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The Reef Authority acknowledges 
the expertise, wisdom, and enduring 
connections that have informed the 
guardianship of the Reef for millennia. We 
pay our respects to the Traditional Owners 
as the first managers of this Land and Sea 
Country, and value 
their traditional knowledge which continues 
to inform the current management and 
stewardship of 
the Reef for future generations.

Nautilus Shell Artwork © 2023 by Laurence Gibson, Yalanji Arts, Mossman Gorge



BRIEF RECAP
• 34th ICRI GM(December 2019):  formation 

and objectives
• 35th and 36th ICRI GMs (Feb/Dec 2021): 

Extensions and revised objectives
• ICRI Plan of Action 2021-2025 (May 2022) 

sets goals

Achievements
RBM Policy Brief (November 2021), Resilience Hub (ICRI 
website), comms, means of sharing experiences and 
resources

Key collaboration with restoration committee
Shaver et al (2022) A roadmap to integrating resilience into 
the practice of coral reef restoration (April 2022)



BRIEF RECAP
• 34th ICRI GM(December 2019):  formation 

and objectives
• 35th and 36th ICRI GMs (Feb/Dec 2021): 

Extensions and revised objectives
• ICRI Plan of Action 2021-2025 (May 2022) 

sets goals

Achievements to end 2021
Resilience Hub (ICRI website), RBM Policy Brief and 
animation, comms, means of sharing experiences and 
resources 

Key collaboration with restoration committee
Shaver et al (2022) A roadmap to integrating resilience into 
the practice of coral reef restoration (April 2022)



A Policy Brief for Decision Makers: Building 
Resilience into Coral Reef Conservation

KEY OUTPUT: RBM POLICY BRIEF



• Discussions with members to understand 
needs and future directions

• Two principles for committee
1. Implement the RBM Policy Brief
2. Build on what is there already; don’t duplicate

• Ideas for deliverables:
• Webinars
• Consolidate and make resources accessible
• High-level policy guidance (e.g. RBM and CBD 

Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework)
• Case studies
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Case study A
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Case study B

Case study C



FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES?



Government / 
manager perspective
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Government / 
manager perspectiveResilience-based laws

MPA design optimizes resilience 
objectives

Resilience-based policy and strategy

Decision 
support 

(where, when, 
what)

Resilience-based evaluation

How can we better 
integrate resilience 

thinking into this 
perspective?

(As opposed to 
‘implement RBM’)

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES?



MOST IMPORTANTLY: 
THANK YOU TO MEMBERS FOR ALL YOUR EFFORTS

Member (alphabetical order) Representing
Amy Armstrong Great Barrier Reef Foundation, Australia

Amanda Brigdale Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australia
Sarah Castine Great Barrier Reef Foundation, Australia

Madhavi Colton Coral Reef Alliance, USA
Thomas Dallison ICRI Secretariat

Emily Darling Wildlife Conservation Society, USA
Gabriel Grimsditch UN Environment

Andrea Grottoli International Coral Reef Society and Ohio State University, USA
Simon Harding International Coral Reef Society
Chloe Harvey Reef World Foundation, UK
Jennifer Koss National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, USA

Michael Lameier National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, USA

Anderson Mayfield NOAA, Atlantic Oceanic and Meteorological Laboratory, USA

Elizabeth McLeod The Nature Conservancy
Morgan Pratchett International Coral Reef Society

Mohd Kushairi Bin Mohd Rajuddin Coral Triangle Initiative On Coral Reefs, Fisheries and Food Security, Indonesia

Francis Staub ICRI Secretariat
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THANK YOU
Thea Waters
Assistant Director – World Heritage and International
Strategic Policy and Partnerships Branch

Thea.Waters@gbrmpa.gov.au

REEFAUTHORITY.GOV.AU


