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The Commonwealth

The Commonwealth and the Ocean
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Saya de Malha-Bank

(included in this agreement)

hosts the world's largest offshore seagrass meadow

Marae Moana The Cook Islands
World's largest designated marine managed area

host the world's two largest barrier reefs
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Shared Values, Shared Ocean

A Commonwealth Commitment
to Work Together to Protect
and Manage our Ocean
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Blue Charter Champions and Action Groups
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Coral reef

<23 Coral Reef Protection & Restoration Action Group

Overarching Goal for Coral Reef Ecosystems
Improved outlook for the health, sustainability and functionality
of coral reef ecosystems, which in turn can maintain and
enhance livelihood opportunities.

* Co-Championed by Australia, Belize &
Mauritius

* 11 member countries

e 10 out of 20 countries with largest coral reef
area in the Commonwealth

* Knowledge sharing, cooperation, best
practices

Welcome to > AIMS
Commonwealth Blue Charte
al Reef P, ction and R sto t

PARTNERSHIPS — ENGAGEMENT — CAPABILITY BUILDING — BEST PRACTICE - LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Partnerships: ICRI ESU
Tee——

Arizona State
University
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Commonwealth Blue Charter Project Incubator
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GOAL: Assisting 2§ CHOGM

governments
transition to ocean
sustainability, through
the development and
support of equitable, .
climate-resilient pilot
projects.

47 applications
« 7 projects from 6 countries currently supported

 Covering climate, corals, mangroves, blue carbon,
coastal fisheries, plastic and nutrient pollution
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Building ocean climate monitoring capacity for
vouth and leaders on the Swahili Coast

* Partners: Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research \
Institute (KMFRI) A

* Phase 1: Identify and establish marine
conservation leaders in three distinct regions

* Phase 2: Co-design marine mapping and coral
reef monitoring.

* The project is targeted at empowering local
communities and promoting long-term
capacity-building

e Commonwealth grant award £50,000
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Rapid Assessment Projects

* Ocean climate rapid risk
assessment (Rapid CORVI)
* 5 countries, 7 months (completed)

* Barbados, Dominica, Kiribati,
Mauritius, Sri Lanka

* Partners: Stimson, ORRAA

* Blue economy transition readiness
rapid assessment

e 2 countries, 5 months
* Antigua & Barbuda, Trinidad &

STIMSEN RiskType [l EcologicalRisk [l FinancialRisk [l Political Risk

Tobago » Pilot methodology
* Partners: UNEP, HMC i i iariticati
— » Assists national prioritisation
6\ ORRAA S& The Commonwealth 40 » Fast and scalable
O e I UKaia
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Partnership with the Allen Coral Atlas

Allen Coral Atlas \)
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The Allen Coral Atlas provides the first regularly
updated 3.7-meter resolution satellite images of the
world’s coral reefs. With the Atlas, coral
conservationists, reef managers and scientists have
access to information that has never before been
available at this scale.

ot

FIELD VERIFICATION PROTECTION

Learn more at www.allencoralatlas.org
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3.7 metgf resolution
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http://www.allencoralatlas.org/

Fiji o

WWE Fiji-'expedition to Great Sea
Reef using the Atlas for MPA

' implementation, reef status

assessment and to inform regional
marine spatial planning

Benthic classes

Coral/Algae
Microalgal Mats
Rock

Rubble

Sand

] Seagrass

Geomorphic zones

Back Reef Slope
Deep Lagoon
Inner Reef Flat
Outer Reef Flat
Patch Reefs

M plateau

M Reef Crest

B Reef Slope

Shallow Lagoon
Sheltered Reef Slope
Small Reef

Terrestrial Reef Flat

Vanuatu

Researchers working with the
Department of Environmental
Protection and Conservation are
using Atlas data to feed into
country-wide marine spatial plans

)

Sri Lanka

Designation of the Kayankerni Reef area
as a National Park based on Allen Coral
Atlas habitat data
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Case study 1: Reef restoration in Belize ™

368000

371000°

Laughing Bird Caye National Park

sssss

Laughing Bird Caye National Park — World Heritage Area

Acropora decline: hurricanes, bleaching, white-band
disease

Fragmentation approach — select for heat resistance
82,879 nursery-grown corals outplanted

10-20% annual coral cover increases without adding more
corals.

