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The	
  Mesoamerican	
  Reef	
  



Objec3ves	
  of	
  HRI	
  

Promote	
  the	
  applica3on	
  of	
  Healthy	
  Reefs	
  indicators	
  by	
  managers,	
  
policy	
  makers	
  and	
  other	
  leaders	
  concerned	
  with	
  the	
  integrity	
  of	
  the	
  
Mesoamerican	
  Reef	
  Ecosystem.	
  	
  Common	
  voice	
  
	
  
Provide	
  standardized	
  analyses	
  of	
  reliable	
  scien3fic	
  data	
  to	
  improve	
  
and	
  track	
  reef	
  management.	
  Regular	
  repor1ng	
  
	
  
Serve	
  as	
  an	
  open	
  forum	
  for	
  informa3on	
  sharing	
  and	
  networking	
  
among	
  science	
  and	
  conserva3on	
  partners.	
  Collabora1on	
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Reef	
  Health	
  Grading	
  Criteria	
  



Regional	
   (193	
  sites)	
  
Very	
  good	
   1%	
  
Good	
   9%	
  
Fair	
   25%	
  
Poor	
   40%	
  
Cri3cal	
   24%	
  



A	
  Growing	
  Database	
  

90	
  sites	
  with	
  temporal	
  
replica-on	
  

2005	
  	
  to	
  2012	
  

508	
  sites	
  in	
  total	
  

85	
  %	
  sampled	
  
using	
  AGRRA	
  

Online	
  access	
  
	
  
Training	
  for	
  data-­‐
collectors	
  
	
  

Species	
  –level	
  data	
  



Reports	
  and	
  Recommenda-ons	
  are	
  a	
  
Collec-ve	
  Effort	
  of	
  48	
  Partners	
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Contributors
More than 40 partners from the four Mesoamerican 
FRXQWULHV� �%HOL]H�� 0H[LFR�� +RQGXUDV� DQG� *XDWHPDOD��
DWWHQGHG�RXU� ÀUVW� 5HJLRQDO� 3DUWQHUV�0HHWLQJ� WR� UHYLHZ�DQG�
develop a comprehensive set of prioritized recommendations
to improve reef health in the Mesoamerican Reef. 
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Healthy Reefs Initiative (2012). Report Card for Mesoamerican Reef

Healthy Reefs Initiative Regional Partners Meeting. 
3OD\D�GHO�&DUPHQ��4XLQWDQD�5RR��0H[LFR��$XJXVW���������

Regional experts in marine conservation developed the prioritized reef  
management recommendations presented in this report (inside cover). 
7KH������(FR�$XGLW�ZLOO�HYDOXDWH�HDFK�FRXQWU\·V�SURJUHVV�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�WKHP�
  
5HVXOWV�RI�WKH�ÀUVW������(FR�$XGLW�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�RQ�www.healthyreefs.org
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Expertos regionales en conservación marina desarrollaron y priorizaron las 
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  Eco-­‐Audit	
  	
  
	
  

Measuring	
  Management	
  Progress	
  at	
  a	
  Na-onal	
  Scale	
  

Indicators	
  taken	
  directly	
  from	
  
Report	
  Card	
  recommenda3ons	
  
	
  
All	
  Countries	
  held	
  to	
  the	
  same	
  bar	
  	
  
	
  

All	
  docs	
  on	
  www.healthyreefs.org	
  

2013	
  ECO-­‐AUDIT	
  



•  Unprecedented	
  in	
  scale	
  and	
  scope	
  
•  Four	
  countries	
  
•  Over	
  	
  40	
  organiza-ons	
  
•  Over	
  100	
  individuals	
  
•  Over	
  300	
  suppor-ng	
  documents	
  collected	
  
•  Evaluated	
  22	
  indicators	
  over	
  7	
  themes	
  
•  Serves	
  as	
  basis	
  for	
  measuring	
  future	
  progress	
  



	
  Key	
  to	
  Results	
  at	
  a	
  Glance	
  



All	
  docs	
  on	
  www.healthyreefs.org	
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Successes:	
  Grazers	
  Get	
  Protec-on	
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5HHI�*UD]HUV�*HW�3URWHFWLRQ�LQ�%HOL]H

As many coral reefs have shifted to become macroalgae dominated reefs over the last 40 years, the ecological role 
RI�JUD]HUV��OLNH�WKH�PDJQLÀFHQW�UDLQERZ�SDUURWÀVK�SLFWXUHG�EHORZ��KDV�EHFRPH�HYHQ�PRUH�FULWLFDO��0DFURDOJDH�FDQ�
smother corals directly or reduce coral growth and recruitment success. 

