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ICRI GM Mexico-US 3/2009/Summary Record

INTERNATIONAL CORAL REEF INITIATIVE (ICRI)

General Meeting

Phuket, Thailand, 20-23rd April 2009

Record of the Meeting

Presented by the ICRI Secretariat

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1) The third general meeting of the Mexico-United States ICRI Secretariat was held from the 20-23rd April, 2009 in Phuket, Thailand. The meeting was co-chaired by Ernesto Enkerlin, Mexico and Christine Dawson, United States of America. 

2) The General Meeting welcomed the Wildlife Conservation Society as an ICRI member organisation. 

3) A total of 61 participants attended the ICRI General Meeting. 16 countries were represented and 33 organisations. Nine apologies were received (Annex 1). 33 ICRI members participated in the GM, 28 of which were represented by a nominated focal point.
4) A total of 3 resolutions were adopted by the ICRI General Meeting on the issues of: communication and awareness, invasive alien species, and coral disease.  
5) During a hand-over ceremony, the General Meeting welcomed France as the incoming co-host of the ICRI Secretariat for the 2009-2011 biennium.  France shared an early draft of their Secretariat Action Plan, which will be posted to the ICRIForum for further opportunity to review and comment in lead-up to the next ICRI General Meeting.

6) A particular note of thanks was made to Ambassador Laurent Bili, Ambassador of France to Thailand, for addressing the meeting (Annex 2).
7) The new and improved ICRIForum was launched during the General Meeting.  The new format not only demonstrates an easy-to-navigate site, but has an improved design to enable all speeds of internet connection to access the materials.  

8) The next General Meeting will take place in January 2010 in Monaco, under the incoming Secretariat.  The details will be circulated to the ICRI Members and posted in due course on the ICRIForum www.icriforum.org. 

Summary of New Members, Recommendations and Resolutions, Decisions, Ad Hoc Committees and Outstanding Actions:
New Members

9) The General Meeting welcomed the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) as a new member.  WCS is a private, non-profit organisation dedicated to the conservation of wildlife species worldwide (www.wcs.org). Its work on seascapes and species, scientific monitoring and assessment, and participatory planning for conservation and management, demonstrate a clear link to the efforts of WCS and the goals and objectives of the ICRI partnership.  
Recommendations and Resolutions
10) Recommendation on Continuing Coral Reef Awareness.  The General Meeting agreed to a recommendation recognising public awareness as an essential element in coral reef conservation and encouraging its Members and other active participants to continue efforts to carry out the goals of the International Year of the Reef 2008 campaign.  

11) Recommendation on Invasive Alien Species. The General Meeting agreed to a recommendation on invasive alien species (IAS), acknowledging their major threat to marine biodiversity and impact on coral reef ecosystems.  The recommendation encourages ICRI Members, networks, other governments, donor agencies, NGOs and the scientific community to strengthen the management of coral reefs and associated ecosystems to build resistance to marine bioinvasions, as well as raise awareness and capacity building to address IAS among reef managers and other key stakeholders.

12) Resolution on Coral Disease.  The ICRI General Meeting recognized the significant threat of coral disease to the health and productivity of coral reefs worldwide and the need to better understand the incidence, causal agents, distribution, impact and global patterns of diseases for informed management of this emerging issue.  This resolution calls on ICRI Members to support research to improve the understanding of coral disease prevalence and the vectors by which they are transmitted, to support actions to improve the exchange of coral disease monitoring data, and to establish an Ad Hoc Committee to guide and inform collaborative action on issues of marine disease relevant to coral reef ecosystems.  Terms of Reference and a call for participation in the Ad Hoc Committee will be posted to the ICRIForum in an effort to begin work intersessionally. 
Decisions

13) The General Meeting agreed:
(i) On the revisions to the ICRI Organisation and Management Procedures.  As the most recent version of the procedures was adopted in 2004, a number of the procedures were considered no longer relevant or overly complicated and cumbersome.  The revisions include a streamlined motions process, condensing of the financial obligations, and creation of a broad, inclusive view of the operational networks.  The approved revisions will be posted on the ICRIForum.
(ii) That the Secretariat will post to the ICRIForum the most current information relevant to the issue of retired underwater munitions and their potential effect on coral reef ecosystems. The incoming Secretariat will also consider inviting a speaker to the next General Meeting to further present information on this issue.
(iii) That GCRMN produce a brochure or brief report for distribution in the lead-up to and during the 2009 Copenhagen Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.  The objective of the publication is to provide a summary to provide supporting information on the threat global climate change poses to coral reef ecosystems.   To complement the brochure, a “climate change” section will be created on the ICRIForum and ICRI members are encouraged to contribute to this section. 
(iv) Further discussion on the role, structure and future of GCRMN will occur during the next General meeting.  Minutes from the Management Group meetings which took place on the margins of the Phuket General Meeting will be posted on the ICRI Forum for review. 
(v) Discussions on the live reef food fish trade and the food security and coral reef fisheries relationship will carry forward to the next General Meeting, including engagement of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in these discussions.  The United States Department of State is supporting a workshop on the Live Reef Food Fish Trade (expected to occur August 2009), to be held as an ICRI Regional Workshop, and anticipates the outcomes will be presented during the next ICRI meeting.
(vi) Following a presentation highlighting the outcomes of a recent U.S.-sponsored workshop on the potential listing of Corallium (red and pink coral) on Appendix II of the Convention on the International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES), the United States indicated its intent to submit a motion to the next General Meeting on proposals for coral reef listings, and other proposed listings relevant to coral reef ecosystems, to the CITES Appendices.
Ad Hoc Committees 

14) The Ad Hoc Committee on Economic Valuation of Coral Reef Ecosystems will continue to report to the next ICRI GM in January 2010.
15) Updated terms of reference were proposed for the continuation of the Ad Hoc Committee on the East Asia Regional Workshop 
16) Additional terms of reference were adopted for the Ad Hoc Committee on Enforcement & Investigation. The terms of reference now include development of training materials pertaining to the illegal trade in wildlife products to coral reef ecosystems. 
17) A new Ad Hoc Committee on the Fourth International Tropical Marine Ecosystem Management Symposium (ITMEMS4), was formed, and should report to the next ICRI GM in January 2010. The Committee will be led by Kristian Teleki, ICRAN, and will consider the organisation of ITMEMS4 including content and themes, host and venue location, timing, budget and financing. 
18) The Ad Hoc Committee for the International Year of the Reef 2008 is now closed. An IYOR 2008 end of year report is currently being finalized and will be released in June 2009. 
Outstanding Actions 
19) The following actions arose from discussions:

(i) The Meeting requested that the Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee on Enforcement and Investigation gather information pertinent to underwater munitions disposal, and post relevant information on the ICRIForum for consideration at the next GM; 

(ii) ICRI members will be requested to provide information on their organisation for the new ICRIForum;

(iii) The Mexico U.S. Secretariat will undertake a formal review of the full term of the Mexico-U.S. Secretariat and report to the next ICRI GM;

(iv) Following the ICRI Resolution on Coral Disease, a draft ToR for the Ad Hoc Committee will be posted on the ICRIForum. Ad Hoc Committee members will be solicited during the intercessional period, and the Committee Chair will report on progress at the January GM.  

