Lionfish in the Turks and Caicos

Presented by Marlon Hibbert
Department of Environment & Coastal Resources
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HAVE YOU SEEN THIS FISH?

_ WANTED!

FOR INVADING TERRITORIAL WATERS & <=
PREYING ON NATIVE FISH

Strategies/Plan

Catch them if we can, eat them too.

*There is no formal written natlonal strategy.

*The focus has been on awareness and
active capture.

*Focus on protected areas and local fishing
grounds.

sFuture is to get them on every menu in the
islands.

*\Written ongoing formal project .
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Successes

Not like this! No.

sLocal dive masters enthusiastic, licensing, media
Coverage, corporate willingness.

*Public meetings, willing volunteers. Several
Training sessions.

*Some later surveys have shown reduced numbers
In targeted areas.
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Challenges

sAwareness? Seriousness of the threat (no longer potential)
«Social resistance.

sLegislation —existing regulations
On spearfishing.
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Funding

*No budgetary allocation.

«Creative sourcing a.k.a begging? Sorry meant marketing?
«JNCC (Cayman, BVI and TCI shared a pot of £60,000).
sCorporate sponsors
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Needs-where to start?

A better way to capture them? Nets frustrating some.
*Funding ?

*Dedicated officers.

sGreater buy in from fishermen, markets for the fish.
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» The first person to reach 3000 lionfish

akes W catch

wins the prize!!!

« You D&EI be aver 18yaars old and in
pa?.'nnlon of a valid fishing license if not
a éﬂlurmur.

« Fighing in National Parks is'sirictly
prahibited.

« The use of Scubais not allowed . No fifegal
means of capture should be used, this f

ifcludes noxious substances, spear guns,

Do youl think you have

+ | All sizes of lionfish are sligible.

» Fish must either be taken to Jm fish
plants or DECR offices for c.fl:n:\.nlj count |

. You must register at the plants or at g

DEGR offices island wide.
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sEradication no, control yes, but we all have to do it (regionally).
INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS EFFORTS.
*MORE REGIONAL COMMUNICATION
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