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Assessment of progress towards the 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets1

AICHI BIODIVERSITY  
TARGET

ASSESSMENT  
OF PROGRESS

SUMMARY OF  
PROGRESS

By 2020, at the latest, people are aware 
of the values of biodiversity ( 1) and the 
steps they can take to conserve and use it 
sustainably ( 2).

1 2

Status

There has been an apparent increase in the past 
decade in the proportion of people who have heard 
of biodiversity and who understand the concept. 
Understanding of biodiversity appears to be 
increasing more rapidly among younger people. A 
recent survey suggested that more than one third 
of people in the most biodiverse countries have 
high awareness both of the values of biodiversity 
and the steps required for its conservation and 
sustainable use. The target has not been 
achieved ( low confidence).

By 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values 
have been integrated into national and 
local development and poverty reduction 
strategies ( 1) and planning processes ( 2) 
and are being incorporated into national 
accounting ( 3), as appropriate, and 
reporting systems ( 4).

2 3

1 4
Status

Many countries report examples of incorporating 
biodiversity into various planning and development 
processes. There has been a steady upward trend 
of countries incorporating biodiversity values into 
national accounting and reporting systems. At the 
same time, there is less evidence that biodiversity 
has been truly integrated into development and 
poverty reduction planning as required by the 
target. The target has not been achieved 
( medium confidence).

By 2020, at the latest, incentives, including 
subsidies, harmful to biodiversity are 
eliminated, phased out or reformed in order 
to minimize or avoid negative impacts ( 1), 
and positive incentives for the conservation 
and sustainable use of biodiversity are 
developed and applied ( 2), consistent and 
in harmony with the Convention and other 
relevant international obligations, taking 
into account national socio economic 
conditions.

1 2

Status

Overall, little progress has been made over the past 
decade in eliminating, phasing out or reforming 
subsidies and other incentives potentially harmful 
to biodiversity, and in developing positive incentives 
for biodiversity conservation and sustainable use. 
Relatively few countries have taken steps even 
to identify incentives that harm biodiversity, and 
harmful subsidies far outweigh positive incentives 
in areas such as fisheries and the control of 
deforestation. The target has not been achieved 
( medium confidence).

1. Assessment of progress towards the 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets and the elements contained in their wording. 
The progress towards each element has been depicted graphically in the half circle icons in the table. Each segment 
represents an element, and the number of the segment corresponds to the number shown in parentheses in the wording 
of each target. Blue indicates that the element has been exceeded, green indicates the element has been or is likely to be 
achieved by 2020, yellow indicates that progress has been made towards the element but that it has not been achieved, 
red indicates no significant change in the element, and purple indicates that the trends are moving away from achieving 
the element. In cases where the element could not be assessed, the segment is grey. For an Aichi Target to be achieved 
overall, all of the segments would be blue or green. A target is assessed as partially achieved when at least one of its 
elements has been achieved. If none of the elements has been achieved, the Aichi Target is assessed as not achieved. The 
confidence levels are explained in endnotes referred to in each target summary in Part II of the full report.
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TARGET
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OF PROGRESS
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PROGRESS

By 2020, at the latest, Governments, 
business and stakeholders at all levels 
have taken steps to achieve or have 
implemented plans for sustainable 
production and consumption ( 1) and 
have kept the impacts of use of natural 
resources well within safe ecological 
limits ( 2).

1 2

Status

While an increasing number of governments 
and businesses are developing plans for more 
sustainable production and consumption, these are 
not being implemented on a scale that eliminates 
the negative impact of unsustainable human 
activities on biodiversity. While natural resources 
are being used more efficiently, the aggregated 
demand for resources continues to increase, and 
therefore the impacts of their use remain well 
above safe ecological limits. The target has not 
been achieved ( high confidence).

By 2020, the rate of loss of all natural 
habitats ( 2), including forests ( 1), is at 
least halved and where feasible brought 
close to zero, and degradation and 
fragmentation is significantly reduced ( 3).

2

1 3
Status

The recent rate of deforestation is lower than that 
of the previous decade, but only by about one third, 
and deforestation may be accelerating again in 
some areas. Loss, degradation and fragmentation 
of habitats remains high in forest and other biomes, 
especially in the most biodiversity-rich ecosystems 
in tropical regions. Wilderness areas and global 
wetlands continue to decline. Fragmentation 
of rivers remains a critical threat to freshwater 
biodiversity. The target has not been achieved 
( high confidence).

