg@ments and instruments, the
management of risks to the marine biodiversity edmounts, cold water corals,
hydrothermal vents and certain other underwatetufes;

174. Calls uponStates and international organizations to urgetdake further
action to address, in accordance with internatida&l, destructive practices that
have adverse impacts on marine biodiversity andgsgstems, including seamounts,
hydrothermal vents and cold water corals;

175. Calls uponStates to strengthen, in a manner consistent iwtdrnational
law, in particular the Convention, the conservatiand management of marine
biodiversity and ecosystems and national policiesrélation to marine protected
areas;

176. Reaffirms the need for States to continue and intensify rthefforts,
directly and through competent international orgations, to develop and facilitate
the use of diverse approaches and tools for coisgrand managing vulnerable
marine ecosystems, including the possible estaflésit of marine protected areas,
consistent with international law, as reflectedtle Convention, and based on the
best scientific information available, and the depenent of representative
networks of any such marine protected areas by 2012

177. Notesthe work of States, relevant intergovernmentalamigations and
bodies, including the Convention on Biological Disity, in the assessment of
scientific information on and compilation of ecologl criteria for the identification
of marine areas that require protection, in lighthe objective of the World Summit
on Sustainable Development to develop and facdithe use of diverse approaches
and tools, such as ecosystem approaches and thklisktnent of marine protected

8 See A/51/312, annex |1, decision 11/10.

8 United Nations Environment Programme, document BNIBD/COP/7/21, annex, decision VII/5,
annex .
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areas consistent with international law, as refidcin the Convention, and based on
scientific information, including representativetwerks, by 20124

178. EncouragesStates to further progress towards the 2012 tafgetthe
establishment of marine protected areas, includiegresentative networks, and
calls upon States to further consider options tentify and protect ecologically or
biologically significant areas, consistent withé@mtational law and on the basis of
the best available scientific information;

179. Recalls that the Conference of the Parties to the Conwantdn
Biological Diversity, at its ninth meeting, adoptsdientific criteria for identifying
ecologically or biologically significant marine a® in need of protection in open-
ocean waters and deep-sea habitats and scientifitagce for selecting areas to
establish a representative network of marine ptetkcreas, including in open-
ocean waters and deep-sea habifitsnd further recalls that the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations hdeveloped guidance for the
identification of vulnerable marine ecosystems tlgb the International Guidelines
for the Management of Deep-sea Fisheries in thentigas®

180. Acknowledgesthe Micronesia Challenge, the Eastern Tropical ifRac
Seascape project, the Caribbean Challenge and dhal Criangle Initiative, which
in particular seek to create and link domestic marprotected areas to better
facilitate ecosystem approaches, and reaffirms nked for further international
cooperation, coordination and collaboration in supf such initiatives;

181. Reiterates its supportor the International Coral Reef Initiative, takes
note of the International Coral Reef Initiative @eal Meeting, held in Saint-Denis,
Réunion, from 12 to 15 December 2011, and suppitréswork under the Jakarta
Mandate on Marine and Coastal Biological Diverstyd the elaborated programme
of work on marine and coastal biological diversigyated to coral reefs;

182. Encourages States and relevant international institutions iboprove
efforts to address coral bleaching by, inter alaproving monitoring to predict and
identify bleaching events, supporting and strengthg action taken during such
events and improving strategies to manage reefsupiport their natural resilience
and enhance their ability to withstand other presspuincluding ocean acidification;

183. Encourages States to cooperate, directly or through competent
international bodies, in exchanging informationtire event of accidents involving
vessels on coral reefs and in promoting the develpt of economic assessment
techniques for both restoration and non-use vatfeoral reef systems;

184. Emphasizeghe need to mainstream sustainable coral reef gemant
and integrated watershed management into natioeatldpment strategies, as well
as into the activities of relevant United Nationgeacies and programmes,
international financial institutions and the dormmmmunity;

