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POLICY BRIEF SUMMARY VIDEO

www.icriforum.org/coralrestoration



New Definition: Focus away

from historic baselines

Goals: Ecosystem-services across

Ecological and social dimensions

Methods: Current and future



“It is not an ‘either or’ situation,
multiple actions need to be implemented
concurrently to provide coral reefs with
the greatest hope for the future.”

In the face of climate change coral restoration is:

1. Not a quick-fix

2. NEVER an excuse for degradation

3. Not a solution on its own

1. Promoting genetic diversity + potential for coral 

species to adapt and change

Helping prevent species extinction

2. Assisting species migration

3. Continuing the provision of key ecosystem services

4. Providing an opportunity for action  



PERSPECTIVES

• Shouldn’t be mislabelled as a stand-alone, short-term fix - RBM

• Lots of challenges linked to novelty of the field and sense of urgency

• MUST be carefully planned with resilience and climate-smart design in mind

• Whilst not designed to mitigate climate change, coral restoration 

can be useful to support resilience- especially at local scale



RECOMMENDATIONS

1. INTEGRATE with threats and disturbance

abatement strategies

2. INCORPORATE projections of climate change impacts 

and site vulnerabilities

3. CONSIDER prevalence of diseases, physical integrity of 

the reef, and connectivity of key species in the choice of 

sites and methods

4. ENGAGE stakeholders and maximise socio-economic 

benefits to local communities

5. MONITOR to allow for adaptive management and 

better communication of outcomes



POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Coral reef restoration targets should be included in commitments as part of UN 
Decade on Ecosystem Restoration

Policy, plans and funding specific to coral restoration are needed to assist 
implementation at local, regional and global scales




