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Invasion Status



Strategies and Plans

Goal
The goal is to prevent lionfish from 
negatively impacting local fisheries and 
marine ecosystems, and endangering public 
safety. 

Objective
The objective is to achieve a sustained 
reduction of lionfish throughout the USVI 
through:

education, outreach, and training,
opportunistic and targeted detection 
and removal of lionfish,
monitoring and data gathering,
data analysis and reporting



Successes



Challenges

OptimistsOptimists

PessimistsPessimists
I-don’t-

know-ists
I-don’t-

know-ists
I-don’t-
care-ists
I-don’t-
care-ists
CraziesCrazies

RealistsRealists

Initially
Education and Awareness

Local Scientists/Managers
Wider Community

Funding

Long-Term
Lionfish Behavior 
(Atlantic/Caribbean)
Messaging (Quality Control)
Response/Removal Capacity
Keeping the Ball Rolling



Funding

Amount Funding Organization Purpose/Activity

$5,000.00 VI-EPSCoR
Development of the Lionfish Response 

Management Plan (USVI)

$5,000.00 VI-EPSCoR
MESA Summer Academy Lionfish 

Program

$33,000.00 NPS
Buck Island National Monument 
Detection and Removal Program

$10,000.00 Joe Guilli – CORE
Targeted Searches, Removal, 

Education/Outreach

$103,000.00* NOAA
SEA – Implementation of the Lionfish 
Response Management Plan (USVI)

$2,000.00 CRABBS
Targeted Searches, Removal, 

Education/Outreach
* Total of a 1 to 1 Match Grant

DFW and TNC Funds for Lionfish Response through Salary and Facilitation of Planning



Needs

US Virgin Islands
Dedicated Response Teams/Networks
More Research
More Realists

Regionally
More Research
Frequent Regional Dialogue/Exchanges



Conclusions

US Virgin Islands
From Outreach to Changing Behavior

Heading in the Right Direction
Making Good Progress

Small-Scale Regional Approach (PR/BVI)
Alternatives to Targeted Searches

Regionally
Sharing is Caring (unless you’re sharing Lionfish) 

**recipes are okay**
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