185. Notesthat ocean noise is a potential threat to livingrima resources,
affirms the importance of sound scientific studigs addressing this matter,
encourages further research, studies and considerat the impacts of ocean noise

8 See United Nations Environment Programme, docuné®EP/CBD/COP/9/29, annex |, decision
1X/20, annexes | and II.

% Food and Agriculture Organization of the Unitedtibias, Report of the Technical Consultation on
International Guidelines for the Management of Dsep Fisheries in the High Seas, Rome, 4-8 February
and 25—-29 August 200BAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Report No. 881 FFRB81 (Tri)), appendix F.
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on living marine resources, and requests the Davisio continue to compile the
peer-reviewed scientific studies it receives from ervber States and
intergovernmental organizations pursuant to panalgri07 of resolution 61/222
and, as appropriate, to make them, or referencdsliaks to them, available on its
website;

X1
M arine science

186. Calls upon States, individually or in collaboration with eactther or
with competent international organizations and lesdito continue to strive to
improve understanding and knowledge of the oceamsthe deep sea, including, in
particular, the extent and vulnerability of deea ¢@odiversity and ecosystems, by
increasing their marine scientific research aciigt in accordance with the
Convention;

187. Encouragesin that regard, relevant international organiaa$i and other
donors to consider supporting the Endowment Fundhef International Seabed
Authority in order to promote the conduct of coltahtive marine scientific research
in the international seabed area by supportingpdmticipation of qualified scientists
and technical personnel from developing countries relevant programmes,
initiatives and activities;

188. Invites all relevant organizations, funds, programmes hodies within
the United Nations system, in consultation withemgisted States, to coordinate
relevant activities with regional and national nmeriscientific and technological
centres in small island developing States, as gppate, to ensure the more
effective achievement of their objectives in ac@orde with relevant United Nations
small island developing States development programand strategies;

189. Takes note with appreciatiomf the work of the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission, with the advice of theviddry Body of Experts on
the Law of the Sea, on the development of procesldoe the implementation of
Parts XlIl and X1V of the Convention, and also takeote of the ongoing review of
the Advisory Body of Experts by an open-ended wogkgroup with representatives
from member States;

190. Notes with appreciationthe work of the Advisory Body of Experts,
including its work in cooperation with the Divisipron the practice of member
States related to marine scientific research aadsfier of marine technology within
the framework of the Convention;

191. Also notes with appreciatiothe issuance of the revised publication
entitled Marine Scientific Research: A guide to the impletaéion of the relevant
provisions of the United Nations Convention on tlewv of the Sedn December
20102 and requests the Secretariat to make efforts toliplu the guide in all
official languages of the United Nations;

192. Notes the contribution of the Census of Marine Life toamme
biodiversity research, including through its reperititled “First Census of Marine
Life 2010: Highlights of a Decade of Discovery”;

87 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.10.V.12.
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193. Stresseghe importance of increasing the scientific untiemding of the
oceans-atmosphere interface, including through igpgtion in ocean observing
programmes and geographic information systems, sashthe Global Ocean
Observing System, sponsored by the Intergovernmhen@ceanographic
Commission, the United Nations Environment Prograanmthe World
Meteorological Organization and the Internationa@lu@cil for Science, particularly
considering their role in monitoring and forecasgtiolimate change and variability
and in the establishment and operation of tsunaarnimg systems;

194. Takes note with appreciationof the progress made by the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and MamS$tates towards the
establishment of regional and national tsunami weaynand mitigation systems,
welcomes the continued collaboration of the Unitédations and other
intergovernmental organizations in this effort, aeadcourages Member States to
establish and sustain their national warning antigation systems, within a global,
ocean-related multi-hazard approach, as necesargduce loss of life and damage
to national economies and strengthen the resilieatecoastal communities to
natural disasters;

195. Stressesthe need for continued efforts in developing ndtign and
preparedness measures for natural disasters, plantig following tsunami events
caused by earthquakes, such as the 11 March 2(drit @vJapan;