20) ICRI Members are encouraged to:
(i) Inform the Secretariat when they take forward ICRI recommendations or decisions in their work, or into other fora through icri@unep-wcmc.org;
(ii) Continue to submit reports in the run up to the next ICRI GM.
OPENING OF THE MEETING

21) The participants were welcomed by Mexico and the United States Co-chairs as the ICRI Secretariat for 2007-2009. The meeting was opened with remarks by Ernesto Enkerlin Hoeflich, Director of La Comisión Nacional de Áreas Naturales Protegidas (CONANP), Mexico and Christine Dawson, Bureau of Oceans, Environment and Science, U.S. Department of State. 

Adoption of the agenda

22) The Co-chair presented the draft agenda for the General Meeting (GM), which had been posted on the ICRIForum. 

23) The draft agenda of the meeting was adopted with minor modification to its timing and the following additions:

(i) Coastal Oceans Research and Development in the Indian Ocean (CORDIO) update replaced the Caribbean Challenge under agenda item 6;

(ii) GCRMN future, tabled under agenda item 15: Other Business.
NEW ICRI MEMBERS
24) A request for membership was received by the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS).  

25) WCS is a private, non-profit organisation dedicated to the conservation of wildlife and wild species worldwide. WCS’s Global Marine Programme focuses on the conservation of important seascapes and species and both generates and applies science and on the ground experience in engaging a wide range of stakeholders in efforts to secure their future over the long term. WCS made a brief statement, indicating their support to the ICRI Call to Action, Renewed Call to Action and Framework for Action. The focal points were identified as Caleb McClennen, Director of WCS’s Global Marine Programme and Amie Brautigam, Marine Policy Advisor as focal points. The ICRI membership welcomed WCS.
26) The Co-Chairs recognised members who have reactivated their role in ICRI and acknowledged the large number of observers at the meeting. Observers were invited to introduce themselves to ICRI members.
REPORTS OF ICRI AD HOC COMMITTEES 

ICRI Ad Hoc Committee on Enforcement and Natural Resource Investigations in Coral Reefs and Associated Ecosystems 
27) Progress and recent developments were presented to this meeting, including the production of an informational booklet funded by UNEP. Three workshops have been implemented since the last GM, in Malaysia, Barbados and the Maldives. A further four workshops are planned for 2009 in Tahiti, Tobago, South Africa and Indonesia. Further information can be found on http://www.icran.org/action-csi.html. 
28) The chair of the ad hoc Committee requested members to consider expanding the ad hoc committee terms of reference to include the issue of illegal trade in wildlife products associated with coral reefs, with a focus on investigations in the export country, and to recognise organisations which are active in this field (e.g. IUCN Species Survival Commission (IUCN SSC) , the Wildlife Trade Monitoring Network (TRAFFIC) and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 
29) A summary of issues surrounding underwater munitions disposal was presented. The Committee Chair requested members to consider expanding the ad hoc committee to include the issue of underwater munitions as a sub group.
30) In discussion ICRI members questioned the threat posed by underwater munitions to coral reefs and its priority with respect to threats to coral reef ecosystems, particularly in light of the increasing importance of climate change impacts. It was noted that in the Pacific, communities do not identify this as a major issue facing coral reefs. The topic was recognized as one that is relatively unknown and more information is required to make an informed decision. 
31) In conclusion, the meeting agreed the addition to the existing TOR relevant to illegal wildlife trade, and requested the ad hoc Committee Chair to gather information pertinent to underwater munitions disposal, and provide it to the Secretariat to post it on the ICRIForum for consideration at the next GM. 
ICRI ad hoc Committee on the International Year of the Reef (IYOR) 
Supporting Document:  IYOR 2008 Presentation
32) December 2008 saw the end of a very successful IYOR 2008 campaign. The IYOR Coordinator recommended a continuation of awareness raising efforts and encouraged members and other active participants to continue to carry out the goals of the IYOR 2008.

33) The IYOR Coordinator presented examples of activities that were undertaken across the world to demonstrate the commitment to action inspired by the designation of IYOR 2008. A tremendous amount of material (in several languages) was produced during the Year, including educational DVDs, posters, children's books, and much more. More than 630 events around the world were organized such as cleanups, surveys, workshops, exhibitions, and children’s art contests, including 20 national launches and proclamations. Two thirds of countries and territories that contain coral reefs were involved in IYOR 2008. IYOR was the catalyst for the development of some critical actions that we expect will have positive impacts on coral reef conservation in the near future.

34) An IYOR 2008 end of the year report is currently being finalized and will be released in June 2009. This report is a compilation of accomplishments, highlighting examples of actions that took place throughout the year. This report will be accompanied with a CD in which organization and country IYOR reports, and some of the materials produced will be available. The report will be available on the ICRIForum.

35) The IYOR Coordinator recommended that more preparation time should be provided if ICRI decides to launch a third IYOR in the future. Fundraising was identified as particularly difficult due to the lack of legal financial status. The United States was thanked for their support. 
36) ICRI members thanked the IYOR Coordinator for his motivation and dedication in realising the IYOR Campaign, and maintaining such high momentum throughout the year. The recommendation for a continuation of coral reef awareness activities and focal point reporting was recognised as valuable in maintaining the IYOR 2008 momentum. 
37) Details of IYOR focal points, as well as activities and products, are available at www.iyor.org. Please note that the IYOR 2008 website will shortly be moving onto the ICRIForum in the education centre section. 
ICRI Ad Hoc Committee for the ICRI East Asia Regional MPA Workshop 
Supporting Document:  ICRI East Asia Regional Workshop Ad Hoc Committee Report
38) The ICRI East Asia Regional MPA Workshop was held between the 17-19th November 2008 in Tokyo, Japan, co-hosted by the Ministry of the Environment of Japan and the ICRI Secretariat. The Chair of the Committee presented on the success of the workshop and next steps for the work to continue. Ten East Asia governments and 28 organizations participated. It was noted than more than half of these were non ICRI members. Details of the meeting including the agreed summary record and provisional plan for 2009/2010 are available in the supporting document and on the ICRIForum at http://www.icriforum.org/EastAsiaRW2008.html
39) The ad hoc Committee proposed a draft TOR for the continuation of the Committee's work until the next ICRI GM. The draft TOR is available on the last page (Annex 3) of the Committee's report to ICRI GM.

