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Operating in 18 countries, 
the WCS Coral Reef Program 
focuses on: 

● Identifying and conserving resilient coral 
reefs with local rights holders

● Building capacity for long-term monitoring 
to advance coral reef conservation 
science

● Partnerships to drive policy wins from 
community to global scales
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On the ground 
conservation work: 

scaling up best 
practices

Advocacy for 
underwater monitoring 

and new tools, including 
MERMAID

Linking science to 
policy action at local, 

national, and 
international scales

WCS and ICRI: Partners for 15+ years
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Avoidance: Escape intense thermal 
stress Reefs with fewer and less intense 
past temperature anomalies. 

01

Resistance: Withstand severe 
bleaching Reefs with species that can 
survive bleaching and mortality events
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Recovery: Rebound after bleaching 
mortality Well-connected reefs and/or 
opportunistic species that can recover 
quickly after bleaching losses
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Beyer et al. Conservation Letter 2018, 
McClanahan et al. Conservation Biology 2023

Three types of climate resilient coral reefs should 
be prioritized for conservation and policy action:

Towards 2030, A Renewed Focus On Climate Resilience
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Mapping The Next Portfolio Of Climate Resilient Coral Reefs
Compiling global datasets of coral reef communities / life 
histories to add more resilient reefs to the original 50 Reefs map:

McClanahan, Maina, Zawada, Darling et al. in prep
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Climate resilient coral reefs are critical for safeguarding 
biodiversity and local economies to 2030

Guna, Panamá
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Elevating Policy Action
At COP16, UN Ocean, and beyond, ICRI and partners can support governments to 
protect climate resilient coral reefs through the Global Biodiversity Framework

…and many more success stories! 

Kenya & Tanzania: 
Supporting reef-positive 
businesses by mobilizing 

blended finance (Target 19)

Mozambique: Expanding 
and creating MPAs to 
rebuild food security 

(Target 3)

Fiji: Reducing upstream 
water pollution (Target 7) and 

scaling impact through the 
National Coral Reef Hub
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New! Coastal Pollution 
Toolkit and 

A Guide for Integrated 
Conservation & Sanitation 
Programs & Approaches

MERMAID - a secure 
online/offline data 
platform to collect, 

manage and visualize 
your coral reef data

MACMON (Marine and 
Coastal Monitoring): 
A social-ecological 

monitoring protocol for 
coral reefs

Free Tools and Resources for ICRI Members

https://library.wcs.org/en-us/Scientific-Research/Research-Publications/Publications-Library/ctl/view/mid/40093/pubid/DMX5006900000.aspx?_gl=1*1pj0ar6*_gcl_au*NzkzMzcyNzU2LjE3MjU0ODg4OTM.*_ga*MjA3NDI0MzAyNi4xNzI1NDg4ODkz*_ga_BTX9HXMYSX*MTcyNTQ4ODg5My4xLjEuMTcyNTQ4ODg5Ny41Ni4wLjA
https://library.wcs.org/en-us/Scientific-Research/Research-Publications/Publications-Library/ctl/view/mid/40093/pubid/DMX5006900000.aspx?_gl=1*1pj0ar6*_gcl_au*NzkzMzcyNzU2LjE3MjU0ODg4OTM.*_ga*MjA3NDI0MzAyNi4xNzI1NDg4ODkz*_ga_BTX9HXMYSX*MTcyNTQ4ODg5My4xLjEuMTcyNTQ4ODg5Ny41Ni4wLjA
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/g-F6Czp4AmI12RqqhK8Ztd?domain=nature.us10.list-manage.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/g-F6Czp4AmI12RqqhK8Ztd?domain=nature.us10.list-manage.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/g-F6Czp4AmI12RqqhK8Ztd?domain=nature.us10.list-manage.com
https://datamermaid.org/
https://wcs.org/coral
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In summary: 

● Climate resilient coral reefs are critical to 
biodiversity and coastal economies

● WCS is leading new science to identify more types 
of climate resilient coral reefs and add to the 
original 50 Reefs portfolio

● Strategic partnerships can elevate success stories 
of climate resilient coral reef conservation and 
drive new policy wins

● WCS looks forward to many more years of 
partnership with ICRI to safeguard the world’s 
coral reefs
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