196. Notes the 2011 report of the Intergovernmental Oceanplgia
Commission and the World Meteorological Organizatientitled “Ocean data buoy
vandalism — incidence, impact and respon$8s”;

197. Urges States to take necessary action and to cooperateelevant
organizations, including the Food and Agriculturegé@nization of the United
Nations, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Comimis and the World
Meteorological Organization, to address damaged®ao data buoys deployed and
operated in accordance with international law, umiéhg through education and
outreach about the importance and purpose of tlesgs, and by strengthening
these buoys against such damage, and increasimogtiregp of such damage;

X1l

Regular Processfor Global Reporting and Assessment of the State
of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects

198. Reiteratesthe need to strengthen the regular scientific sssent of the
state of the marine environment in order to enhatite scientific basis for
policymaking;

199. Welcomeghe meetings of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the &éhon the
Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessmérthe State of the Marine
Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects, carac in New York from 14 to
18 February 2011 in accordance with paragraph 208esolution 65/37 A and on
27 and 28 June 2011 in accordance with paragrapfr&solution 65/37 B;

200. Endorsesthe recommendations adopted by the Ad Hoc Workargup
of the Whole at its second meetifig;

8 World Meteorological Organization-Intergovernment@lceanographic Commission Data Buoy
Cooperation Panel, DBCP Technical Document No. 41.
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201. Reaffirmsthe principles guiding the Regular Process and dhgective
and scope of its first cycle (2010-2014) as agrepdn at the first meeting of the
Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole in 2069;

202. Adoptsthe criteria for the appointment of experts and fuidelines for
workshops to assist the Regular Procgss;

203. Takes noteof the draft terms of reference and working methéalsthe
Group of Experts of the Ad Hoc Working Group of théhole on the Regular
Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of $8tate of the Marine
Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects, thepart on communication
requirements and data and information managementh#® Regular Process and the
report on the preliminary inventory of capacity-liing for assessments and types
of experts for workshop$;

204. Requeststhe Secretary-General to bring the preliminary eintory of
capacity-building for assessments to the attentibrMember States, heads of the
specialized agencies, funds and programmes of timéetd Nations and other
relevant intergovernmental organizations engagedditivities relating to capacity-
building for assessment of the state of the marervironment, including
socioeconomic aspects, as well as funding instingj and invite their contribution
to the preliminary inventory on existing opportieg and arrangements for
capacity-building for assessments;

205. Welcomedhe establishment by the Ad Hoc Working Group loeé tWhole
of the Bureau to put into practice the decisiond goidance of the Ad Hoc Working
Group of the Whole during the intersessional perigdich as approving the
assighments of members of the pool of experts tokwan drafting or to review
drafts, and approving arrangements proposed byGheup of Experts for peer
review;

206. Decidesthat the Bureau shall be composed of fifteen MemBtates
(three Member States from each regional group) thad at least one co-chair and a
qguorum of five Member States, one per regional groghall be considered as the
minimum requirement for the Bureau to perform usdtions;

207. Recommendsthat workshops be organized at the earliest pdessib
opportunity in order to inform the first cycle dfig Regular Process and welcomes
the first of those workshops, held in Santiago frégto 15 September 2011, takes
note of its repo and invites other States to host such workshops, ia this
regard notes with appreciation the offer made byn@ho host a workshop for the
Eastern and South-Eastern Asian Seas, which isnplhrfor the end of February
2012, and the offer made by Belgium to host a wbhdgsfor the North Atlantic, the
Baltic Sea, the Mediterranean Sea and the Blackisé&&arch 2012;

208. Requeststhe Secretary-General to convene the third meetfighe
Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole from 23 to 27 Alp2012 with a view to
enabling the first cycle of the first global integed assessment to proceed, and to
provide recommendations to the General Assemblisatixty-seventh session;