40) The Chair announced the location for the 5th ICRI EA Workshop as Hoi An, Vietnam, on 11th December 2009. The concept of this and the 2010 workshop is included in the Provisional Plan 2009-2010. 
41) Discussion

(i) CRISP announced that the Pacific MPA networking meeting will be held in November 2009, and as neighbouring regions, proposed they find synergies and linkages between the two meetings. 

42) The chair of the ad hoc Committee was thanked for his leadership. The committee will report on activities at the next ICRI GM. 
ICRI ad hoc Committee on Economic Valuation of Coral Reef Ecosystems 

Supporting Document:  Letter to Members and Proposal
43) At the July 2008 ICRI General Meeting, the Ad Hoc Committee on Economic Valuation of Coral Reef Ecosystems was asked to provide and post to the ICRIForum cost estimates to provide ICRI members with the economic tools and resources that are needed to improve their conservation efforts. In a joint collaboration, the Coastal Ocean Values Center (COVC) and UNEP-WCMC prepared a proposal to develop a user friendly searchable database of coral reef economic values accessible on-line through the Coral Reef Economics Community of Practice (Coral CoP). The proposal has been unsuccessful to date.    

44) The ICRI Secretariat, on behalf of the Committee Chair, presented the cover letter to the GM. The Committee requested support from ICRI Members to assist the Coral CoP in expanding its literature holdings. Please contact Sharon Khan at sharon@coastalvalues.org if you would like to contribute. The Committee also requested input on the direction of the work of the ad hoc committee. 
45) In conclusion it was agreed that ICRI has a continued role to play in providing information and support to the coral reef community within this field, and agreed that the ad hoc committee should continue to seek funds and report to the next ICRI GM. 

ACTION ITEMS FROM JULY 2008 GM

Revisions to Operating Procedures 
Supporting Document: Proposed Changes to Rules of Procedure 
46) The U.S. summarised the major revisions to the operating procedures, referring to the document that was posted on the ICRIForum prior to the GM. Revisions of note:

(i) Article 6- Operational Networks

(ii) More streamlined approach to motions. Two types: Resolutions: directed at ICRI Members, and Recommendations: to call attention to other organisations about issues of importance to coral reef ecosystems. 

(iii) ICRIForum will serve as the repository to maintain historical knowledge base and archive for documents.

(iv) Financial operations section was deleted – noted that the host country of the Secretariat is responsible for general financial obligations.

47) In discussion, the U.S. was thanked for undertaking the revision of the procedures. Requests for further changes:
(i) Omission under 8.1 – advisories (deleted)
(ii) 2.1 ‘Whenever possible’, GMs should be held in conjunction with other meetings 
(iii) 2.1 Delete ITMEMS and ICRS from the text
(iv) 5.1 (xxxvi) Change to: ‘Undertaking the financial stewardship of above ICRI Secretariat's responsibilities.’
(v) 8.1 Delete ‘advisory’ and change the second sentence to ‘Motions may take the form of a resolution or recommendation.’
48) In conclusion, the GM adopted the revised TOR.
Fourth International Tropical Marine Ecosystem Management Symposium (ITMEMS4)

Supporting Document: Resolution on ITMEMS4
49) The Director of ICRAN presented a discussion paper on ITMEMS4 and highlighted the outcomes of the special session on ITMEMS at the 11th International Coral Reef Symposium in July 2008. A recommendation was made to form an Ad Hoc Committee to address the key planning considerations for the meeting. 

50) In discussion:

(i) France agreed that previous ITMEMS have been successful.  Suggested the working group contain the staff of the ICRAN Coordinating Unit, one member from the current Secretariat, one member from the incoming Secretariat, plus a minimum of two additional ICRI Members. 

(ii) The U.S. requested a motion to reaffirm ITMEMS as an ICRI activity and suggested keeping the agenda streamlined on focused set of priorities to avoid diluting the effort.

(iii) The South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) highlighted the benefits of utilising the outcomes of the International Marine Conservation Congress (IMCC) and the International Marine Protected Areas Congress (IMPAC), in addition to building on those of the ICRS.
51)  In conclusion:

i. The ITMEMS4 ad hoc Committee will be composed of ICRAN (with Kristian Teleki as the chair), SPREP, GCRMN, Barbados, SACEP and the U.S. Department of State. The representative of the incoming Secretariat is to be confirmed.
ii. The full proposal, including budget, date and location, will be put to the next GM in January 2010. 
REPORTS FROM CORAL REEF REGIONAL INITIATIVES

Coral Triangle Initiative (CTI)

Supporting Document: High Level Officials Summit Preparatory Meeting
52) Cherryta Yunia, ICRI Focal Point for Indonesia, updated the GM on preparations for the CTI Summit, scheduled for 15th May 2009 following the World Ocean Conference in Manado, Indonesia. The initiative will be officially launched by leaders of the Coral Triangle countries (CT6) who are expected to announce a Regional CTI Plan of Action. More details of the CTI and activities of CTI can be found at http://www.cti-secretariat.net/.  
53) In discussion, France requested clarification of the link between CTI and ICRI, and how Members could assist CTI goals. The Co Chair stated there is no formal link between ICRI and CTI, however it is important to inform Members of initiatives such as the CTI.  It provides an opportunity for ICRI and ICRI Members to highlight relevant partnerships, showcase best practices, lessons learned and encourage on-the-ground efforts to implement objectives and commitments of initiatives like the CTI. 

Micronesia Challenge

54) An update on the Micronesia Challenge was provided by Fabian Iyar, CEO of the Palau International Centre for Reef Conservation (PICRC). Members were asked to note a change in the Presidency of Palau, with the new President pledging to continue the work of the Micronesia Challenge. Further information about the challenge and progress on its implementation can be found at http://micronesiachallenge.org.
CORDIO

55) IUCN presented on the continued success of CORDIO and highlighted some of the current initiatives. Of note is CORDIO’s work in coral reef resilience and management being undertaken with The Nature Conservancy. 