By 2020 all fish and invertebrate stocks 
and aquatic plants are managed and 
harvested sustainably ( 1), legally and 
applying ecosystem based approaches, so 
that overfishing is avoided, recovery plans 
and measures are in place for all depleted 
species ( 2), fisheries have no significant 
adverse impacts on threatened species 
and vulnerable ecosystems ( 3) and the 
impacts of fisheries on stocks, species 
and ecosystems are within safe ecological 
limits ( 4).

2 3

1 4
Status

While there has been substantial progress towards 
this target in some countries and regions, a third 
of marine fish stocks are overfished, a higher 
proportion than ten years ago. Many fisheries 
are still causing unsustainable levels of bycatch 
of non-target species and are damaging marine 
habitats. The target has not been achieved 
( high confidence).

By 2020 areas under agriculture ( 1), 
aquaculture ( 2) and forestry ( 3) 
are managed sustainably, ensuring 
conservation of biodiversity.

2

1 3
Status

There has been a substantial expansion of efforts 
to promote sustainable agriculture, forestry and 
aquaculture over recent years, including through 
farmer-led agroecological approaches. The use 
of fertilizers and pesticides has stabilized globally, 
though at high levels. Despite such progress, 
biodiversity continues to decline in landscapes 
used to produce food and timber; and food and 
agricultural production remains among the main 
drivers of global biodiversity loss. The target has 
not been achieved ( high confidence).
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AICHI BIODIVERSITY  
TARGET

ASSESSMENT  
OF PROGRESS

SUMMARY OF  
PROGRESS

By 2020, pollution ( 1), including from 
excess nutrients ( 2), has been brought 
to levels that are not detrimental to 
ecosystem function and biodiversity.

1 2

Status

Pollution, including from excess nutrients, 
pesticides, plastics and other waste, continues 
to be a major driver of biodiversity loss. Despite 
increasing efforts to improve the use of fertilizers, 
nutrient levels continue to be detrimental to 
ecosystem function and biodiversity. Plastic 
pollution is accumulating in the oceans, with 
severe impacts on marine ecosystems, and in other 
ecosystems with still largely unknown implications. 
Actions taken in many countries to minimize plastic 
waste have not been sufficient to reduce this source 
of pollution. The target has not been achieved 
( medium confidence).

By 2020, invasive alien species ( 1) and 
pathways ( 2) are identified and prioritized, 
priority species are controlled or 
eradicated ( 3) and measures are in place 
to manage pathways( 4) to prevent their 
introduction and establishment.

2 3

1 4
Status

Good progress has been made during the past 
decade on identifying and prioritizing invasive alien 
species in terms of the risk they present, as well 
as in the feasibility of managing them. Successful 
programmes to eradicate invasive alien species, 
especially invasive mammals on islands, have 
benefited native species. However, these successes 
represent only a small proportion of all occurrences 
of invasive species. There is no evidence of a 
slowing down in the number of new introductions 
of alien species. The target has been partially 
achieved ( medium confidence).  

By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic 
pressures on coral reefs ( 1), and other 
vulnerable ecosystems ( 2) impacted by 
climate change or ocean acidification are 
minimized, so as to maintain their integrity 
and functioning.

1 2

Status

Multiple threats continue to affect coral reefs and 
other vulnerable ecosystems impacted by climate 
change and ocean acidification. Overfishing, 
nutrient pollution and coastal development 
compound the effects of coral bleaching. Corals 
have shown the most rapid increase in extinction 
risk of all assessed groups. Hard coral cover has 
declined significantly in some regions, and there 
has been a shift towards coral species less able to 
support diverse reef habitats. Other ecosystems 
especially in mountains and polar regions have 
experienced significant impacts from climate 
change, compounded by other pressures. The 
target was missed by the stated date of 2015, 
and it has not been achieved by 2020 ( high 
confidence).8 Global Biodiversity Outlook 5 – Summary for Policy Makers
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By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial 
and inland water areas (1) and 10 per 
cent of coastal and marine areas (2), 
especially areas of particular importance 
for biodiversity and ecosystem services 
(3), are conserved through effectively 
and equitably managed (4), ecologically 
representative (5) and well-connected 
systems of protected areas and other 
effective area-based conservation 
measures, and integrated into the wider 
landscape and seascape (6)