209. Takes noteof the ongoing work of States aimed at the finafian of the
possible outline for the first global integratedsassment of the state of the marine

8 See A/64/347, annex.
% A/66/587, annex.
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environment, including socioeconomic aspectghich would be further considered
by the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole at its hexeeting;

210. Recalls that the Regular Process, as established under Uhied
Nations, is accountable to the General Assembly &ndn intergovernmental
process guided by international law, including envention and other applicable
international instruments, and takes into accoetgvant Assembly resolutions;

211. Emphasizeshat the first cycle of the Regular Process hagubeand that
the deadline for the first integrated assessmef0isA;

212. Notesthat the first phase of the first cycle of the Rkg Process (2010—
2012) will provide for the preparation of key quests to be answered by the first
integrated assessment, at all regional levels,neuee an effective science-policy
relationship and the participation of all relevastakeholders, in particular local
experts, in defining specific objectives and scopéhe assessments;

213. Invites the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commissior, thited
Nations Environment Programme, the Internationalrikiae Organization and the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Mas, and other competent
United Nations specialized agencies, as approprtateontinue to provide technical
and scientific support to the Regular Process;

214. Requestghe secretariat of the Regular Process to conwnleast one
meeting of the Group of Experts, as appropriate anbject to the availability of
resources, prior to the next meeting of the Ad Méarking Group of the Whole;

215. Notes with appreciationthe support provided by the Division to the
Regular Process, and notes also with appreciatlen technical and logistical
support of the United Nations Environment Programamel the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission;

216. Requestghe Secretary-General to promptly take appropriagasures,
by mobilizing all available extrabudgetary and ¢ixig resources, including through
the redeployment of staff, to further strengthem tapacity of the Division, in
particular its human resources, serving as theetadat of the Regular Process,
including in the context of the programme budget tfee current biennium and the
proposed programme budget for the biennium 20123201

217. Notes with appreciatiorthe contributions made to the voluntary trust
fund for the purpose of supporting the operatiohshe first five-year cycle of the
Regular Process, expresses its serious concernrdiegathe limited resources
available in the trust fund, and urges Member Statmternational financial
institutions, donor agencies, intergovernmental amigations, non-governmental
organizations and natural and juridical personantake financial contributions to
those funds established pursuant to paragraph $188solution 64/71 and to make
other contributions to the Regular Process;

X111
Regional cooperation

218. Notesthat there have been a number of initiatives atrégional level, in
various regions, to further the implementation loé Convention, takes note in that
context of the Caribbean-focused Assistance Funtichvis intended to facilitate,
mainly through technical assistance, the voluntargdertaking of maritime
delimitation negotiations between Caribbean Statekes note once again of the
Fund for Peace: Peaceful Settlement of TerritoDasputes, established by the
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General Assembly of the Organization of Americamt& in 2000 as a primary
mechanism, given its broader regional scope, fer phevention and resolution of
pending territorial, land border and maritime boand disputes, and calls upon
States and others in a position to do so to coatelto these funds;

219. Notes with appreciationefforts at the regional level to further the
implementation of the Convention and respond, idiog through capacity-
building, to issues related to maritime safety ageturity, the conservation and
sustainable use of living marine resources, thegmtion and preservation of the
marine environment and the conservation and susibdn use of marine
biodiversity;

220. Invites States and international organizations to enhanteir
cooperation to better protect the marine environimand in this respect welcomes
the memorandum of understanding for enhanced caiper, concluded between
the Commission for the Protection of the Marine Eonment of the North-East
Atlantic, the North East Atlantic Fisheries Comniiss the International Seabed
Authority and the International Maritime Organizati

221. Recognizeghe results of the International Polar Year, 200098, with
particular emphasis on new knowledge about thedgds between environmental
change in the polar regions and global climate eayst encourages States and
scientific communities to strengthen their coopimatin this respect, and notes the
International Polar Year “From Knowledge to Actioi®onference to be held in
Montreal, Canada, from 22 to 27 April 2012;