56) The CORDIO status report was launched at the UNFCCC CoP in Poznan, Poland, in November 2008. The CORDIO 2008 Status Report is available for download.
ICRAN

57) The Director of ICRAN informed members of the follow up to the South Asia MPA toolkit that was launched in 2008. The toolkit is now freely available online at the recently launched South Asia MPA Portal, a joint effort between ICRAN and IUCN and funded by the EU.
58) Members should note that Rolph Payet of the Seychelles is leading an effort to mobilise a Western Indian Ocean Challenge. An update on this effort should be available at the next ICRI GM.
59) In discussion COBSEA requested working with ICRAN on the implementation of the MPA manager’s toolkit in South East Asia. 
Reefs at Risk Revisited

Supporting Documents: Report, Project Overview and Presentation
60) A consortium of partners, led by WRI, ICRAN and UNEP-WCMC, are working in collaboration to provide an up-to-date analysis on threats to the world’s reefs. 
61) With ten years since the last report, there have been significant improvements in data and models, providing higher resolution and analysis capabilities. Additional analyses include social vulnerability, climate change threats, and economic valuation. Two workshops have taken place in Washington, DC and the Pacific with a third organised at the IMCC, DC in May 2009. 

62) ICRAN requested input from members on ideas to maximise the outreach effort. 
63) Tanzania expressed an interest to contribute to the project. Brazil, Barbados and Mexico would like to contribute data.

GOVERNMENTS AND ORGANISATIONS REPORTS 
Supporting Documents: Powerpoint Presentation and Compilation Summary
64) The Secretariat compiled Member Reports into an over-arching summary presentation for the GM, highlighting activities and initiatives undertaken by ICRI Members and welcoming additional presentations from ICRI Members present at the meeting.  The Member Report presentation was organised according to sub-topic of the Member Report (e.g., public-private partnerships, integrated ecosystem management, monitoring or research, live reef food fish trade, and MPAs/new initiatives). Full member reports are available on the ICRIForum www.icriforum.org/thailandgm.html 
65) Members welcomed this new method of presenting the ICRI member reports.

Thailand

66) Niphon Phongsuwan of the Phuket Marine Biological Centre (PMBC), Thailand, highlighted the success of Green Fins, a COBSEA initiated programme, and the potential future expansion of activities throughout the South East Asia region.  

67)  James True of the Centre of Excellence for the Biodiversity of Peninsular Thailand, Prince of Songkla University, presented on the background of the nomination of the Andaman Coast of Thailand as a World Heritage site. 
68) Chris Dunbar, Coordinator of the AFD funded Strengthening Andaman Marine Protected Area Network (SAMPAN) project, provided an overview of the four components that aim to strengthen management effectiveness in Southern Thailand Marine Protected Areas.   

REPORTING on RELEVANT INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS

11th ICRS 

69) The full outcomes are still emerging and the proceedings will be published online shortly. ‘Management’ was the largest theme at the meeting. Dick Dodge of the National Coral Reef Institute, Florida, invited members to sign the online Call to Action.  The ISRS committee are looking for the Chair of the 12th ICRS, planned for 2012, location to be determined. 

70) France highlighted the relationship between ICRS and ITMEMS and recommended that representatives from each meeting attend the other to ensure synergy between coral reef science and management. 

11th Pacific Science Inter-congress

71) In February 2009, 800 participants from 42 countries took part in the 11th Pacific Science Inter-congress in Tahiti, French Polynesia. The theme of the 2009 Inter-congress was ‘Pacific countries and their ocean: Facing local and global changes’. Five sessions were organised around; Ecosystems, Biodiversity and Sustainable development; Climate Change and Ocean Acidification; Health Challenges in the Pacific: Infectious diseases, Non-communicable diseases and Health workforce; Culture and Politics: The Stakes of Modernity; and Governance and the Economy: Future Challenges for the Pacific.
72) An upcoming regional conference in Papeete (Tahiti), involving SPREP, the Coral Reef Initiative for the South Pacific (CRISP) and Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), will focus on networking MPAs. The organizing committee would like to learn from the experiences of Japan and link with the outcomes from the 4th ICRI MPA networking meeting. Japan is invited to join the meeting so that the regions can learn from each other. 

Ramsar COP
73) The ICRI Secretariat held an ICRI-IYOR side event at the Ramsar COP, held in the Republic of Korea in November 2008, highlighting the connection between reefs and mangroves. 

74) Maria Rivera, senior advisor for the Americas (Ramsar Secretariat), introduced the Ramsar Convention to the GM. There are currently 1834 Ramsar sites with only 70 containing coral reefs. Ramsar designation is important at both the policy and management levels. Coral reefs are underrepresented, partly due to a lack of recognition that coral reefs and associated ecosystems fall within Ramsar designation. ICRI Members are invited to call attention to their Contracting Party representatives to consider coverage of coral reefs in their respective regions in Ramsar site selections.
75) In the U.S., there are 26 Ramsar sites with the recent designation of Palmayra Atoll as the first to contain coral reefs. Situated south west of Hawaii, the site covers 130 species of hard coral, intact ecosystems and excellent biodiversity. Further Ramsar listings with coral reefs are under internal consideration.
76) Mexico has designated 166 protected areas, 123 of which have Ramsar designation with 16 containing coral reefs. Puerto Morelos, a community managed area, benefitted from designation through a raised profile both locally and nationally, and protective measures in relation to development. 

77) ICRI members are encouraged to identify potential Ramsar sites with coral reefs as a high priority.

First International Conference on Marine Mammal Protected Areas 

78) 200 managers and researchers from 40 countries gathered in Hawaii in March 2009, to determine recommendations for developing marine mammal protected areas. Many obstacles have been identified, including the migratory patterns of many marine mammal species. The proceedings and recommendations will be made available on the website www.icmmpa.org. The next meeting will take place in three years. 