1 6

2 5
3 4

Status

The proportion of the planet’s land and oceans 
designated as protected areas is likely to reach 
the targets for 2020 and may be exceeded when 
other effective area-based conservation measures 
and future national commitments are taken into 
account. However, progress has been more modest 
in ensuring that protected areas safeguard the most 
important areas for biodiversity, are ecologically 
representative, connected to one another as well 
as to the wider landscape and seascape and are 
equitably and effectively managed. The target has 
been partially achieved (high confidence).

By 2020 the extinction of known 
threatened species has been prevented (1) 
and their conservation status, particularly 
of those most in decline, has been 
improved and sustained (2).

1 2

Status

Species continue to move, on average, closer to 
extinction. However, the number of extinctions 
of birds and mammals would likely have been 
at least two to four times higher without 
conservation actions over the past decade. Among 
well-assessed taxonomic groups, nearly one 
quarter (23.7%) of species are threatened with 
extinction unless the drivers of biodiversity loss 
are drastically reduced, with an estimated total of 
one million threatened species across all groups. 
Wild animal populations have fallen by more than 
two-thirds since 1970, and have continued to 
decline since 2010. The target has not been 
achieved (high confidence).

By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated 
plants (1) and farmed and domesticated 
animals (2) and of wild relatives(3), 
including other socio-economically as 
well as culturally valuable species(4), 
is maintained, and strategies have been 
developed and implemented for minimizing 
genetic erosion and safeguarding their 
genetic diversity(5).

2 4

1 5

3

Status

Genetic diversity of cultivated plants, farmed and 
domesticated animals, and wild relatives, continues 
to be eroded. The wild relatives of important food 
crops are poorly represented in ex situ seed banks 
that help guarantee their conservation, important 
for future food security. The proportion of livestock 
breeds that are at risk or extinct is increasing, 
although at a slower rate than in earlier years, 
suggesting some progress in preventing the decline 
of traditional breeds. Wild relatives of farmed birds 
and mammals are moving closer to extinction. 
The target has not been achieved (medium 
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By 2020, ecosystems that provide 
essential services, including services 
related to water, and contribute to health, 
livelihoods and well-being, are restored 
and safeguarded ( 1), taking into account 
the needs of women, indigenous and 
local communities, and the poor and 
vulnerable.( 2)

1 2

Status

The capacity of ecosystems to provide the essential 
services on which societies depend continues to 
decline, and consequently, most ecosystem services 
( nature’s contributions to people) are in decline. 
In general, poor and vulnerable communities, as 
well as women, are disproportionately affected by 
this decline. Mammal and bird species responsible 
for pollination are on average moving closer 
to extinction, as are species used for food and 
medicine. The target has not been achieved 
( medium confidence).

By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the 
contribution of biodiversity to carbon 
stocks has been enhanced, through 
conservation and restoration ( 1), 
including restoration of at least 15 per 
cent of degraded ecosystems ( 2), thereby 
contributing to climate change mitigation 
and adaptation and to combatting 
desertification.

1 2

Status

Progress towards the target of restoring 15 per 
cent of degraded ecosystems by 2020 is limited. 
Nevertheless, ambitious restoration programmes 
are under way or proposed in many regions, 
with the potential to deliver significant gains in 
ecosystem resilience and preservation of carbon 
stocks. The target has not been achieved 
( medium confidence).

By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access 
to Genetic Resources and the Fair and 
Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising 
from their Utilization is in force ( 1) and 
operational, consistent with national 
legislation( 2).

1 2

Status

The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic 
Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of 
Benefits Arising from their Utilization entered into 
force on 12 October 2014. As of July 2020, 126 
Parties to the CBD have ratified the Protocol and 
87 of them have put in place national access and 
benefit sharing measures, as well as establishing 
competent national authorities. The Protocol can 
be considered operational. The target has been 
partially achieved ( high confidence)

By 2015 each Party has developed ( 1), 
adopted as a policy instrument( 2), and 
has commenced implementing ( 3) an 
effective, participatory and updated 
national biodiversity strategy and action 
plan.

