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Overview

• Status of coral reefs in Jamaica
• Jamaica’s approach to coral restoration
• Regulations relevant to coral restoration



Status of Coral Reefs in Jamaica 
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Coral Reef Health Index (CRHI) determined by the use of four indicators: 



Status of Coral Reefs in Jamaica 

• 41% of reef sites assessed 
were ranked as ‘poor’ (12 
sites).

• 58% were ranked as critical 
(17 sites).

Based on assessments conducted on 29 reef sites across 12 
locations from April 2023 to November 2023.



Jamaica’s Approach to Coral 
Restoration 
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Action Plan for Corals and Reefs 
(APCAR)

APCAR

Multi-agency 
collaboration

Guides coral 
conservation and 
restoration 
efforts

Strategies for sustainable 
coral reef management and 
the implementation of coral 
restoration projects



Action Plan for Corals and Reefs 
(APCAR)

APCAR Strategies for 
sustainable coral 
reef management

Co-management of coastal resources

Reduce marine pollution 

Improve fisheries management

Monitoring and restoration

Improve public awareness



Regulations relevant to  Coral 
Restoration

• Wild Life Protection Act

• The Natural Resources Conservation Authority
(NRCA) Act and its Regulations
§ Marine protected areas
§ Beach Licences

• Fisheries Act
§ Special Fishery Conservation Areas (Fish sanctuaries)



Application Received

•Reviewed by 
technical branch

Internal Review 
Committee

•NEPA technical staff

Technical Review 
Committee

•Technical external 
Agencies

Natural Resources 
Conservation Authority 
Board

•Appointed by 
Minister with 
responsibility for 
environment

Wild Life Protection Act

• Wild Life Exemption
• Grants permission for the handling of hard corals



Wild Life Exemption Certificate

• Stipulates the:
§ Harvesting area
§ maximum quantity of

coral fragments
allowed;

§ % of any colony to be
harvested;

§ Health of colony
(disease-free);

§ Out planting location



NRCA Act 
and Fisheries 
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Marine Park 
Protected Areas

Management Plans

• Conservation strategies 
include but not LIMITED 
TO coral restoration



National Ecosystem Restoration 
Plan

The Plan will:
• Focus on Jamaica’s terrestrial, in-land water, coastal 

and marine ecosystems. 

• The establish a national target for ecosystem 
restoration in collaboration with relevant experts.



National Ecosystem Restoration 
Plan

The Plan will:
• Identify and rank priority sites for restoration 

activities.
• Present an implementation framework outlining 

timeframe and a budget based on necessary 
resources.
• Include a monitoring and evaluation framework for 

the Ecosystems Restoration Plan to assess the efficacy 
and effects of implementing the plan.



National Biodiversity Strategy and 
Action Plan (NBSAP)
• Jamaica’s previous NBSAP incorporated coral reefs

GEF 7 “Post2020 
Global Biodiversity 
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Action Support” 

(GBF-EAS) Project
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Summary 

v Regulation relevant to coral restoration
• Wild Life Protection Act
• Fisheries Act (Fish Sanctuaries )
• NRCA Act (Marine Parks and Protected Areas)

v Action Plan for Corals and Reefs to be updated
v National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) to include

corals
v Development of a National Ecosystem Restoration Plan



Thank You