World Ocean Congress

79) The World Ocean Conference (WOC) 2009 is a forum for the world community to discuss current issues in the marine environment that are also relevant to climate change. Furthermore, WOC 2009 is expected to create a more aligned global vision and commitments from participating governments and institutions to work together to improve marine resource management. A chief output from the Congress will be a joint declaration on oceans and climate change to take forward to the UNFCCC COP in Copenhagen, December 2009. More information is available at www.woc2009.org 
International Marine Conservation Congress / IMPAC2 – “Making Science Matter”
80) The IMCC is an interdisciplinary meeting that will engage natural and social scientists, managers, policy makers, and the public. The goal of IMCC is to put conservation science into practice. 
(i) The U.S. highlighted a workshop on international trade in coral reef species, sponsored by USAID, the US Environmental Defence Fund and ICRI, that will look at enforcement action and market trends. 
(ii) WRI and ICRAN are hosting a workshop on Reefs at Risk Revisited to be held on the 19th May, to discuss the preliminary results of the analysis. ICRI members are encouraged to participate. 

UNFCCC COP 15
81) GCRMN proposed producing a booklet to raise awareness of coral reefs and climate change, to help bring this important issue to the attention of Parties of the UNFCCC during the 15th Conference of Parties (COP-15) in  Copenhagen in December 2009. The brochure will examine coral bleaching, ocean acidification, sea level rise and changes in weather patterns. Timeline for production is October, however an e-version of the brochure could be released earlier. ICRI members are requested:

(i) To assist on the production of the booklet; 
(ii) To distribute the printed version during side events and meetings at the COP. 
82) During discussions it was noted that oceans have not been well represented at the COP15 preparatory meetings, therefore the booklet should be distributed in advance of the meeting to enable the issues to be raised in lead-up to COP-15. 

83) France pledged to support GCRMN in producing the booklet.
CITES COP10
84) Following a presentation highlighting the outcomes of a recent U.S.-sponsored workshop on the potential listing of Corallium (red and pink coral) on Appendix II of the Convention on the International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES), the United States indicated its intent to submit a motion to the next General Meeting on proposals for coral reef listings, and other proposed listings relevant to coral reef ecosystems, to the CITES Appendices.
CBD COP 10 
85) 2010 has been designated the International Year of Biodiversity (IYB). The launch will take place in Paris at UNESCO, early 2010. 

CONTINUED DISCUSSION - RESOLUTIONS
IYOR Communications / Outreach Plan
Supporting Document: Outreach Plan
86) The coordinator of IYOR 2008 proposed a draft motion to continue awareness and outreach efforts through 2009 to ensure coral reefs and associated ecosystems are integrated into the CBD IYB 2010. SPREP informed the GM that 2009 is the Pacific Year of Climate Change, and as the coordinating body, will continue coral reef efforts throughout the year.  The proposal includes nominating an ICRI member to join the IYB Committee, and maintaining the international network of IYOR focal points.  The recommendation was adopted by ICRI Members.
Resolution on Coral Disease
Supporting Document: Draft ICRI Resolution on Coral Disease
87) The ICRI General Meeting recognized the significant threat of coral disease to the health and productivity of coral reefs worldwide and the need to better understand the incidence, causal agents, distribution, impact and global patterns of diseases for informed management of this emerging issue. This agreed resolution calls on ICRI Members to support research to improve the understanding of coral disease prevalence and the vectors by which they are transmitted, to support actions to improve the exchange of coral disease monitoring data, and to establish an ad hoc Committee to guide and inform collaborative action on issues of marine disease relevant to coral reef ecosystems. 
ICRI Recommendation on Invasive Alien Species (IAS)
Supporting Document: ICRI Recommendation on Invasive Alien Species
88) The General Meeting agreed to a recommendation on invasive alien species, acknowledging their major threat to biodiversity and impact on the marine environment and coral reef ecosystems. The recommendation encourages ICRI Members, networks, other governments, donor agencies, NGOs and the scientific community to strengthen management of coral reefs and associated ecosystems to build resistance to marine bioinvasions, as well as raise awareness and capacity building to address IAS among reef managers and other key stakeholders.
WELCOME TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INCOMING ICRI SECRETARIAT
89) The Mexico / U.S. Secretariat thanked their Co-Chairs and the GM for their commitment in making this a very productive Secretariat. Highlighted were the many accomplishments that have been catalysed in Mexico and the U.S. with the focus on coral reefs. 
90) During a hand-over ceremony, the General Meeting welcomed France as the incoming co-host of the ICRI Secretariat for the 2009-2011 biennium
Incoming Secretariat Draft ICRI Action Plan

Supporting Document: Secretariat Action Plan
91) The French Ambassador to Thailand, Laurent Bili, addressed the GM confirming France’s commitment to the conservation of coral reefs, and outlining some recent and new initiatives underway in the Overseas French Territories. (Annex 2). 
92) France shared an early draft of the incoming Secretariat Action Plan, which will be posted to the ICRIForum for further opportunity to review and comment in lead-up to the next ICRI General Meeting. Nine global and regional action items outline the suggested focus areas of the incoming Secretariat for the 2009-2011 biennium. The 1st GM of the incoming Secretariat will take place in Monaco in January 2010. The second will be hosted by the (to be announced) Secretariat Co-host, with the 3rd in Mayotte, in the Indian Ocean. 

93) In discussion;

(i) The GM welcomed France as the new Co-chair of the Secretariat;

(ii) UNEP Caribbean Environment Programme requested that consideration be given to  Guadeloupe, as the regional action centre for MPAs for the Caribbean, when implementing regional MPA activities;
(iii) SACEP highlighted points 5 and 6 as a major focus area for the South Asia Coral Reef Task Force (SACRTF) in South Asia;
(iv) The WorldFish Center requested a review of the Call to Action and Framework for Action under the new Secretariat. In addition, emphasized the need to include fisheries and livelihoods if ICRI wants to attract FAO to the GM. Offered to partner with France in working with FAO to develop work with coral reef fisheries;
(v) Barbados proposed the consideration of engaging the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States; 
(vi) The United States welcomed the draft Action Plan of the incoming Secretariat and noted in particular the emphasis on regional action and other areas that would build upon the priorities identified by the Mexico-U.S. Secretariat.
(vii) GBRMPA welcomed the revision of the Call and Framework to Action, and the regional focus in general meetings;
(viii) South Africa recognised a need for transboundary and integrated ecosystem research and would like to provide input into action items 5 and 6;
(ix) GCRMN encouraged the Secretariat to seriously consider the WorldFish Center’s request for engaging FAO in coral reef fisheries and livelihoods. Identified this as a Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and country led request for assistance that ICRI should prioritise; 
(x) IUCN encouraged France to focus on Overseas Territory issues such as invasive species, and highlights World Heritage nomination as an effective mechanism for achieving international conservation status;
(xi) Ramsar reaffirmed their involvement in the 2009-2011 Secretariat, especially in action item 3 of the draft action plan. 