2

1 3
Status

By the December 2015 deadline established in 
this target, 69 Parties had submitted an NBSAP 
prepared, revised or updated after the adoption of 
the Strategic Plan. An additional 101 Parties have 
since submitted their NBSAP, so that by July 2020, 
170 Parties had developed NBSAPs in line with the 
Strategic Plan. This represents 85% of the Parties to 
the Convention. However, the extent to which these 
NBSAPs have been adopted as policy instruments 
and are being implemented in an effective and 
participatory manner, is variable. The target has 
been partially achieved ( high confidence).10 Global Biodiversity Outlook 5 – Summary for Policy Makers
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By 2020, the traditional knowledge, 
innovations and practices of indigenous 
and local communities relevant for the 
conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity, and their customary use of 
biological resources, are respected ( 1), 
subject to national legislation and relevant 
international obligations, and fully 
integrated ( 2) and reflected in the 
implementation of the Convention with 
the full and effective participation ( 3) of 
indigenous and local communities, at all 
relevant levels.

2

1 3
Status

There has been an increase in the recognition of 
the value of traditional knowledge and customary 
sustainable use, both in global policy fora and in the 
scientific community. However, despite progress 
in some countries, there is limited information 
indicating that traditional knowledge and customary 
sustainable use have been widely respected and/
or reflected in national legislation related to the 
implementation of the Convention, or on the extent 
to which indigenous peoples and local communities 
are effectively participating in associated processes. 
The target has not been achieved ( low 
confidence).

By 2020, knowledge, the science base and 
technologies relating to biodiversity, its 
values, functioning, status and trends, and 
the consequences of its loss, are improved 
( 1), widely shared and transferred, and 
applied ( 2).

1 2

Status

Significant progress has been made since 2010 
in the generation, sharing and assessment of 
knowledge and data on biodiversity, with big-data 
aggregation, advances in modelling and artificial 
intelligence opening up new opportunities for 
improved understanding of the biosphere. 
However, major imbalances remain in the location 
and taxonomic focus of studies and monitoring. 
Information gaps remain in the consequences of 
biodiversity loss for people, and the application 
of biodiversity knowledge in decision making is 
limited. The target has been partially achieved 
( medium confidence).

By 2020, at the latest, the mobilization 
of financial resources for effectively 
implementing the Strategic Plan for 
Biodiversity 2011–2020 from all sources, 
and in accordance with the consolidated 
and agreed process in the Strategy 
for Resource Mobilization, should 
increase substantially from the current 
levels. ( Specific targets: ( 1) to double 
international financial flows to developing 
countries; ( 2) to include biodiversity in 
national priorities or development plans; 
( 3) to report on domestic spending, 
needs, gaps, priorities; ( 4) to prepare 
national finance plans and assess the 
multiple values of biodiversity; and ( 5) to 
mobilize domestic financial resources.)

2 4

1 5

3

Status

There have been increases in domestic resources 
for biodiversity in some countries, with resources 
remaining broadly constant for others over the 
past decade. Financial resources available for 
biodiversity through international flows and official 
development assistance have roughly doubled. 
However, when all sources of biodiversity finance 
are taken into account, the increase in biodiversity 
financing would not appear to be sufficient in 
relation to needs. Moreover, these resources 
are swamped by support for activities harmful 
to biodiversity ( see Aichi Target 3). Progress on 
identifying funding needs, gaps and priorities and 
the development of national financial plans and 
assessments of biodiversity values has been limited 
to relatively few countries ( see Aichi Target 2). 
The target has been partially achieved ( high 
confidence).
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Despite 
progress, 
none of the 
Aichi 
Biodiversity 
Targets 
have been 
fully met
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Assessment of progress towards the 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets1
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OF PROGRESS

SUMMARY OF  
PROGRESS

By 2020, at the latest, people are aware 
of the values of biodiversity ( 1) and the 
steps they can take to conserve and use it 
sustainably ( 2).

1 2

Status

There has been an apparent increase in the past 
decade in the proportion of people who have heard 
of biodiversity and who understand the concept. 
Understanding of biodiversity appears to be 
increasing more rapidly among younger people. A 
recent survey suggested that more than one third 
of people in the most biodiverse countries have 
high awareness both of the values of biodiversity 
and the steps required for its conservation and 
sustainable use. The target has not been 
achieved ( low confidence).

