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Invasion Status? 
•First recorded in 
2006. 
•Now found in all 
•Islands
•All habitats.
•>4,000
•Stopped counting 



Strategies/Plan

Catch them if we can, eat them too. 

•There is no formal written national strategy.
•The focus has been on awareness and 
active capture.

•Focus on protected areas and local fishing 
grounds.
•Future is to get them on every menu in the 
islands.
•Written ongoing formal project .



Successes
•Not like this! No. 
•Local   dive masters enthusiastic, licensing, media 
Coverage, corporate willingness.
•Public meetings,  willing  volunteers. Several  
Training sessions.
•Some later surveys have shown reduced numbers
In targeted areas.



Challenges
•Awareness? Seriousness of the threat (no longer potential)
•Social resistance. 
•Legislation –existing regulations 
On spearfishing.



Funding

•No budgetary allocation.
•Creative sourcing a.k.a begging? Sorry meant  marketing? 
•JNCC (Cayman, BVI and TCI shared a pot of £60,000).
•Corporate sponsors 



Needs‐where to start?

•A better way to capture  them? Nets frustrating some.
•Funding ? 
•Dedicated officers.
•Greater buy in from fishermen, markets for the fish. 



Conclusion

•Eradication no, control yes, but we all have to do it (regionally).
•INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS  EFFORTS.
•MORE REGIONAL COMMUNICATION
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