94) France thanked the GA for their comments and emphasised the participatory process before finalising the action plan. Consideration will be given to a review of the call to action and framework for action, and issues surrounding IAS and coral reef fisheries and FAO.
REPORT FROM THE SECRETARIAT
Supporting Document: Report of the Mexico / U.S. Secretariat
95) The Secretariat presented a report of activities undertaken by the host governments since July 2008. Activities highlighted include:
(i) Representation of the ICRI Secretariat and ICRI-sponsored side events  at several international meetings, including the 11th ICRS, the World Conservation Congress, ICRI East Asia Regional MPA meeting, and the 10th Ramsar CoP in Korea;
(ii) Publications – The Co-Chairs signed the foreword of the economic valuation report, (http://www.icriforum.org/library/Economic_values_global%20compilation.pdf), and ICRI provided support to GCRMN, ICRI newsletters, the IYOR report and the redesign of the ICRIForum;
(iii) Several activities undertaken in Mexico in support of IYOR 2008, including, public engagement through media coverage of IYOR and MPA designation in Mexico and the formation of the National Coral Reef Task Force in Mexico.
96) A formal review of the full term of the Mexico-U.S. Secretariat will be presented at the next ICRI GM.
97) Francis Staub presented on the new design of the ICRIForum. The new format not only demonstrates an easy-to-navigate site, but has an improved design to enable all speeds of internet connection to access the materials. ICRI members will be requested to provide information on their organization for the ICRI Forum. And to submit materials for the online library, by contacting fstaub@icriforum.org. Francis also took this opportunity to thank the U.S. for their support for the new ICRI Forum.
LIVE REEF FOOD FISH TRADE
Supporting Document: Presentation
98) Frazer McGilvray of Conservation International presented to the GM on the Live Reef Food Fish Trade (LRFFT). Frazer highlighted trends of the trade, such as the boom and bust cycle, and noted that the chief suppliers of this US$850 million global market are the Philippines, Indonesia and SE Asia with Hong Kong and Southern China the  main importers. Destructive and unsustainable fishing methods which are commonly used in the trade include cyanide, targeting of spawning aggregations and tools that damage the structural integrity of the reef. 
99) The U.S. Department of State is sponsoring and hosting an ICRI workshop on the LRFFT, with a preliminary date of August 2009. Members are requested to contact Frazer at f.mcgilvray@conservation.org if they have any ideas for consideration.
100) In discussion;
(i) CRISP/SPC announced a regional database that monitors Pacific trade in vulnerable species in the LRFFT;
(ii) Brazil highlighted the IUCN Groupers and Wrasse Specialist Group that has been monitoring species since 1998. Assessments were completed from 2007 – 2009; 
(iii) ReefBase pledged to support the LRFFT database; 
(iv) The link between LRFFT and invasive species through exotic cage culture was highlighted, such as with the Giant Grouper. 
THE ROLE OF FISHERIES IN FOOD SECURITY: AN ECOSYSTEM BASED APPROACH TO FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
Supporting Document: Presentation
101) CRISP presented the linkages in the Pacific between food security and increasing population needs, consumption trends, the key challenges to management and the need for social resilience measures in the face of climate change, using research undertaken by the Secretariat for the Pacific Community (SPC) in the Fisheries and Food Security Programme.   
102) In discussion;
(i) Locally Marine Managed Areas in the South Pacific allow communities to manage their own food security. Traditional systems rather than government approaches have been found to encourage greater resource stewardship;
(ii) Pacific Tuna fisheries support a large part of the export market. Fish aggregation devices are used to access this fishery;
(iii) The need for a multi disciplinary approach to small scale fisheries and food security was highlighted as necessary in addressing the complex dynamics of the Pacific region;
(iv) WWF US shared information of a regional fisheries science and climate change management meeting in the Pacific. With the projected impacts of climate change on species migration, coastal communities can utilize this information to better plan for adaptation and mitigation of the impacts.  
103) Following the excellent discussion on these two agenda items, France suggested the issues of LRFFT and coral reef fisheries and the link to food security be discussed further at the next GM, with a view to engaging FAO, and determining how ICRI can contribute to this effort. Conservation International will present on the outcomes of the U.S. sponsored ICRI LRFFT workshop to the next GM. 

French Global Environment Facility (Fonds Français pour l'Environnement Mondial (FFEM)) 
Supporting Document: Presentation
104) Ghislaine Reib of the Agence Française de Développement (AFD) hosted FGEF presented to the GM on FGEF and MPAs. FGEF addresses global environmental issues, linking them to the development agenda. The current FGEF portfolio includes 11 projects with support to 50 MPAs, 20 Marine Eco Regions and 34 countries, totalling 61 million Euros, with further projects in the pipeline, with a geographical focus of Africa of 65% and the remaining 35% for other regions of the world.  The aim is to support innovative projects, preferably partnerships. The thematic focus is broad and includes networking MPAs, governance, alternative livelihoods and the extractive industries. A full review of MPA FGEF projects is underway, the results of which were presented at IMPAC in Washington, DC in May 2009.

CARIBBEAN CHALLENGE
Supporting Document: Report to the GM
105) The UNEP Caribbean Environment Programme (UNEP CEP) provided the meeting with an update on the Caribbean Challenge. To date, US$33 million has been pledged by the Global Environment Facility, the German Development Bank, TNC and the Bahamas. A regional endowment is being set up, the financial management of which will be outsourced. A number of other countries are endorsing the Caribbean Challenge, including the Cayman Islands, Dominica, Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands.  

OTHER BUSINESS

GCRMN Management Group meeting report back

106) The GCRMN Management Group met on the margins of the GM to discuss the proposed review of GCRMN, along with its role, structure and future. A summary of the meeting was presented by the WorldFish Center. The focus was on the future of GCRMN and an analysis of the current status. A draft TOR for the review of GCRMN was posted on the ICRIForum with one month made available for comment. Suggested changes in future publications include;
(i) Enhancing scientific credibility of the data
(ii) Thematic rather than regional approach
(iii) Combination of both

107) Publications to be released this year include: 

(i) Report on the watersheds and catchment management for the UNEP GPA. Please contact Clive at Clive.Wilkinson@rrrc.org.au if you would like to contribute a case study;
(ii) Two sided brochure on climate change and coral reefs for the UNFCCC COP15 in Copenhagen, November 2009. 

