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Marine Assessment and Decision Support 



Marine Assessment and Decision Support at  
UNEP-WCMC 

 Our work 

− Guides decisions impacting on the marine and 
coastal environment 

− Through collaboration we create and improve 
critical marine and coastal datasets 

 

 http://data.unep-wcmc.org 
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Global Distribution of Coral Reefs (2010) 
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Enhancing Data Use and Value 

 Spatial extent estimates 

 Variable attributes 

 Potential to provide information on: 

• Coral type 

• Status 

• Health 

• Trends 

 Potential for use as a standard framework for local 
monitoring activities  
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First Step 

 

 Collaborative review   

 

 Standardisation 
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Validated data – Classification levels 
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Short Term Objectives 

 Standardize current coral reef data attributes 

− existing coral attributes grouped 

− standardized version across all regions 

− scalability and interoperability with other data 

 

 Define core data and metadata attributes 

 

 Develop data and metadata templates 
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Mid – Long Term Objectives 

 

 

 Validation of dataset - develop tools  
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Marine Habitat Validation Tool 

14th December 2011 



Further Mid – Long Term Objectives 

 

 

 Improve integration of GCRMN data where relevant/possible 

 

 Enhance use of data by local managers 
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Usage to date 

 Global-scale analyses 

 

 Global Risk Assessments 

• Reefs @ Risk Revisited 

 

 Scientific research projects 

 

 Planning and assessment, both regional to national 
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Potential use 

 Planning  

 Assessment  

 Research  

 Monitoring - local and global 

 GCRMN Activities 

− Objective 2 - as a coral reef spatial distribution baseline 

− Objective 3 – development of core attributes provide 
comparable, useful and high quality coral reef status 
information 
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Collaborative Effort 

UNEP-WCMC is requesting support and collaboration 
from the coral reef community to form a technical 
working group (perhaps under the auspices of 
GCRMN) to consolidate and standardise core attributes 
for the coral reef layer.  
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