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Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network

• Established in 1995 as an operational network of ICRI

• Global network of coral reef scientists, managers, and organisations

• Primary role is to report on the status of and trends in the condition of coral 
reefs worldwide
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Focus of the meeting 

• Continue the re-invigoration of the network
• Looking forward- our niche, our focus
• Production of next global report
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1. improve understanding of coral reef status and trends, 
globally and regionally; 

2. analyse and communicate coral reef biophysical, social and economic 
trends, providing science-based recommendations in support of 
raising awareness, management and policy development;

3. enable and facilitate greater utilization of coral reef data, 
including in research; 

4. build human and technical capacity to collect, analyse and report 
biophysical and socio-economic data on coral reefs.

Goals of the GCRMN
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Vision 2030:
By 2030, the GCRMN should be established as the core
framework for aggregating and reporting on open access
data on coral reef health and status, responding to
national, regional and international priorities.
GCRMN's outputs should provide the measure of, and
motivate successful global action for, the long-term
sustainability of coral reefs worldwide.



Vision for 2030

• The GCRMN is established as the core framework for 
collaborative measuring and reporting of coral reef 
status and trends, responding to national, regional and 
international priorities. 

• The outputs of the GCRMN motivate successful global 
action for the long-term sustainability of coral reefs and 
associated ecosystems for nature and people.
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● To improve data integration and analyses 
for production of future GCRMN reports

● To promote good data management practices 
based on FAIR1 data principles

The GCRMN Data Task Force

1Findability, Accessibility, Interoperability, and Reusability of digital assets 
(Wilkinson et al. 2016)



Regional updates
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Uncertain outlook



The next global report



The reporting landscape is complex

• Different objectives
• Statutory requirements
• Report cards
• Dashboards

•Which niche does a 
GCRMN Global report fill?

Local

National 

Regional
Global



https://www.healthyreefs.org





AGRRA Data Explorer 

https://agrra-data-explorer-oref.hub.arcgis.com/



AIMS reef reports hub

www.aims.gov.au



Regional lens
Region GCRMN Regional Report planned?
Australia No, but other national products regularly produced
Brazil Not yet
Caribbean Yes, 2024 or 2025
East Asia Yes, 2026
Eastern Tropical Pacific Yes, 2024
Pacific Yes, 2023/24
Red Sea & Gulf of Aden 2025, State of the Marine Environment
ROPME No, contribution to global report & regional spin off products
South Asia ?
Western Indian Ocean ~ 2025, focus is Red Lists of Ecosystems for coral reefs assessment



Read the Report
66%

Read the 
Summary and/or 
regional chapter

26%

No response
8%

ICRI lens – feedback from members’ reports
Have you read the GCRMN Global Report?



How did you utilise the report and/or use the results and contents?

Global 
Summary 

Report

Regional 
Chapter(s)

Coral reef 
advocacy and 

policy direction



‘Easily understandable 
graphics’

‘Easy to share and 
understand’

The next Report….

‘User-friendly reporting’

‘Policy recommendations’

‘Key messages’



Report dimensions
1. Context & audience – the WHY

2. Delivery – the HOW

3. Data – the HOW

4. Scope – the WHAT



Concept for production of the next report
• Summary for policy makers as headline product
• Supplementary technical report:

Global and regional scale analyses and interpretation
• Inclusion of a wider range of indicators, likely as 

case studies demonstrating the value

• Information sections on current issues 

• Fund raising & ICRI backing



GCRMN forward workplan -

www.gcrmn.net

Short-term focus ( next 2-3 years)
1. Data Taskforce progressing towards  recommendations

2. Improved communication within GCRMN community
3. Improved external visibility

4. Regional reports
5. Global report

Medium-term focus (next 5+ years)

• Integrating ecological and socio-economic monitoring

• Explore other indicators for future global reports

• Updating manuals and protocols



An ICRI network to provide scientific information on 
the status and trends of coral reef ecosystems.

A global partnership for the preservation of the 
world’s coral reefs and associated ecosystems.

Britta Schaffelke, GCRMN Global Coordinator b.schaffelke@aims.gov.au
Francis Staub, ICRI Global Coordinator fstaub@icriforum.org
Tom Dallison, ICRI Secretariat thomas.Dallison@icriforum.org
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