  

108) The minutes from the Management Group meeting will be posted on the ICRIForum for review; further discussion on this is expected to occur during the next GM. 
Global Marine Assessments of Assessments

109) Brazil introduced the online GRAME database to encourage support in the Assessment of Assessments (AoA), established by decision of the United Nations General Assembly.  The GRAME database represents the first step in this international initiative to develop a global, regular process, for delivering science-based information to decision makers and public. The database has been developed and managed by UNEP-WCMC as a resource to support the AoA. Members were invited to explore the website and contact Beatrice at beatrice@ufpe.br with any comments or contributions. View the database at www.unep-wcmc.org/gramed.  
SUMMARY OF MOTIONS

The General Meeting took the following decisions, including adoption of motions:
1. Revisions to the ICRI Rules of Procedure

2. Additions to CSI TOR
3. Establishment of an preparatory ITMEMS4 Ad Hoc Committee
4. Production of the GCRMN brochure for UNFCCC COP15
5. Recommendation on Continued Coral Reef Awareness Activities
6. Resolution on Coral Disease 

7. Recommendation on Invasive Alien Species
Meeting was closed by Co-Chairs.

Annex 1
ICRI General Meeting, Phuket, Thailand
Participants list

Participants are listed alphabetically by Representation

	Institution
	First name
	Surname
	Email

	AJH Environmental Services
	Francis 
	Staub
	fstaub@icriforum.org

	Barbados
	Angelique 
	Brathwaite
	abrathwaite@coastal.gov.bb 

	Brazil
	Beatrice
	Padovani Ferreira
	beatrice@ufpe.br

	Brazil
	Ana Paula Leite
	Prates
	ana-paula.prates@mma.gov.br

	CEBPT
	James
	True 
	jdtrue@hkucc.hku.hk

	Chulalongkorn University
	Voranop
	Vitakarn
	vvoranop@chula.ac.th

	COBSEA
	Ellik
	Adler
	adler@un.org

	Conservation International
	Frazer
	Mcgilvray
	fmcgilvray@conservation.org

	CRISP
	Eric 
	Clua
	ericc@spc.int

	Cuba
	Aylem 
	Hernandez
	aylem@snap.cu

	Dominican Republic
	Ruben
	Torres
	ruben@reefcheck.org

	France
	Bernard 
	Salvat
	bsalvat@univ-perp.fr

	France
	Serge
	Planes
	planes@univ-perp.fr

	French Global Environment Facility
	Ghislaine
	Reib
	riebg@afd.fr

	GBRMPA
	John 
	Baldwin
	j.baldwin@gbrmpa.gov.au

	GCRMN
	Clive Robert
	Wilkinson
	Clive.Wilkinson@rrrc.org.au

	Green Fins Association
	Kanyarat
	Kosavisutte
	footprint_arkitec@yahoo.com

	ICRAN
	Kristian 
	Teleki
	kteleki@icran.org

	ICRI Working Group on Enforcement & Investigation
	David
	Gulko
	david.a.gulko@hawaii.gov

	Indonesia
	Ir. Cherryta
	Yunia MM
	cherrytays@yahoo.com

	IUCN
	Carl Gustaf
	Lundin
	carl.lundin@iucn.org

	IUCN Thailand
	Radda
	Larpnun
	radda@iucnt.org

	IUCN Thailand
	Petchrung
	Sukpong
	petchrung@iucnt.org

	Japan
	Keiji 
	Nakashima
	KEIJI2_NAKASHIMA@env.go.jp

	Japan Wildlife Research Centre
	Kohei
	Hibino
	khibino@jwrc.or.jp

	Kenya
	Judith
	Nyunja
	JNyunja@kws.go.ke 

	Mangroves for the Future
	Hanying
	Li
	hanying@iucnt.org

	MEEDAT - Observer
	Charlotte
	Gobin
	cg17310@yahoo.fr

	Mexico/ Co-chair
	Ernesto 
	Enkerlin
	eenkerlin@conanp.gob.mx

	Mexico/ ICRI Secretariat
	Iliana
	Ortega
	iortega@prodigy.net.mx

	Mexico/ ICRI Secretariat
	Ricardo
	Gomez Lozano
	rglozano@conanp.gob.mx

	NCRI 
	Wendy 
	Wood
	wendyw@nova.edu

	NCRI / ICRS
	Dick
	Dodge
	dodge@nova.edu

	Philippines
	Antonio
	Manilla
	acmanila@hotmail.com

	Phuket Marine Biological Centre
	Nalinee
	Thongtham
	nalineeth@hotmail.com

	Phuket Marine Biological Centre
	Somchai
	Bussarawich
	somchaibussar@hotmail.com

	Phuket Marine Biological Centre
	Somkiat
	Khokiattiwong
	skhokiattiwong@gmail.com