By 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values 
have been integrated into national and 
local development and poverty reduction 
strategies ( 1) and planning processes ( 2) 
and are being incorporated into national 
accounting ( 3), as appropriate, and 
reporting systems ( 4).

2 3

1 4
Status

Many countries report examples of incorporating 
biodiversity into various planning and development 
processes. There has been a steady upward trend 
of countries incorporating biodiversity values into 
national accounting and reporting systems. At the 
same time, there is less evidence that biodiversity 
has been truly integrated into development and 
poverty reduction planning as required by the 
target. The target has not been achieved 
( medium confidence).

By 2020, at the latest, incentives, including 
subsidies, harmful to biodiversity are 
eliminated, phased out or reformed in order 
to minimize or avoid negative impacts ( 1), 
and positive incentives for the conservation 
and sustainable use of biodiversity are 
developed and applied ( 2), consistent and 
in harmony with the Convention and other 
relevant international obligations, taking 
into account national socio economic 
conditions.

1 2

Status

Overall, little progress has been made over the past 
decade in eliminating, phasing out or reforming 
subsidies and other incentives potentially harmful 
to biodiversity, and in developing positive incentives 
for biodiversity conservation and sustainable use. 
Relatively few countries have taken steps even 
to identify incentives that harm biodiversity, and 
harmful subsidies far outweigh positive incentives 
in areas such as fisheries and the control of 
deforestation. The target has not been achieved 
( medium confidence).

1. Assessment of progress towards the 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets and the elements contained in their wording. 
The progress towards each element has been depicted graphically in the half circle icons in the table. Each segment 
represents an element, and the number of the segment corresponds to the number shown in parentheses in the wording 
of each target. Blue indicates that the element has been exceeded, green indicates the element has been or is likely to be 
achieved by 2020, yellow indicates that progress has been made towards the element but that it has not been achieved, 
red indicates no significant change in the element, and purple indicates that the trends are moving away from achieving 
the element. In cases where the element could not be assessed, the segment is grey. For an Aichi Target to be achieved 
overall, all of the segments would be blue or green. A target is assessed as partially achieved when at least one of its 
elements has been achieved. If none of the elements has been achieved, the Aichi Target is assessed as not achieved. The 
confidence levels are explained in endnotes referred to in each target summary in Part II of the full report.
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AICHI BIODIVERSITY  
TARGET

ASSESSMENT  
OF PROGRESS

SUMMARY OF  
PROGRESS

By 2020, at the latest, Governments, 
business and stakeholders at all levels 
have taken steps to achieve or have 
implemented plans for sustainable 
production and consumption ( 1) and 
have kept the impacts of use of natural 
resources well within safe ecological 
limits ( 2).

1 2

Status

While an increasing number of governments 
and businesses are developing plans for more 
sustainable production and consumption, these are 
not being implemented on a scale that eliminates 
the negative impact of unsustainable human 
activities on biodiversity. While natural resources 
are being used more efficiently, the aggregated 
demand for resources continues to increase, and 
therefore the impacts of their use remain well 
above safe ecological limits. The target has not 
been achieved ( high confidence).

By 2020, the rate of loss of all natural 
habitats ( 2), including forests ( 1), is at 
least halved and where feasible brought 
close to zero, and degradation and 
fragmentation is significantly reduced ( 3).

2

1 3
Status

The recent rate of deforestation is lower than that 
of the previous decade, but only by about one third, 
and deforestation may be accelerating again in 
some areas. Loss, degradation and fragmentation 
of habitats remains high in forest and other biomes, 
especially in the most biodiversity-rich ecosystems 
in tropical regions. Wilderness areas and global 
wetlands continue to decline. Fragmentation 
of rivers remains a critical threat to freshwater 
biodiversity. The target has not been achieved 
( high confidence).

By 2020 all fish and invertebrate stocks 
and aquatic plants are managed and 
harvested sustainably ( 1), legally and 
applying ecosystem based approaches, so 
that overfishing is avoided, recovery plans 
and measures are in place for all depleted 
species ( 2), fisheries have no significant 
adverse impacts on threatened species 
and vulnerable ecosystems ( 3) and the 
impacts of fisheries on stocks, species 
and ecosystems are within safe ecological 
limits ( 4).