222. Welcomesregional cooperation, and in this regard notes Heific
Oceanscape Framework as an initiative to enhanoperation among coastal States
in the Pacific island region to foster marine caws¢ion and sustainable
development;

223. Notes with appreciatiorthe various cooperative efforts displayed by
States at the regional and subregional levels,iarntis regard welcomes initiatives
such as the Integrated Assessment and ManagemetheoGulf of Mexico Large
Marine Ecosystem,;

224. Notesthe twenty-fifth anniversary of the Zone of Peacal Cooperation
of the South Atlantic;

X1V
Open-ended | nformal Consultative Process on Oceans and the L aw of the Sea

225. Welcomeghe report on the work of the Informal ConsultatiProcess at
its twelfth meeting, which focused on contributitigthe assessment, in the context
of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable dd@vment, of progress to date
and the remaining gaps in the implementation ofdhtcomes of the major summits
on sustainable development and addressing new mwedigéng challenge$;

226. Recognizeghe role of the Informal Consultative Process asnique
forum for comprehensive discussions on issues edl& oceans and the law of the
sea, consistent with the framework provided by @@nvention and chapter 17 of
Agenda 21, and that the perspective of the thréarpiof sustainable development
should be further enhanced in the examination efdélected topics;

227. Welcomesthe work of the Informal Consultative Process aiid
contribution to improving coordination and coopévat between States and
strengthening the annual debate of the General Abgeon oceans and the law of
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the sea by effectively drawing attention to kewiss and current trends, emphasizes
the timeliness of this year’s topic, and in thigaed encourages States to consider
the 2012 United Nations Conference on Sustainaldeelbpment as an opportunity
to consider measures to implement internationallyead goals and commitments
relating to the conservation and sustainable usthefmarine environment and its
resources;

228. Also welcomesfforts to improve and focus the work of the Infal
Consultative Process, and in that respect recognize primary role of the Informal
Consultative Process in integrating knowledge, #&xehange of opinions among
multiple stakeholders and coordination among compeggencies, and enhancing
awareness of topics, including emerging issuesjavbiomoting the three pillars of
sustainable development, and recommends that tfeenhal Consultative Process
devise a transparent, objective and inclusive pseder the selection of topics and
panellists so as to facilitate the work of the GmheAssembly during informal
consultations concerning the annual resolution o@mams and the law of the sea;

229. Recallsthe need to strengthen and improve the efficieofcthe Informal
Consultative Process, and encourages States, awergmental organizations and
programmes to provide guidance to the Co-Chairthis effect, particularly before
and during the preparatory meeting for the Infori@ahsultative Process;

230. Also recallsthat a further review of the effectiveness anditytiof the
Informal Consultative Process will be undertakenthg General Assembly at its
sixty-seventh session;

231. Requests the Secretary-General to convene, in accordanceéh wi
paragraphs 2 and 3 of resolution 54/33, the thitleemeeting of the Informal
Consultative Process, in New York from 29 May tdune 2012, to provide it with
the necessary facilities for the performance ofwitek and to arrange for support to
be provided by the Division, in cooperation withhet relevant parts of the
Secretariat, as appropriate;

232. Expresses its continued serious conceegarding the lack of resources
available in the voluntary trust fund establishedrbsolution 55/7 for the purpose
of assisting developing countries, in particulande developed countries, small
island developing States and landlocked developBtgtes, in attending the
meetings of the Informal Consultative Process, argks States to make additional
contributions to the trust fund;

233. Decidesthat those representatives from developing coastrivho are
invited by the Co-Chairs, in consultation with Gowments, to make presentations
during the meetings of the Informal Consultativeodass shall receive priority
consideration in the disbursement of funds fromtb&untary trust fund established
by resolution 55/7 in order to cover the costs béit travel, and shall also be
eligible to receive daily subsistence allowancejsabto the availability of funds
after the travel costs of all other eligible remetatives from those countries
mentioned in paragraph 232 above have been covered;