	Ramsar 
	Maria
	Rivera
	Rivera@ramsar.org

	Reef Check Foundation
	Gregor
	Hodgson
	gregorh@reefcheck.org

	Reef World Foundation
	Chloe
	Hunt
	hunt.chloe@googlemail.com

	Reef World Foundation
	James
	Harvey
	jamesjohnharvey@googlemail.com

	Republic of Palau
	Fabian 
	Iyar
	fiyar@picrc.org

	SACEP
	R.
	Venkatesan
	dr.r.venkatesan@gmail.com

	SAMPAN
	Chris
	Dunbar
	cjdunbar@wwfgreatermekong.org

	South Africa
	Michael 
	Schleyer
	schleyer@ori.org.za

	SPREP
	Caroline
	Vieux
	carolinev@sprep.org

	Tanzania
	Christopher A
	Muhando
	muhando@ims.udsm.ac.tz

	TDA Thailand
	Guy
	Lidureau
	repr-phuket@cmas-thailand.org

	Thailand
	Thamasak 
	Yeemin
	thamasakyeemin@yahoo.com 

	Thailand
	Niphon
	Phongsuwan
	nph1959@gmail.com

	The Adventure Club
	Andrew
	Hewett
	Andrew@hidef.com

	The World Fish Centre
	James 
	Oliver
	J.Oliver@cgiar.org 

	UNEP 
	Stefan 
	Hain
	stefan.hain@unep-wcmc.org

	UNEP CAR/RCU
	Nelson
	Andrade
	nac@cep.unep.org

	UNEP-WCMC/ ICRI Secretariat
	Terri
	Young
	Terri.young@unep-wcmc.org

	United States of America/ Co-chair
	Christine 
	Dawson 
	dawsoncl@state.gov

	United States of America/ ICRI Secretariat
	Kelly
	Milton
	miltonkk@state.gov

	USAID
	Rene
	Acosta
	racosta@usaid.gov

	Vietnam
	Nguyen Giang
	Thu
	thung.khcn@mard.gov.vn

	Wildlife Conservation Society
	Brian
	Smith
	bsmith@wcs.org

	WWF United States
	Kate
	Newman
	kate.newman@wwfus.org


Apologies Sent

	Institution
	First name
	Surname
	Email

	CITES Secretariat
	John
	Sellar
	john.sellar@cites.org

	UNESCO-MAB
	Mr. Salvatore
	Arico
	s.arico@unesco.org

	Kenya
	Nyawira
	Muthiga
	nmuthiga@wcs.org 

	PERSGA
	Mohammed
	Kobt
	mohammed.kotb@persga.org 

	TNC
	Scott
	Smith
	ssmith@tnc.org

	France
	Anne
	Fontaine
	anne.fontaine@developpement-durable.gouv.fr

	SCRFA
	Martin 
	Russell
	M.Russell@gbrmpa.gov.au

	IUCN
	Jerker
	Tamelander
	jerker.tamelander@iucn.org

	WRI
	Lauretta
	Burke
	lauretta@wri.org


Annex 2
Address by the Head of the French Delegation,

French Ambassador of Thailand Laurent Bili,

to members of the International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)

Phuket on 23 April 2009
Colleagues and Friends from the ICRI,
It is my great pleasure to take part in this meeting of the International Coral Reef Initiative, prepared by our American and Mexican friends from the Secretariat, and dedicated to the preservation of coral reefs around the world, including, of course, in Thailand, our host country for this session. 

Yves Jégo, Minister of State for Overseas France, who wanted participate in this session but whose extremely busy schedule and frequent travel to our overseas departments and communities unfortunately prevented from being with us today, which give me the pleasure to be with you today.
I would like to congratulate the Secretariat, co-hosted by the United States and Mexico, on the quality of the work accomplished for ICRI in the past two years, as well as the organisers of the International Year of the Reef, which involved many countries, notably Thailand. France organised several exhibitions and a series of conferences, which were held in mainland and overseas France. I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that France has been a member of ICRI since the initiative was launched by the United States in 1994, and that our commitment to the preservation of coral is commensurate with the wealth of coral reefs in French waters: roughly 10% of the world’s reefs, and one in five of the 400 atolls scattered across the three oceans.
As you know, France launched a national initiative to preserve its coral reefs – IFRECOR – in 1999 when we had in charge the ICRI secretariat after the United States and Australia. IFRECOR will hold its next meeting in May of this year in Wallis and Futuna. The meeting will adopt the third five-year action plan, and, in line with the commitments of the Grenelle Environment Summit, IFRECOR’s capacity will be expanded.
In recent years, many projects have been developed in France’s overseas communities, largely thanks to the determination of Jean-Louis Borloo and Yves Jégo, and the exemplary cooperation between France’s Ministry of State for Overseas France (SEOM) and Ministry for Ecology, Energy, Sustainable Development and Regional Planning (MEEDDAT). Some highlights are: the inclusion of New Caledonia’s reefs on UNESCO’s World Heritage List in July 2008; the inclusion of Fakarava Atolls in the Tuamotu archipelago, 7 atolls protected among 83 in French Polynesia - to UNESCO’s MAB network of biosphere reserves; the inclusion of the reefs and lagoons of Moorea, Tahiti’s sister island, on the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance; and, of course the ramp-up of the Coral Reefs Initiative for the Pacific, better known 2 as CRISP. Through CRISP, almost €15 million have been earmarked for the preservation of coral reefs and the sustainable development of lagoon economies in some 15 Pacific countries and communities. The French Development Agency and the French Global Environment Facility, the driving forces behind the project, have delegated management of the project to the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC). They have also brought on board large NGOs and organisations, such as the World Wildlife Fund, Conservation International, and the World Fish Center (WFC). We are working to ensure that funding is taken over by the European Union so these efforts can be pursued into the longer term.
In this regard, I would like to draw your attention to the fact that the French Global Environment Facility provides funding for several projects relating to coral ecosystems around the world, particularly in Thailand, such SAMPAN. 

On the subject of French projects that concern coral reefs, I am delighted to announce that we have founded a Pacific coral reefs institute at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes on Moorea. The Insular Research Centre and Environment Observatory – CRIOBE – which you know well, will be its linchpin. We have also set up an international “coral reefs” research group at France’s National Scientific Research Centre.
Ladies and Gentlemen, Colleagues and Friends from ICRI, we confirm our commitment to the preservation of coral reefs by submitting to you France’s candidacy to the ICRI Secretariat from July 2009 onwards, as Christian Estrosi, then Minister of State for Overseas France, announced at our meeting in Washington in January 2008. I am making this submission on behalf of Jean-Louis Borloo, Minister for Ecology, Energy, Sustainable Development and Regional Planning, and Yves Jégo, Minister of State for Overseas France. I know that taking over from the United States and Mexico will be a tough call, but, if you accept our candidacy, we will strive to rise to your expectations. Bernard Salvat, you know well since he is participating ICRI since the beginning in 1994-, will describe later in more detail our proposed targets for ICRI for the next two years. 

In this proposal, France will be teaming up with a small island states. In conclusion, dear friends from ICRI, I can assure you of France’s complete commitment, despite the economic woes troubling the world, to serving that essential cause for the future of our children, which is to preserve the treasure represented by the coral reefs of the world and how important they are for communities.

In that respect, my pleasure to pass the floor to Professor Salvat who will present our proposals for the action plan of incoming secretariat. ICRI, I can assure you of France’s complete commitment, despite the economic woes troubling the world, to serving that essential cause for the future of our children, which is to preserve the treasure represented by the coral reefs of the world and how important they are for communities. 

In that respect, my pleasure to pass the floor to Professor Salvat who will present our proposals for the action plan of incoming secretariat.
� Following the GM the following announcement was made by the International Society for Reef Studies (ISRS) - In conjunction with the ISRS James Cook University through the ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies is proud to announce that it will host the 12th International Coral Reef Symposium (ICRS) in Australia in mid-2012.
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