)LVKHULHV�FDWFK�GDWD�FROOHFWHG�DW�*ORYHU·V�5HHI�E\�WKH�:LOGOLIH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�6RFLHW\��:&6��UHYHDOHG�WKDW�SDUURWÀVKHV�
ZHUH�WKH�VHFRQG�PRVW�FRPPRQ�W\SH�RI�ÀQÀVK�FDXJKW��7KLV�FDPH�DV�D�ELJ�VXUSULVH�WR�UHJXODWRUV��DV�ÀVK�DUH�PRVWO\�VROG�
DV�ÀOOHW��DQG�QR�ÀOOHWV�DUH�ODEHOHG�DV�SDUURWÀVK��7KLV�QHZ�NQRZOHGJH��DORQJVLGH�WKH�UHJLRQ�ZLGH�UHHI�GHFOLQHV�QRWHG�LQ�
the 2008 Report Card, spurred a campaign to protect these “cleaners of the reef”.

,Q�$SULO�������%HOL]H�UHVSRQGHG�E\�SDVVLQJ�ODQGPDUN�UHJXODWLRQV�JLYLQJ�IXOO�SURWHFWLRQ�WR�DOO�VSHFLHV�RI�SDUURWÀVK�DQG�
VXUJHRQÀVK��*HQHWLF� WHVWLQJ�RI� ÀOOHW� VDPSOHV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�FRXQWU\�GHPRQVWUDWHV�JRRG�FRPSOLDQFH� �RYHU��������
Data presented in this report card (pg. 18) suggests that the protection is already helping the recovery of herbivore 
ELRPDVV�LQ�%HOL]H��ZLWK�WKH������ELRPDVV�MXVW�VXUSDVVLQJ�OHYHOV�UHFRUGHG�LQ������DQG�LQFUHDVLQJ�����DERYH�WKH�ORZ�
levels measured in 2009.

��%ULDQ�6NHUU\�1DWLRQDO�*HRJUDSKLF�PDJD]LQH

6KULPS�WUDZOLQJ� LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW� LQGLVFULPLQDWH�DQG�GHVWUXFWLYH�NLQGV�RI�ÀVKLQJ�EHFDXVH�WKH�VPDOO�PHVK�XVHG�WR�
FDWFK�WKH�VKULPS�DOORZ�IHZ�RWKHU�DQLPDOV�WR�HVFDSH��7KH�SURFHVV�RI�GUDJJLQJ�WKHVH�QHWV�DFURVV�WKH�VHDÁRRU�GHVWUR\V�
or disturbs the bottom community and has been compared to hunting in a forest with a bulldozer. Everything in the 
path of these nets is disturbed or destroyed, including seagrass, coral reefs or benthic organisms that provide habitat 
IRU�ÀVK�DQG�RWKHU�VSHFLHV���

,Q� %HOL]H�� PDQ\� MXYHQLOH� JURXSHUV� DQG� VQDSSHUV�� DPRQJ� RWKHU� VSHFLHV�� ZHUH� EHLQJ� FDXJKW� DQG� GLVSRVHG� RI� DV�
E\�FDWFK��WKUHDWHQLQJ�WKH�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�RI� ORFDO�ÀVKHULHV��2FHDQD�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�RI�%HOL]H�DQG�WKH�
ÀVKLQJ�FRRSHUDWLYH�WKDW�RZQHG�WKH�WZR�UHPDLQLQJ�WUDZOHUV�WR�SXUFKDVH�WKH�GHEW�ULGGHQ�WUDZOHUV� LQ�UHWXUQ�IRU�WKHLU�
support for the ban.

,Q� )HEUXDU\�������%HOL]H�EHFDPH� WKH�ÀUVW�FRXQWU\� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG� WR�EDQ�DOO� IRUPV�RI�ERWWRP�WUDZOLQJ��HVSHFLDOO\� WKH�
RQJRLQJ�SUDFWLFH�RI�ERWWRP�WUDZOLQJ�IRU�VKULPS��IURP�LWV�WHUULWRULDO�VHD�DQG�([FOXVLYH�(FRQRPLF�=RQH��%RWWRP�WUDZOLQJ�
is still a concern in other parts of the Mesoamerican Reef.

%RWWRP�7UDZOLQJ�%DQQHG�,Q�%HOL]H
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33%	
  increase	
  in	
  biomass	
  in	
  Belize	
  from	
  2009	
  to	
  2011/12	
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