234. Recallsits decision in resolution 65/37 A that, in itsliberations on the
report of the Secretary-General on oceans and &ke df the sea, the Informal
Consultative Process will focus its discussionstatthirteenth meeting on marine
renewable energies;
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XV
Coordination and cooperation

235. Encourages States to work closely with and through internatb
organizations, funds and programmes, as well assffecialized agencies of the
United Nations system and relevant internationalivamtions, to identify emerging
areas of focus for improved coordination and coafien and how best to address
these issues;

236. Encourages bodies established by the Convention to strengthen
coordination and cooperation, as appropriate, Ifilfimg their respective mandates;

237. Requeststhe Secretary-General to bring the present regmuto the
attention of heads of intergovernmental organizasiothe specialized agencies,
funds and programmes of the United Nations engdgeattivities relating to ocean
affairs and the law of the sea, as well as fundimgtitutions, and underlines the
importance of their constructive and timely inpwatr fthe report of the Secretary-
General on oceans and the law of the sea and of gfeaticipation in relevant
meetings and processes;

238. Welcomegthe work done by the secretariats of relevant &dhiNations
specialized agencies, programmes, funds and baidsthe secretariats of related
organizations and conventions to enhance inter-egenordination and cooperation
on ocean issues, including through UN-Oceans, thteriagency coordination
mechanism on ocean and coastal issues within theetdiNations system;

239. Invites the Joint Inspection Unit to review UN-Oceans a&ondsubmit a
report thereon to the General Assembly for its adermtion, and requests UN-Oceans
to submit to the Assembly draft terms of referefimeits work, to be considered by
the Assembly at its sixty-seventh session with ewio reviewing the mandate of
UN-Oceans and enhancing transparency and repodfnigs activities to Member
States;

240. Encourages continued updates to Member States by UN-Oceans
regarding its priorities and initiatives, in padlar with respect to the proposed
participation in UN-Oceans;

XVI

Activities of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the L aw of the Sea

241. Expresses its appreciatioto the Secretary-General for the annual
comprehensive report on oceans and the law of ¢lag grepared by the Division, as
well as for the other activities of the Divisionhigh reflect the high standard of
assistance provided to Member States by the Dimisio

242. Notes with satisfactiorthe third observance by the United Nations of
World Oceans Day on 8 June 2011, recognizes witprexpation the efforts
deployed by the Division in organizing its celeboat and invites the Division to
continue to promote and facilitate internationabperation on the law of the sea
and ocean affairs in the context of the future obaece of World Oceans Day, as
well as through its participation in other eventigls as the World Expo to be held in
Yeosu, Republic of Korea, in 2012;

243. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to carry out the
responsibilities and functions entrusted to himthie Convention and by the related
resolutions of the General Assembly, including tetfons 49/28 and 52/26, and to
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ensure the allocation of appropriate resource$i¢olivision for the performance of
its activities under the approved budget for thgaization;

244. Also requestshe Secretary-General to continue the publicatotivities
of the Division, in particular through the publicat of The Law of the Sea: A Select
Bibliographyand theLaw of the Sea Bulletjn

XVII

Commemor ation of thethirtieth anniversary
of the opening for signature of the Convention

245. Decidesto devote two days of plenary meetings at its ysb&venth
session, on 10 and 11 December 2012, to the corsida of the item entitled
“Oceans and the law of the sea” and the commenmraif the thirtieth anniversary
of the opening for signature of the Convention luing special recognition of the
crucial role played by Ambassador Arvid Pardo ofltdaand, in particular, his
visionary speech delivered on 1 November 1967 keeftre General Assembly,
leading to the adoption of the Convention, and emages Member States and
observers to be represented at the highest podeinéé;

246. Invites States Parties to the Convention to commemoratbeat twenty-
second meeting the thirtieth anniversary of the ropg for signature of the
Convention;

247. Welcomesthe decision of the Assembly of the Internatior&gabed
Authority to convene a special meeting during itsgh¢eenth session to
commemorate the thirtieth anniversary of the opgnifor signature of the
Convention?