2 3

1 4
Status

While there has been substantial progress towards 
this target in some countries and regions, a third 
of marine fish stocks are overfished, a higher 
proportion than ten years ago. Many fisheries 
are still causing unsustainable levels of bycatch 
of non-target species and are damaging marine 
habitats. The target has not been achieved 
( high confidence).

By 2020 areas under agriculture ( 1), 
aquaculture ( 2) and forestry ( 3) 
are managed sustainably, ensuring 
conservation of biodiversity.

2

1 3
Status

There has been a substantial expansion of efforts 
to promote sustainable agriculture, forestry and 
aquaculture over recent years, including through 
farmer-led agroecological approaches. The use 
of fertilizers and pesticides has stabilized globally, 
though at high levels. Despite such progress, 
biodiversity continues to decline in landscapes 
used to produce food and timber; and food and 
agricultural production remains among the main 
drivers of global biodiversity loss. The target has 
not been achieved ( high confidence).
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TARGET

ASSESSMENT  
OF PROGRESS

SUMMARY OF  
PROGRESS

By 2020, pollution ( 1), including from 
excess nutrients ( 2), has been brought 
to levels that are not detrimental to 
ecosystem function and biodiversity.

1 2

Status

Pollution, including from excess nutrients, 
pesticides, plastics and other waste, continues 
to be a major driver of biodiversity loss. Despite 
increasing efforts to improve the use of fertilizers, 
nutrient levels continue to be detrimental to 
ecosystem function and biodiversity. Plastic 
pollution is accumulating in the oceans, with 
severe impacts on marine ecosystems, and in other 
ecosystems with still largely unknown implications. 
Actions taken in many countries to minimize plastic 
waste have not been sufficient to reduce this source 
of pollution. The target has not been achieved 
( medium confidence).

By 2020, invasive alien species ( 1) and 
pathways ( 2) are identified and prioritized, 
priority species are controlled or 
eradicated ( 3) and measures are in place 
to manage pathways( 4) to prevent their 
introduction and establishment.

2 3

1 4
Status

Good progress has been made during the past 
decade on identifying and prioritizing invasive alien 
species in terms of the risk they present, as well 
as in the feasibility of managing them. Successful 
programmes to eradicate invasive alien species, 
especially invasive mammals on islands, have 
benefited native species. However, these successes 
represent only a small proportion of all occurrences 
of invasive species. There is no evidence of a 
slowing down in the number of new introductions 
of alien species. The target has been partially 
achieved ( medium confidence).  

By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic 
pressures on coral reefs ( 1), and other 
vulnerable ecosystems ( 2) impacted by 
climate change or ocean acidification are 
minimized, so as to maintain their integrity 
and functioning.

1 2

Status

Multiple threats continue to affect coral reefs and 
other vulnerable ecosystems impacted by climate 
change and ocean acidification. Overfishing, 
nutrient pollution and coastal development 
compound the effects of coral bleaching. Corals 
have shown the most rapid increase in extinction 
risk of all assessed groups. Hard coral cover has 
declined significantly in some regions, and there 
has been a shift towards coral species less able to 
support diverse reef habitats. Other ecosystems 
especially in mountains and polar regions have 
experienced significant impacts from climate 
change, compounded by other pressures. The 
target was missed by the stated date of 2015, 
and it has not been achieved by 2020 ( high 
confidence).8 Global Biodiversity Outlook 5 – Summary for Policy Makers
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By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial 
and inland water areas (1) and 10 per 
cent of coastal and marine areas (2), 
especially areas of particular importance 
for biodiversity and ecosystem services 
(3), are conserved through effectively 
and equitably managed (4), ecologically 
representative (5) and well-connected 
systems of protected areas and other 
effective area-based conservation 
measures, and integrated into the wider 
landscape and seascape (6)

1 6

2 5
3 4

Status

The proportion of the planet’s land and oceans 
designated as protected areas is likely to reach 
the targets for 2020 and may be exceeded when 
other effective area-based conservation measures 
and future national commitments are taken into 
account. However, progress has been more modest 
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By 2020, ecosystems that provide 
essential services, including services 
related to water, and contribute to health, 
livelihoods and well-being, are restored 
and safeguarded ( 1), taking into account 
the needs of women, indigenous and 
local communities, and the poor and 
vulnerable.( 2)

1 2

Status

The capacity of ecosystems to provide the essential 
services on which societies depend continues to 
decline, and consequently, most ecosystem services 
( nature’s contributions to people) are in decline. 
In general, poor and vulnerable communities, as 
well as women, are disproportionately affected by 
this decline. Mammal and bird species responsible 
for pollination are on average moving closer 
to extinction, as are species used for food and 
medicine. The target has not been achieved 
( medium confidence).

