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Working Together
CZMAI

Provide technical support for the identification of 
potential areas for Biodiversity Protection Zones 
(BPZs)

• GIS Support
• Identification of areas via the MSP process
• Compilation of Technical justifications for the 

use of space as a BPZ. 

Belize Fisheries Department

Designation of the new BPZs
• Stakeholder engagement with relevant 

communities. 
• Development and Ratification of S.I.
• Gazette process
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No later than November 4th 2024: Expand Biodiversity 
Protection Zones to 25% of Belize’s Ocean Space

No later than November 4th 2025: Revised Coastal Zone 
Management Act and Integrated Coastal Zone Management 
Plan, inclusive of chapter on Biodiversity Offsets. 

No later than November 4th 2026: Expand Biodiversity Protection 
Zones to up to 30% of Belize’s Ocean Space and completion of 
the MSP (Belize Sustainable Ocean Plan).  

No later than November 4th 2028: Development of management 
plans for BPZs. 



PROGRESS

Deliver of Milestone 4: 

Expand Biodiversity Protection Zones to 
25% of Belize’s Ocean Space



Background
Identified areas of interests:
• Lighthouse Reef Atoll
• Placencia Lagoon
• Central Region (Goff’s Caye Area)
• Cayman Crown (High)

Opportunities:
• EEZ – Banco Chinchorro (Transboundary MPA)
• Glover’s Reef Atoll (S.I. 128)
• Extended Lighthouse Reef Atoll  (S.I. 128)

Analyzing Existing Conditions

Medium Biodiversity 
Protection



PROGRESS

Milestone 4: Lighthouse Reef Atoll

Special Management Zone

General Use Zone

Lighthouse Reef Atoll Special Management 
Area

349.372 km2 1.05 %

Lighthouse Reef Atoll General Use Zone 878.632 km2 2.63 %



PROGRESS

Milestone 4: Glover’s Reef Atoll

Glover’s Reef Atoll Special Management Zone 261.649 km2 0.517 %



PROGRESS
Milestone 4: Bacalar Chico Expansion

Bacalar Chico Expansion 179.989 km2 0.534 %



PROGRESS

Areas Under Consideration 
Areas Under Consideration

Proposed Biodiversity Protection Zone Area km2 %

Lighthouse Reef Atoll Special Management 
Area

349.372 1.05

Lighthouse Reef Atoll General Use Zone 878.632 2.63

Glover’s Reef Atoll Special Management Zone 261.649 0.517

Bacalar Chico Expansion 179.989 0.534

Total 1669.64 5

Current Protection 6,690.46 20.05

Grand Total 8360.1 25.05

Remaining(km2) 1651.51 4.95



Coastal Zone 
Management Authority & 

Institute 
“Leading the sustainable use and 

planned development of Belize’s coastal zone”​

Samir Rosado
MSP Process Lead

msplead@coastalzonebelize.org

Delwin Guevara
GIS Mapping and Spatial Analyst

mspspatialanalyst@coastalzonebelize.org

Shari Gentle
Communication and Public Relations Officer

mspsciencelead@coastalzonebelize.org

Janel McNab
MSP Coordinator

mspcoordinator@coastalzonebelize.org

Chad Bowman
MSP Science Lead

mspsciencelead@coastalzonebelize.org

THANK YOU

Belize Fisheries 
Department 

Alicia Eck-Nunez
Coordinator Ecosystems-based Management Unit​

alicia.nunez@fisheries.gov.bz

Adriel Castaneda
Sr. Fisheries Officer

adriel.castaneda@fisheries.gov.bz
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