248. Requestghe Secretary-General to organize, as appropretgyities to
mark this occasion, and invites States, United &&i agencies, funds and
programmes, intergovernmental and non-governmeptganizations and other
relevant bodies, in accordance with the practicethe United Nations, to support
these activities, as appropriate;

XVIII
Sixty-seventh session of the General Assembly

249. Requestghe Secretary-General to prepare a report for icenation by
the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh sessiondevelopments and issues
relating to ocean affairs and the law of the sealuding the implementation of the
present resolution, in accordance with resolutid8428, 52/26 and 54/33, and to
make the section of the report related to the tapat is the focus of the thirteenth
meeting of the Informal Consultative Process aVd#éaat least six weeks in advance
of the meeting of the Informal Consultative Process

250. Emphasizesthe critical role of the annual report of the Ssary-
General, which integrates information on developtaenrelating to the
implementation of the Convention and the work of tArganization, its specialized
agencies and other institutions in the field of aceaffairs and the law of the sea at
the global and regional levels, and as a resultstitites the basis for the annual
consideration and review of developments relatiogptean affairs and the law of

1 See ISBA/L7/A/8.
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the sea by the General Assembly as the globaltutgin having the competence to
undertake such a review;

251. Notes that the report referred to in paragraph 249 abuwwi¢ also be
submitted to States Parties pursuant to article 81%he Convention regarding
issues of a general nature that have arisen wipeaet to the Convention;

252. Also notesthe desire to further improve the efficiency ofdaeffective
participation of delegations in the informal corstions concerning the annual
General Assembly resolution on oceans and the lawhe sea, decides that the
period of the informal consultations on that resiwn should not exceed a
maximum of two weeks in total and that the condidtes should be scheduled in
such a way that the Division has sufficient timeptmduce the report referred to in
paragraph 249 above, and invites States to sulaxitgroposals for inclusion in the
resolution to the Coordinator of the informal coliations at the earliest possible
date;

253. Decidesto include in the provisional agenda of its sistgventh session
the item entitled “Oceans and the law of the sea”.

93rd plenary meeting
24 December 2011

Annex

Recommendations of the Ad Hoc Open-ended I nformal Working
Group to study issuesrelating to the conservation and sustainable
use of marine biological diversity beyond areas of national
jurisdiction®

The Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal Working Group, maymet from 31 May to

3 June 2011 in accordance with paragraph 163 ofe@dnAssembly resolution
65/37 A of 7 December 2010, recommends that:

(&) A process be initiated, by the General Assembiyh a view to ensuring
that the legal framework for the conservation andtainable use of marine
biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdictiefiectively addresses those issues
by identifying gaps and ways forward, including dbhgh the implementation of
existing instruments and the possible developmért multilateral agreement under
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the ;5ea

(b) This process address the conservation and sadtlinuse of marine
biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdictidn, particular, together and as a
whole, marine genetic resources, including question the sharing of benefits,
measures such as area-based management toolsdingclmarine protected areas,
and environmental impact assessments, capacityimgiland the transfer of marine
technology;

(c) This process take place: (i) in the existing WagkGroup; and (ii) in the
format of intersessional workshops aimed at impngviinderstanding of the issues
and clarifying key questions as an input to the kvof the Working Group;

(d) The mandate of the Working Group be reviewed aasl,appropriate,
amended, with a view to undertaking the tasks etéd by the present
recommendations;
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(e) The Secretary-General be requested to conveneding of the Working
Group in 2012 to make progress on all issues uedamination within the Working
Group and to provide recommendations to the Genksabmbly at its sixty-seventh
session.

41