By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the 
contribution of biodiversity to carbon 
stocks has been enhanced, through 
conservation and restoration ( 1), 
including restoration of at least 15 per 
cent of degraded ecosystems ( 2), thereby 
contributing to climate change mitigation 
and adaptation and to combatting 
desertification.

1 2

Status

Progress towards the target of restoring 15 per 
cent of degraded ecosystems by 2020 is limited. 
Nevertheless, ambitious restoration programmes 
are under way or proposed in many regions, 
with the potential to deliver significant gains in 
ecosystem resilience and preservation of carbon 
stocks. The target has not been achieved 
( medium confidence).

By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access 
to Genetic Resources and the Fair and 
Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising 
from their Utilization is in force ( 1) and 
operational, consistent with national 
legislation( 2).

1 2

Status

The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic 
Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of 
Benefits Arising from their Utilization entered into 
force on 12 October 2014. As of July 2020, 126 
Parties to the CBD have ratified the Protocol and 
87 of them have put in place national access and 
benefit sharing measures, as well as establishing 
competent national authorities. The Protocol can 
be considered operational. The target has been 
partially achieved ( high confidence)

By 2015 each Party has developed ( 1), 
adopted as a policy instrument( 2), and 
has commenced implementing ( 3) an 
effective, participatory and updated 
national biodiversity strategy and action 
plan.

2

1 3
Status

By the December 2015 deadline established in 
this target, 69 Parties had submitted an NBSAP 
prepared, revised or updated after the adoption of 
the Strategic Plan. An additional 101 Parties have 
since submitted their NBSAP, so that by July 2020, 
170 Parties had developed NBSAPs in line with the 
Strategic Plan. This represents 85% of the Parties to 
the Convention. However, the extent to which these 
NBSAPs have been adopted as policy instruments 
and are being implemented in an effective and 
participatory manner, is variable. The target has 
been partially achieved ( high confidence).10 Global Biodiversity Outlook 5 – Summary for Policy Makers
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By 2020, the traditional knowledge, 
innovations and practices of indigenous 
and local communities relevant for the 
conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity, and their customary use of 
biological resources, are respected ( 1), 
subject to national legislation and relevant 
international obligations, and fully 
integrated ( 2) and reflected in the 
implementation of the Convention with 
the full and effective participation ( 3) of 
indigenous and local communities, at all 
relevant levels.

2

1 3
Status

There has been an increase in the recognition of 
the value of traditional knowledge and customary 
sustainable use, both in global policy fora and in the 
scientific community. However, despite progress 
in some countries, there is limited information 
indicating that traditional knowledge and customary 
sustainable use have been widely respected and/
or reflected in national legislation related to the 
implementation of the Convention, or on the extent 
to which indigenous peoples and local communities 
are effectively participating in associated processes. 
The target has not been achieved ( low 
confidence).

By 2020, knowledge, the science base and 
technologies relating to biodiversity, its 
values, functioning, status and trends, and 
the consequences of its loss, are improved 
( 1), widely shared and transferred, and 
applied ( 2).

1 2

Status

Significant progress has been made since 2010 
in the generation, sharing and assessment of 
knowledge and data on biodiversity, with big-data 
aggregation, advances in modelling and artificial 
intelligence opening up new opportunities for 
improved understanding of the biosphere. 
However, major imbalances remain in the location 
and taxonomic focus of studies and monitoring. 
Information gaps remain in the consequences of 
biodiversity loss for people, and the application 
of biodiversity knowledge in decision making is 
limited. The target has been partially achieved 
( medium confidence).