> 1 ha of shallow degraded reef replenished.
89% survival of the outplanted individuals after 13 years.
Now 23 in situ coral nurseries throughout Belize

Training curriculum & manual developed for coastal
community.

Lessons: involve local community — build expertise —
protect grazers and control fishing (no-take zones) — avoid
hurricane/bleaching season

CORAL REEF
REPLENISHMENT MANUAL

BELIZE

e,

FRAGMENTS /8%
<= HORE %
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Case study 2: Master Reef Guide program,
Australia

* Great Barrier Reef — World Heritage Area — 65,000
tourism jobs

First-of-kind program for coral reefs.

Provides industry and government recognized
* Healthy reef = healthy industry qualification to build capacity of tourism staff.

Master Reef Guides need to pass a comprehensive
- SELECT . . .
Master Reef Guides Norirted by opertr selection procedure and training process.

M o d e I Is:tzrrt\::::gd by panel
3 cohorts of Master Reef Guides trained in 2018/19.

CONNECT

Introduce to cohort

Connect with Master Reef Guides
& Trainers via social channels

MARKET/PROMOTE
Digital Comms

Print Comms
Activations

MAINTAIN

TRAIN

Reef Discovery Course
Field School
Masterclasses

Bromm QEld AV

Nt Pat —
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The Commonwealth Blue Charter

“Shared ocean, shared values”

Towards a ‘blue recovery’ in the
Commonwealth

Case Study: Ocean Womxn:
Supporting Black Women to
Earn Postgraduate Degrees in

02 March 2021

; N7 . .
=hew s :\@’ Nhe Gommative R Oceanography at the Unlyersxty
/o 7M™ Blue Charter of Cape Town, South Africa

HoME
24 February 2021
aBouTus
Between the Waves, Issue 6
AcTioncrours February 2021
6 S S ; ] 6 Read more - Read more -
SEAOFVOICES
Greetings from the Commonwealth Secretariat Ocean team! We hope that you and your
MEWS ANDEVEMTS loved ones are safe and well and had a good start to 2021. This issue highlights upcoming

dates for your diary, interesting case studies and latest Commonwealth Blue Charter
news over the past quarter.
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Based on feedback, we have made some changes to the newsletter’s format and
approach, We hope you enjoy it - and do let us know of content you would like to see in

Bhe next edition. “ Carbon in take potential of mangrove forests is
3- 5 times higher than tropical upland forests

-~ (0,
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES '.%s\,

The benefits people derive from mangroves .
Ahead of International Women's Day in March, this | A ces ’ e
webinar to be convened by the Commonwealth 726 TONNES LA or “Q_;"i;.‘;_v};;:.
Secretariat will highlight inspiring examples of women’s . Y s 00 St
contribution to ocean science throughout the
Commonwealth. Register now emissions are offset by

2=, | ONEHECTARE OF MANGROVE

Dates for your diary

5 March | Sea the She: Recognising women’s
contributions to ocean science

1 to 5 March | The Economist Group’s 8
annual World Ocean Summit Virtual Week

\\\\\“,/// '~—-' - The virtual week offers fresh, robust, and action-

P g el - oriented insights into creating a sustainable ocean
|l ‘\ =% - economy. The Commonwealth Secretary-General, Rt.
‘,’ e OI I I I I IO nWea Hon Patricia Scotland QC will be speaking along with
// \ the Prime Minister of Fiji, Hon Frank Bainimarama and
/ “\\ other Commonwealth ministers and high-profile
u e ar er speakers. Our very own Head of Oceans and Natural

Resources at the Commonwealth Secretariat, Dr Nick

Hardman-Mountford, will also be moderating a session
during this week. Register now - 3
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One Resilient Common Future:
Transforming our Common Wealth



This map is provided for illustrative purposes only. Information drawn from Flanders Marine Institute (2018) Maritime Boundaries Geodatabase: Maritime Boundaries and
Exclusive Economic Zones (200NM), version 10. Available online at: http://www.marineregions.org and http.//www.vliz.be/en/imis?dasid=5465&doiid=312