By 2020, at the latest, the mobilization 
of financial resources for effectively 
implementing the Strategic Plan for 
Biodiversity 2011–2020 from all sources, 
and in accordance with the consolidated 
and agreed process in the Strategy 
for Resource Mobilization, should 
increase substantially from the current 
levels. ( Specific targets: ( 1) to double 
international financial flows to developing 
countries; ( 2) to include biodiversity in 
national priorities or development plans; 
( 3) to report on domestic spending, 
needs, gaps, priorities; ( 4) to prepare 
national finance plans and assess the 
multiple values of biodiversity; and ( 5) to 
mobilize domestic financial resources.)

2 4

1 5

3

Status

There have been increases in domestic resources 
for biodiversity in some countries, with resources 
remaining broadly constant for others over the 
past decade. Financial resources available for 
biodiversity through international flows and official 
development assistance have roughly doubled. 
However, when all sources of biodiversity finance 
are taken into account, the increase in biodiversity 
financing would not appear to be sufficient in 
relation to needs. Moreover, these resources 
are swamped by support for activities harmful 
to biodiversity ( see Aichi Target 3). Progress on 
identifying funding needs, gaps and priorities and 
the development of national financial plans and 
assessments of biodiversity values has been limited 
to relatively few countries ( see Aichi Target 2). 
The target has been partially achieved ( high 
confidence).
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Despite 
progress, 
none of the 
Aichi 
Biodiversity 
Targets 
have been 
fully met

COP 14 agreed to develop a 
Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework 

with new targets and milestones towards the      
2050 Vision for Biodiversity

Created Open-ended Working Group on the Post-
2020 Framework to develop framework
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Goals, targets and indicators 

Goals versus Targets
- Goals: State indicators, including biodiversity interactions with people
- Targets: Action indicators, including policy and actions of people (like 

reducing pollution)

Levels of monitoring:

- Group 1 - Headline indicators: Minimum set of high-level indicators for Goals 
and Targets, ideally mandatory in National Reports.

- Group 2 - Component indicators: Relevant for national and global monitoring of 
each goal and target component. Recommended in national reports.

- Group 3 - Detailed indicators: Existing national, global and regional indicators or 
indicators currently under development which are useful for thematic or in-
depth analysis.



Selected example of corals in the draft Post-2020 Framework
(selected draft language as of Jan 2021; 

only one example; does not show all components/indicators for Goal A) 

Goal A: The area, connectivity and integrity of natural ecosystems increased by at least [X%] 
supporting healthy and resilient populations of all species while reducing the number of 
species that are threatened by [X%] and maintaining genetic diversity

• 2030 Milestones: (i) The area, connectivity and integrity of natural systems increased by at least 
[5%]. (ii) The number of species that are threatened is reduced by [X%] and the abundance

• Headline Indicators: A.0.1 Extent of selected natural ecosystems (incl. coral reefs);                                        
A.0.4 Species habitat index

• Components: A.1. Increased extent of natural ecosystems; A.2. Ecosystem integrity+connectivity;    
A.6. Protection of critical ecosystems

• Component indicators: A.1.1. Extent of natural ecosystem by type;  A.1.2. Ecosystem Integrity 
Index;  A.1.6. Species habitat index by species group

• Complementary indicators: A.1.1.13. Live coral cover; A.1.1.14. Hard coral cover and 
composition;   A.1.1.15. Global coral reef extent
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Secretariat is developing a more detailed report on marine-
related indicators for Post-2020 Framework, in line with 
overarching Post-2020 indicators



Key remaining steps in the process

24th meeting of the CBD Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 
Advice (SBSTTA)
Ø Providing advice to the Post-2020 Working Group on monitoring frameworks and indicators for the Post-

2020 Framework, as well as scientific and technical advice on the Framework overall
Ø Date TBC (informal prep sessions on 17-19 February and 24-26 February)

3rd meeting of the CBD Subsidiary Body on Implementation (SBI)
Ø Providing advice and input to the working group on resource mobilization and other aspects of 

implementation for the framework
Ø Date TBC (informal prep sessions on 8-12 March and 14 March)

3rd meeting of the Open-ended Working Group on the Post-2020 Framework
Ø Continuation of deliberations on the entire Post-2020 Framework
Ø Date TBC

15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD (CBD COP 15)
Ø Expected to adopt Post-2020 Framework
Ø Date TBC



Thank you


